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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Mr Low's merits, as a laborious and accurate observer of Xalure, were, it 
is believed, scarcely kuowii beyond tbe narrow circle of his particular friends ; and 
it is to be regretted, that a recent hislorian* lias not scrupled to avail himself of 
the advantages which this obscurity ofl'ercd to a plagiary. It having been the Edi- 
tor's fortune to procure tlie MS. I'auna Orcademh of Mr Low, he now begi 
leave to lay it before ihe public, in the form in which it was left by its Reverend 
Author. It appears to have been revised by tbe late Mr Pennant, as it contains 
a few corrections in that gentleman's handwriting. The Editor trusts lliat it will 
be found to afford an interesting and valuable addition to the Natural History of 
the British Islands, and prove far more useful tUan ibe closet compilations of some 
modem zoologists. 

It may not be uninteresting to relate the few facts whicli the Editor has been 
enabled to collect +, respecting the author of the following pages, Mr Low was 
born, in 1746, in the parish of Ediiel, in Forfursliire. After prosecuting his studies 
at the Colleges of Aberdeen and St Andrew's, he became tutor in the family of a 
gentleman of the name of Graham, at Stromness, in Orkney. While he remain- 
ed at this place. Sir Joseph (then Mr) Banks and Dr SotATiDER touched at 
the islands, on their return from the last and ill-fated voyage of discovery, in whicb 
Captain Cooke fell. Mr Low having early acquired a taste for Natural History, 
was much noticed by these distinguished philosophers, and uas requested to ac- 
company them in their excursions through the Orkneys, and also to the Shetland 
Islands, which he did. 

On the 14th of December 1774, Mr Low was ordained minister of Birsay and 
Haray, a parish in Pomona, or the Mainland of Orkney. The duties of this 
chaise he continued to fulfil throughout the remainder of his life. 

* Th« Rev. George Ban;, D. D. in buHuloijofOtlcDey,*!!). \mi. 

t For these particiilan Ihc Ediloi is inilEbted lu Patrick. Neill, E>q. outlior of a Toor in Orkney ami 
Wiellaad,wbaie ardour in thepnnuiUof tcknce is loo well knowu to require any praite iu Ibis place, and 
la Mr Hugli Moarc at Busiiy, an btimate friend of Mr Low'*. 



ADVKRTlttEHKNT. 

In 1 77 ;>> he married Miw Helen Tyrif., only daughter nf the Rev. James 
TvmE, minisler of Stronmesa and Sandwtck. The death of ibia Lady (which 
happened in child>bed, the yeni sfler the marriage) deeply alfected Mr Low, and 
it is believed be found consolation chiefly in tliat devotion (o the pursuits of Na- 
tural History for which he was remarkable. During the last nineteen years of 
his life lie continued tu labour in the study of Nature, and his success was cer- 
tainly creditable, cotuidering tlie many disadvantageous c ire urn stances against 
which, in hii remote situation, he bad to strive. 

Sin JosKfti Banks, with Km wonted discrimination and zeai for the promotion 
of science, look an opjKirtunity of Introducing Mr Low tu tlie aci]uuintuncc of the 
celebrated Mr Pennant. By Mr PsxHANT'seDcourBgenienl, chiefly, Mr Low 
engaged to draw up both a Fauna Orcadensis and a Flora Orcadensis. The 
former is now presented to the public : the latter has entirely disappeared. He 
likewise prepared for the press " A Tour through the Islands of Orkney and Sbet- 
land, containing Hints relating to their Ancient) Modem, and Natural History." 
He likewise undertook and executed a trarulation of Torfrus's History of Orkney. 
Mr Low died in 17^5. 

The principal part of hii MSS. including the Fauna, the Tour, and Transla- 
tion of TorfKUi, together with hii Zoological Colleclioiw, (in nhich was a speci- 
men of AsTKRlAS Caput Medtas, taken in the Orkney Seas, and now in the 
Editor's possession), fell into tlie hands of the late eminent antiquary, Mr Gkoxoe 
Paton of Edinburgh, at vthose sale, after his death, they were purchasetl by difl'e- 
rent individuals. 

The Editor cannot conclude this advertisement without acknowledging Uie bb^ 
raiily of the Bookscf len, in readily undertaking to publish this Orknfy Fauna, in 
a form and style calculated to do credit to the unfortunate Author. 

WILUAM ELFORD LRACH. 



Eduiburgh, May 14, 1812. 



AUTHOR'S PREPACK 



The utility of provincial histories of all kinds is now gene- 
rally acknowledged to be great, as these are certainly the ma- 
terials from which a general structure, either of civil, military, 
or natural history, is to be raised. In no branch of history 
is this more apparent than in that of Nature. She must be 
sought and described on the spot, and her various produc- 
tions investigated in their proper climates, soils, and beds. 
Hearsay descriptions of natural subjects are seldom to be de- 
pended on, unless taken from the most attentive observers, 
and even these, to be convincing, must be made on the spot, 
as change of climate or soil sometimes makes such alterations 
in the appearance of natural objects, as may deceive even 
adepts in the science. 



The following sketch of the Natural History of the Orkney 
Islands was at first designed as an inlbrmalion of what might 
be remarkable here to a gentleman *, whose writings on the 
same subject do him honour, and are well known to the pub- 
lic. But by degrees swelling to some bulk, by his advice it 
was thrown into a systematic arrangement, and now appears 
as a separate work. 

* Thomas Pemnaht, Esq. 
6 



I am very sensible many excellent writers of provincial 
natural history, as Borlase, and others, have not inclined to 
be fettered with system. I likewise imagine many readers 
would rather see a work of this kind unconfined by it ; but as 
the following sheets were not only designed to inform the dis- 
tant reader, but likewise as a directory to persons of curiosity 
residing here, and who may have an opportunity to make ad- 
ditional observations, but who have it not in their power either 
to acquire other than a general knowledge of natural history, 
or consult the systematic writers, and for that reason are ever ■ 
at a loss where to place any bird, fisb, plant, &c. especially 
if it is in the least uncommon ; if this is thoroughly consider- 
ed, the objection some may have to system will vanish. 

To assist the young Orkney Faunist in clas&ing, I have fol- 
lowed Ray's System, and have been obliged to Mr Pennant's 
books for this. For the generic marks 1 am indebted to his 
Gau-ra of' Birdf^ Edmhurgb 1773, and his British Zoology. 
These, I imagine, will greatly assist any person of curiosity 
in reducing any beast, bird, or fish to its proper class, order, 
and genus, as the following descriptions I hope will enable 
him to discover whether any species be already known in 
these isles. 

What oUicr helps 1 had from books are generally acknow* 
ledgcd under their proper h<c^. 



1 cannot conclude tliis short account of the following work, 
without acknoM-ledging the generous assistance I have met 



PItEl'ACE. 



with in the prosecution of it from several of those gentlemen 
who of late have made such a figure in the study of nature. 
ToMr BANKs*(besidesmany other obligations), I owe my be- 
ingintroducedtoMrpENNANT,who,in the most friendly man- 
ner, lent all kinds of assistance necessary for carrying on such 
a work. To Mr George PATON,at Edinburgh (whose zeal 
for science, and real goodness of heart, is well known to his 
friends), I owe the perusal of many books, which I could not 
otherwise have seen, and which were of great use where the 
provincial names, of birds especially, wanted to be cleared up ; 
and thai such is the case, will be evident to any one who looks 
into Sir Robert Sibbald, Martin, and others, who have often 
multiplied names for the same thing, by taking much from 
hearsay, and thereby rendered their books much less useful 
than otherwise they might been to those that followed them. 



I owe many kind hints, on particular subjects, to several 
gentlemen and clergy in Orkney and Shetland, to all whom 
I pay this public acknowledgment, and hope what follows will 
encourage every man of curiosity in these isles to throw in his 
mite, to bring the natural history of the Orkneys as near per- 
fection as possible : and to such I am bold to say, that if they 
find the study of nature as pleasing as I always did, they will 
be not only amply rewarded for their trouble, but their minds 
will be wonderfully satisfied, from thus taking a view of the 
various works of their great Creator. To all such as study 
nature in this manner, I wish all success 

• Now ihe Right Hon. Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. P. R. S^Edit. 
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NATURAL HISTORY OF ORKNEY. 



CLASS L-QUADRUPEDS. 



GENUS I.— THE HORSE. 

Eqnai Gaballtu. Equus cauda undiquesetosa, Liu. Syst. 100. Brit. Zool. 1. 
p. I. Il/ust. Tab. to, for the Arabian. Sibbald, Scot. 6. 

The Orkney breed of horses is but small, being that used 
in the Highland shires of>§colland, such as Caithness, Suther- 
land, &c. but, when properly taken care of, are neat, brisk, 
and hardy ; well adapted to the nature of our uneven coun- 
try ; can bear much more fatigue than the large south-coun* 
try horses brought hither ; and, in a word, serve well every 
purpose of the farmer. Some time ago the Orkney men had 
a vast prejudice against keeping mares, and raised none of 
their own horses, which were all imported, at a vast expence, 
from the northern shires of Scotland ; but within these six or 
seven years, they seem pretty much to have got over this 
whim, and every man rears as he can afford, which will save 
yearly some thousand pounds to the country. The shelties 



3 NATDRAI. HISTORY [Quadrupeds. 

mentioned by Buchanan, and described by Sir Robert Sib- 
bald * us no larger than asses, and said to be common both 
to Orkney and Zetland, are at present confiued to the latter, 
where they still preserve their character of excellent work- 
beastii : they bring a very few of them to Orkney, but more 
are sent to other parts ol' the kingdom, being purchased as 
curiosities, and to teach children to ride, though their strength 
is such, lliat they can carry a man with ease for a long while 
together. The price of Orkney liorses is high, considering 
the country ; indeed, I am often surprised how a farmer here 
can afford 5, 6, 8, or L.IO Sterling for a horse, and purchase 
the number many of them keep, especially wlien I reflect 
on the little profit many of them make of their farms, which, 
though greater in some parts of the country than others, is by 
far less than might be, had they proper markets to bring the 
produce o{ them to. Asses are scarce ever seen in the Ork- 
neys, and mules, I dare say, neveff-. 



* Equulei, quoque Orcadetuea et Scbetlandici, anno baud majorea, Uborii patim- 

tusime sunt. 

-f- In niUitioii to Oie history uf ihc horK, I •hall iiiserl what the writer of the 
I lusbaxidiie used bjr the Orcbsdians *aj» of theM in Oikne; : " Their bortes lieves 
" OD bcarc c«lfe, and gruwi «xce«diiig fat on Uie sume ; Uiey be very little, but 
" quck and tieric.'' To which Mr M'Kaile addi, with irutli, " The horses are 
" little, and go all barefoot, unless the gcuUemeu put shoes upon ibe horses upon 
" ubich thej ride themselves."— P. 



The Ox.] 



OF ORKNEY. 



GEA775 //.— THE OX. 



Bos Taurus, Lin. Sys, 98. Sib. Scot. 7. Brit. Zool. 15. Peaa. Sj/n. Quad. 4. 



Til ts very useful animal seems to be very little regarded 
in the Orkneys, and is seldom suffered to live a!x)ve the 
third year, which, if considered, is a great loss to the farmer. 
They are very little in the way of setting them to any work 
here (except a few gentlemen who use them to the plough) ; 
though I should think, according to the nature of the coun- 
try, which is now very much fi-equented by shipping, these 
would be preferable to horses, as, when past working, they 
are no worse for being fed for beef, of which at present a 
small quantity is made for the Leith market, and for ship- 
ping, though much more might be sent to market, and ex- 
pended in our own country, were trade, fishing, &c. carried 
on to that extent, and with that spirit it ought, and easily 
might, in a country so well situated for it. Beef in Orkney 
sells cheap, seldom above three-halfpence per pound, com- 
monly at a penny, or a penny-farthing ; however, it must be 
confessed, our Orkney beef is neither so large nor so strong as 
that from the southern countries, nor is it so fit for sea-stock, 
as it seldom bears salt vvell for any length of time ; for pre- 
sent use, it is both sweet and well-tasted. 

Cows are kept in numbers, on account of the rents of the 
land, part of whicli is paid in butter, which is distinguished 
into what is here called meat and grease-butter. The latter 
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is but coarse, but serves uiany useful purposes in the soap- 
works, for carl and coach-wheels, grease, la^'ing of sheep, &c. 
and, of consequence, is sold high, sometimes at L. 3 odd a 
barrel, which is more than the best is sold for. 

The other articles of merchandize drawn from our cattle, 
besides beef, of which, one year with another, about u ton 
may be exported, are hides, tallow, and smoked tongues, 
which all sell well, and answer our merchants' credit for the 
few articles required in these parts, and which is entirely con- 
fined to those fitted for home consumption. 



GENUS ///.— THE SHEEP. 



On>, JtaH Sj/n. Qaad. 73. 



Ovu Anes, Lin.Syi.Ol- Pmn. Bril. Zool. I. H. 
Ejusd. Syn. 10. 



In this description of the domestic animals, I would not be 
understood to place this, or any of the foregoing, as natives 
of these islands ; perhaps none of iheni are, though it is hard 
to say at what period they have been introduce<l : all I mean, 
by giving ihcm a place here, is to shew in what manner our 
economy depends upon them,and how they arc treated with 
us, compared with the rest of the world. 

Tliis most useful animal seems to have been formerly a great- 
er object with the inhabitants of Orkney than it is now. In 
the Orkney acts, 1 find many with relation to the manage- 
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ment of sheep ; as*, 1st, to ascertain the property ; 2d-t-, the 
time of shearing ; 3d, with regard to buying and selUng ; — none 
of which particulars were allowed to be transacted in secret, 
or at the will even of the owners, but all must be done in pr&. 
sence of the bailie, and other public officers of the parish; 
and this for preventing frauds of every kind, in a subject in 
which the whole community had a concern. To understand 
this last particular, we must observe, that the sheep in Ork- 
ney are never housed at any season, but those of a whole 
island, parish, &c. constitute a promiscuous flock, out of the 
power of the owners, except once a-year, when they are to 
be rowed, (as it is here called) and the lambs marked. Now, 
if every man had been indulged with a liberty to make free 
with such a promiscuous property, it would been tempting 
to dishonesty, and led the whole country into many inconve- 
niencies ; to remedy which, they had a set of the most saga- 
cious men in every parish or district set apart, whose busi- 
ness it was to take notice that due regard was paid to the re- 
gulation made in this case. As the sheep, upon every occa- 
sion, must be taken with the help of dogs^, trained for the 



* Act " Anent markiog of Sheip ; — That nane mark sheip, on the mark called 
** the king's mark, (eapeciallie within the mainland) without warrand." — Acts 10 
MS. It waa also ordered, that every mark should be registered in a book kept for 
ihe purpose. 

+ " Anent rowing of sheip :— That na man row sheip, unttll the time they are 
iBwfullie warned be the baylzie, as they will eschew to t>e repute thieves."— lb. 

X " Anent Sheip-dogis :— That na roan keip sheip-dogis but sic as are chosen 
" be the sherrifis and baylzles, with consent of the parochines, and for whom the 
" baylzie shall be aniwenble, under the painof ten puads." — lb. 
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purpose, every man was not allowed to keep these, but, to 
hinder all dishonesty, only a few were to be named by the 
parish bailie, and who were to be registered in his books, and 
for whom this officer was to be answerable ; these alone were 
to keep sheep-dogs, and to these or the bailie must every 
man apply upon every occasion when his part of the com- 
mon flock was concenied ; al their sight he was to buy, sell, 
mark, row, or kill ; and, without these precautions, no man 
durst intermeddle u ilhoul being habit and repute a thief, and 
prosecuted accordingly. To ascertain the property, every 
man was to fix upon some particular mark, which was to be 
registered in a parish book, and affixed at a certain season of 
llie year, hkewise before the bailie, or his* lawright-men ; and 
the time of rowing was intimated by proclamation, when all 
were to attend, and in public claim their own. 

The breed of sheep in Orkney is but small, and there is 
now but little care taken for their improvement, all the fore- 
going regulations being now in disuse. They, as was said be- 
fore, are never housed, which, with their natural timidity, 
makes them remarkably wild, and has given a handle to many 
to assert, that Orkney sheep were hunted like otlicr game 
Though tliis is but in some measure true, yet these mild and 
gentle animals, which seem particularly adapted by Provi- 
dence to supply us with the clothing, &c. we, by nature, so 
much want— I say, they seem here to be no favourites, but 
left to every storm, and to perish by every enemy. The 



■* to ihe parish bailie. 
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eagles and ravens destroy them, while lambs, in numbers ; 
the storms of winter and the sea, to which they are obliged 
to fly, in this inclement season, for a meal, kill them in hun- 
dreds ; but this is nothing but accident, nor equal to the ty- 
ranny practised over them by their pretended lord, Man, to 
whom they owe nothing, even for so much as shelter. He is 
not content with what they can easily spare, and that with- 
out complaint, their yearly tribute ; but all their lives are, 
sooner or later, at his call, and required with the greatest 
severity. Not even content with this last sacrifice they make 
him, he (here) uses them with the greatest cruelty, in receiv- 
ing their otfered and grateful price of a litde longer liberty. 
About midsummer there is a particular day pubhshed for 
rowing, when all the men in the parish, attended with their 
dogs, turn out, and drive the whole flock, without any pre- 
paration of washing, into narrow pens, and fi'om thence, I 
may say, to the place of execution, where the wool is torn 
(not shorn) off their backs, an operation which brings the 
whole blood into their skin, and is not oidy disgusting, but, 
if the season proves harsh, is the cause of great destructioD. 
But, however cruel it may seem, it is almost the only notice 
that is taken of these useful animals, by their unfeeling mas- 
ters, till that time twelvemonth. 

This operation is far different from that similar, so beauti- 
fully described by Thomson in his Seasons : 



Or ruahiug thence, in one dilTuaive band, 
They drive the troubled Hocks, by maiijr a dog 
Compell'd, to where the maiy-running brook 
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Forms a deep pool ; tliiit bank abrupt and b^[b, 
And that fair spreading in a pebbled ahore. 
Urg'd to the giddy brink, much is the toiJ, 
"Hie clamour much, of men, and boys, and dogi. 
Ere the soft fearful people to the flood 
Commit their woolly sides. And oft the sw aio, 
On some impatient seiiiiig, hurls them in: 
Embolden'd ihen, nor hesitating more. 
Fast, fast they plunge, amitl the flushing wave. 
And, panting, labour to the farthest shore. 
Repealed thus, till deep Ihe well wssh'd fleece 
Mas drunk the flood, and from his lively faaiml 
The trout is bauish'd by the sordid stream ; 
Heavj-, and dripping, to ihe breezy brow 
Slow move the harmless race, where, as they spread 
Their swelling treasures to the suimy ray, 
Inly dislurb'd, and wond'ring what tliis wild 
Outrageous tumult means, their loud complaints 
The couolry fill ; and, toss'd from rock to rock, 
Incessant bleatings run around the hills. 
At last of snowy white, the gather'd flocks 
Are in tlie wattled pea innumerous preas'd 
HeM above head ; and, rang'd in lusty rows, 
The shepherds sit, and whet the sounding shears. 
The housewife waits lo roll her fleecy stores, 
With all her gay ilress'd maids attending round. 
One chief, in gracious dignity enthron'd, 
Shines o'er the rest, the pastoral queen, and rays 
Her smiles, sweet beaming, on her shepherd king; 
While the glad circle round them yield their souls 
To festive mirth, and wit ihai knows no gall. 
Meanwhile, (heir joyous task goes on apace: 
Some mingling stir the melted tar ; and some. 
Deep on the new shorn Ts^ot'a beiTiag side, 
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• To stamp his master's cypher ready stand ; 
Others the unwilling wether drag along ; 
And, glorying in his might, the sturdy boy 
Holds by the twbted horns the indignant ram. 
Behold, where bound, and of its robe bereft, 
By needy man, that all-depending lord. 
How meek, how patTent, the mild creature lies ! 
What softness in its melancholy face. 
What dumb complaining innocence appears ! 
Fear not, ye gentle tribes, 'tis not the knife 
Of horrid slaughter that is o'er you wav'd ; 
No, 'tis th^ tender swain's well-guided shears, 
Who having now, to pay his annual care, 
Borrow'dyour fleece, to you a cumb'rous load. 
Will send you bounding to your hills again. 

Thotn8(m*s Summer. 



I hope the beauty of this description, and the contrast it 
makes with the former, with respect to the management of 
wool, this so useful commodity, and the method of procur- 
ing it in such a manner as to be least hurtful to liie creature 
that gives it, will excuse the length of it. The Orkney sheep 
are very prolific, many of them bringing two lambs, some 
three, but twins are common. The mutton is here in gene- 
ral but ordinary, owing to the sheep feeding much on sea- 
ware, to procure which these creatures shew a wonderful sa- 
gacity ; for no sooner has the tide of ebb begun to run, but 
they, though at a great distance, inunediately betake them- 
selves full speed, one and ail, to the shore, where they con- 
tinue till it begins to flow, when they as regularly retire. The 

B 
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wool of the Oricney sheep is short, but fine, insomuch that 
stockings made of some of it, and often washed, become like 
a sort of felu It is manufactured into coarse clotli, slu£&, 
coarse and very fine stockings, of all which small quantities 
are exported, or consumed amongst ourselves. 

The goat should come next, but this has yet been so spa- 
ringly introduced, as scarcely to claim a place in our Orkney 
Fauna. 



GJSJVl/S jr.— THE HOG. 

BMiSipi.9i- So* Saoh, Lin. &/$. lOi. Brit. Zool. 40. Pat. S^. 06. 
Sib. Scot. 9. 



Ours is a variety of the common, of a very small sise* 
and variable colour, the back full of very large and long 
bristles, tlie cars erect and sharp pointed, the nose surprising- 
ly strong : iu a word, their appearance is altogether dill'erent 
from those brought from the south, as their size is remarkably 
less. 'Hiey commonly go Uirough tlie hills, feeding on the roots 
of plants, eartliwonns, or what else they can pick up. When 
admitted among the corn grounds, they make vast havock by 
rooting ; seem to be much more mischievous in this way 
than the largest English breed, seldom leaving till iheytlirow 
up a ditch large enough to bury half a dozen of tliem, which 
btandiug full of water all winter, does vast burl Lo the grounds, 
though our fanners stiffly maintain the contrary. 
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When killed from the mountains they make but ordinary 
meat, and yet they are seldom otherwise fed ; when proper- 
ly managed they make very good pork and ham, and are 
sold in quantities to the shipping, eitlier in this manner, or 
quite fresh from the knife. 

An Orkney swine seldom weighs abovt sixty or seventy 
pounds, and this sold to the stranger at t\vopence per pound ; 
however, the country people seldom receive from the butcher 
above four or five shillings Sterling ahead; oft:ener under 
than above. 

Of the hair they make (notwithstanding its shortness) 
those ropes with which they let one another over the steepest 
and highest rocks, in quest of wild-fowl and their eggs ; and 
they tell us (\pith what truth I know not) they answer much 
better, and are less ready to gall on the rugged rocks, than the 
best hempen ones. However this may be, many of them are 
lo8t in these dreadful attempts, few of their professed climb- 
eis living out their days. 



GENUS r— THE CAT. 

Felii DoRiestica seu Catus, Rati Syn. 170. Felia C&lus, Ltn. Si/i.62. Brit, 
Zool.45. Pen. Syn. 183. 



Remabkable for nothing here, more than elsewhere, ex- 
cept the many apocryphal stories told of its not being able 
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to live in some of our islands. These are faithfuUy propagat- 
edf and handed down from father to son ; however, none of 
the stiffest assertors of the story could assure me they had 
made the experiment. This story is gravely told of Graem- 
sey, Damsey, and others ; but u{K)n asking my informers 
how they came to know this particular virtue of their islands ? 
They had it from such an old man, who, I suppose, had it 
from them that should know ! The mystery is, there are no 
mice in these small isles, and, of consequence, no need of 
cats. 

The cats are very ready to run wild, especially when near 
rabbit warrens, where they make great destruction, beiug an 
unsuspected enemy, playing this hour, and killing the next. 
There have been numerous instances of cats regularly bring- 
ing in their prey to their owners ; however, they are not al- 
ways so exact in this particular^ but often betake themselves 
to their own shifts, when once they have tasted the sweetness 
of the cuning's blood. 



GENUS FJ.— THE DOG. 



Canis, Raii Syn. Quad. 176. Canis Familiaris, Lin. Sy$. 56. BrU. Zool. 49. 

Pen. Syn. 141. if 144. Sib. Scot. III. 12. 

There are several varieties of the dog kind to be found 
here, as elsewhere, trained for different purposes, as the water 
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and land spaniels, for fowling, and curs for giving warning by 
barking ; but the most common are the shepherd's dog, and 
mongrels from it, called in general collys, or sheep-dogs. 
These are trained up to a sport, which, (says Mr Wallace) is 
" both strange and delectable,"' namely, hunting of sheep. 
The master of the dog has him in his arms, and points out the 
sheep, which he very nimbly seizes from all the flock, and, 
without much hurt, detains it till released by his master"*^. 
This custom had its inconveniencies, and oft times it hap* 
pened, as it does still, that the dog which could seize a sheep 
for his master, could do the same for himself To prevent 
thb, in the country acts, it was statute 'f* : ^' That nae mail 
^* shall keep rimning dogis, that runs frae house to house, 
^^ or through the country, cheasing their neighbours sheip ;" 
and this under the highest penalties. 

Foxes or wolves, I dare say, never had a footing in Ork- 
ney. 



GENUS VII.— THE OTTER. 

Loutra. The Otter, Raii Syn. Quad. 187 Sib. Scot. 10. Mustela Lutra, 

Jjj/n. Sifs. 66. Brit. Zool. 67. Pen. Sj/n. 238. 

Otters are found very frequent in these islands, burrow- 
ing in the banks of the sea, as well as those of the fresh-wa- 

* See the article Sheep. f Country Acts, MS. 
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ter lakes. I was lately informed of a pair who made a drain 
under a house in Kirkwall iheir haunt. They live upon cod- 
fish, conger-eel, or otlier fish in ihe sea, and Iroul in the firesh 
waters ; are very delicate ; eat only the best parts of the fish, 
leaving the rest to be picked up by the country |>eopIe. 
They always shut their eyes while eating; are often then 
surprised and killed. A young gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood lately told me, be observed one on a sea rock at 
his meal, upon whtch lie walked straight up to him, and, 
with a blow of a cudgel, so stunned him, that he put a strong 
jope about his neck, and led him home. Another man, who 
had wounded one with small shot, was not so lucky, for, on 
his appearing to be lifeless, he threw liim over his shoulder 
to carry him home ; he had not gone far before the animal 
recovered, and, before he was aware, bit him most severely. 
Indeed, their bite is always very hard. I was informed of a 
stniggle between a wounded one, and a strong water-spaniel, 
in the water : upon the latter's seizing him to drag him a- 
shore, he ibst'ened on the spaniel's leg, and in a moment 
snapl the bone to pieces. 

The otter's skin is an article of our exports, and when kil- 
led in winter is valuable ; however, I am told by many tliey 
are much scarcer than formerly. Skins sell here for about 
si.K shillings a-piece, if in season •. 

I have seen those killed in the sea, as well as frcsb-water 



* In Shetland tbey arc ftrj plenUful, and valuable. Tbc; tnuisporl Uie (tu to 
Hamburg, and sell thou from lii to twelve sbillinga a-picce. 
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lakes, but can observe no diiference, notwithstanding Lin- 
nseus tells us they never are seen in the sea. 



GBISIUS raJ.— THE SEAL. 

Seal..— Gm. Char. Cutting teeth, and (wo canine teeth io each jaw ; five palnu* 
ted toes on each foot; body thick at the shoulders, tapering towards the tail. 

The Common Seal. 



SealfSeoile, or Sea-Calf; Phiica, seu Vitulus Marinus, Rati S^. Quad. IS9. 
Se»-Calf» Philos. Tram. No. 4fi9. lab. 1. Phoca Vitulina, Lin. Sys. 56. 
Pen. Brit. Zool. 7 1 . Ejusd. Syn. 339. Ore. Selch, or Selcby. 



Seals with us are very numerous, especially in the de- 
sert isles, or sea rocks, that are separated from the land ; 
here they Ue, while the sea is low, in droves, and in season 
bring forth their young. Not having a specimen before me, 
I shall give that of my honoured friend Mr Pennant, as pub- 
lished in his works, to which, and his correspondence upon 
any difficulty, 1 have been often and much obliged, and think 
myself happy in having it in my power to return him, in this 
manner, my most grateful acknowledgments, for the coun- 
tenance he has all along shewn me in the pi-osecution of this 
work, and ever since I had the honour to be known to him. 

" The head and nose broad and flat, like those of the otter ; 
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*' the neck short and thick ; the eyes large and black ; tongue 
" forked at the end ; nostriU oblong ; on each side the nose 
" were several long stiff' hairs (these in the specimens I have 
" seen are undulated) ; and above each eye were a few of the 
" same kind ; two canine teeth in each jaw ; six cutting teeth 
" in the upper jaw, four in the lower ; no external ears ; body 
" covered witlihair; shorltail; toes furnished with strong and 
" sharp claws ; colour various, dusky, sand-coloured, brindcd, 
" spotted with white or yellow ; the hair of the old ones is 
" thick, short, and glossy ; that of the young, long, while, and 
" woolly." 

The largest seal I ever saw in Orkney measured, from the 
point of the nose to the hinder claws, eight feet. 

The seal swims with vast rapidity, and before a gale of wind 
is full of frohc, jumping and tumbhug about, somelimes wholly 
throwing itself above water, performing many awkward gam- 
bols, and at last retiring to its wonted rock, or caveni, which 
it keeps possession of (if undisturbed by man), from its own 
species (I have seen them often pushing one another down), 
and there continues till the storm is over. Seals seem to have 
a great deal of curiosity : if people arc passing in Ijoals, they 
often come quite close up to the boat, and stare at them, fol- 
lowing for a long time together; if people are speaking loud, 
ihey seem to wonder what may be tiie matter. The church 
of Hoy, in Orkney, is situated near a small sandy bay, much 
frequented by these creatures; and I observed when the bell 
rung for divine sen'ice, all the seals uilhin hearing swam di- 
rectly for the shore, and kepi looking about tliem, as if sur- 
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prised, rather than frighted ; and in this manner continued 
to wonder, as long as the bell rung. 

Numbers of seals are yearly caught about our coasts, botli 
with nets and shot, for the sake chiefly of ^lie skins and oil, 
though I am credibly iufornied, io North Ronaldsha they 
take them for another purpose, namely, for eating ; and they 
say they make good ham. I have seen numbers of them cut 
up, and have no doubt but the young ones may eat tolerably 
well, but the large and old ones must be very ordinary feed- 
ing, because the flesh is both black and very coarse-grained. 

There is a ship commonly goes from this place once a-year 
to SoUskerry, and seldom returns without 200 or 300 seals. 
She is manned with between thirty and forty men, who, as 
soon as they come up with the rock, land (except a few left 
to keep the ship, and receive what the others kill), and imme- 
diately surround what seals are then on it. One party arm- 
ed with clubs, fall to knocking them on the head, and ano- 
ther set to jacking, i. e. cutting off the skin, together with the 
blubber on it, while the others put it on board. They con- 
tinue thus as long as they have any thing to do^ and, when 
ail is over, immediately set sail, otlierwise they are in danger 
from the weather ; if it blows up there is no such thing as get- 
ting into their boats. When they arrive the jacks are divid- 
ed, and sold by public auction, at about five or six shilhogs 
sterUng a-piece; and each man makes about thirty shiUings 
sterling for his share, after allowing a third for the vessel, and 
something more than a common share for the master. After 
all in disposed of, the blubber is cut from the skin, and boil- 
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ed into oil, which sells Tvell, and with profit to the merchant. 
The skins are pinned to the walls of houses till dry, and are 
Uien sold to the truukniakers and oUiers, for cightpence or 
one shilling a-piece, small and great. 

The young and smaller seals yield the most oil ; the largest 
are good for little, except die skin ; indeed, our seal-catchers 
seldom care for killing tlie old ones, where they can have the 
others. 

Our tanoers dresstheseal'sskinbothforshoesand breeches, 
but they do not answer very well for the fonner, being soft 
and spongy ; when properly managed do well for breeches. 
l"hey are likewise dressed with the hair on, for saddle-covers, 
and I have seen very beautiful ones made into waistcoats. 

Seals seem to be subject to a plague, or murrain. About 
four years ago they drove ashore round our coasts in scores ; 
likewise in Caithness many of them were found dead. They 
were observed to cough much, make a sort of plaintive noise, 
and when they diet! and drove ashore were much swelled, 
and appeared as if very iat, but when cut up were nothing 
but skin and bone. 

']'hc places where scab abound most in Orkney are, the 
Skerries of Hoy, North Ronaldsha, and others of the north 
isles ; llie Barrel of Butter, Pightland Skerries, and several 
other holms of the south division of tlie islands ; but they are 
to be found round all the tiatlcr coastii, and the caverns of the 
sea. 
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GEmJS IX— THE RABBIT. 



Gen. Char. — Two cutting teeth ia each jaw ; long ears ; a short tail ; five toes 
before, four behind. 



Cuniculus, the Rabbit or Conj, Rail Sj/n. Quad. 205. Lepus Cuaiculus, 
Lia. Sys. 77. Sih. Scot. 11. Pen. Bnt.Zool. I.90. IV. ^\.pl.V7.fig.%. 
Ejusd. Syn. Qtiad. 251. Ore. Cuning. 



Many of the islands of Orkney swarm ivith rabbils. Their 
skins make a considerable article in trade ; arc very profita- 
ble to the proprietors of sandy grounds on this account, and 
their flesh; though I am afiraid, uponcalcnlation, it would be 
found the mischief they do, both in corn and grass grounds, 
by boring and subjecting them to blowing, is not counterba- 
lanced by the profits of the warreas ; but it often happens 
that present advantage makes us overlook future inconve- 
nience. The rabbits here are all of a brownish gray ; it some- 
times happens, though seldom, a while one is seen ; but the 
former is the prevailing colour, with the belly lighter. Those 
that keep constantly in the mountains are in winter hoary. 
At this season the fur is most valuable, and each skin is sold 
here for fourpence or fivepence, but when brought to a pro- 
per market will fetch sixpence. 

The rabbit is very proUfic, breeds many times aryear, and 
indeed, except in the dead of winter, we seldom see them 
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without young ones. They are but tender, and sometimes 
sink under our winters • ; a long snow either smothers or 
starves them in their holes ; but a season recruits them, and 
they swarm as much as ever. 

When confined to their holes by storm, hve on the roots 
of grass, which ihey dig through the saud in search of; 
are sometimes forced to the farmers' yards in quest of food ; 
and I have seen, in this rigorous season, the leaves of the 
water-tiag pared as far as the frost would allow by them, 
which at no other season they meddle with. They are of^n 
forced down to the sea to feed on the ware, which, in very 
bard seasons, gives tlieir Hesh a bad taste, and often kills 
them. 

The rabbit is a poor defenceless creature, and had not 
nature furnished it witli strong muscular limbs, and a vast 
inclination to burrowing, would be open to the attacks of 
every enemy ; as it seems to have less swiftness or cunning 
than the hare, and but little strength to defend itself, even 
from the most inconsiderable of the Iwasts or birds of prey. 
Its ordinary enemies are the eagles, hawks, ravens, and even 
boodcd-crows and owls, among the birds ; otteis (as I am 
credibly informed), dogs, and, to my knowledge, none more 
miscliievous among them than the domestic cats, an unsus- 
pected enemy amongst an unsaspecting (of them at least) 
people ; besides, the many inventions of men, such as snares, 
nets, guns, &c. all pointed at die Me of this poor animal, who 



* Which are aoan of the tno«t ieven. — Vtdc C* of the Climilc. 
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passes its life in a continual uneasiness, and seldom enjoys 
an ilndisturbed hour. 

Sir Robert Sibbald, p. 11. Scot. Illus» P. II. gives us a white 
hare. " In Orcadibus (says he), reperitur crinibus cando- 
^* rem nivalem referentibus/' Whether there was such an 
animal found here when Sir Robert wrote, I know not, ' but 
there is none such now, nor is there a hare of any kind to 
be found in the Orkneys *. 



GENUS X— THE RAT. 



Gen. CAar.— TW6 cutting teeth ineach jaw ; four toes before^five behind ; very 

slender taper tail, naked, or veiy slightly hsored. 



Species 1. — The Common Black Rat. 

Mus Domesticus Major, seu Rattus, RaU Syn. Quad. 81 ?• Mus Rattus, Lin. 
Sys. 83. Brit. Zool. 97. Pen. Syn.299* Sib. Scot. 12. 

« 4 • 

Whjbther this is a native of the Orkneys, or when in- 
troduced, is more than I know ; this far is certain, that it was 

* Torfasus says (p. 196,), .tbece were hares (lepores) in Orkney, and that the 
hunting of them was the amusement of the Counts ; but whether we are to un* 
derstand by this term rabbits, I am uncertain, as he uses a word for deer in ano- 
ther place, (p. 140)i which is now commonly put for the rein-deer, an animal 
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found many years ago much more common than now, hav- 
ing been extirpated by a still more pernicious species, which 
shall be next described. 

The common rat is still to be found in South Ronaldshat 
■where the other has not come, and, Uke all the genus, is de- 
structive to every thing eatable, and scarce possible to be ex- 
cluded. 

The story, wliich Sir Robert Sibbald tells us from Cicero, of 
their leaving a house before it falls, is here very prevalent ; 
numbers of instances given, as usual in such cases ; and great 
expressions of wonder, if the iact be questioned ! Whatever 
is in this, it is certain rats entirely quit particular houses, and 
that for years, without any apparent reason, as 1 have often 
had occasion to observe, though the catastrophe did not al- 
ways liiliil the prediction I 



Species 2. — The Norway Rat. 

Brit. Zool. 99- Pm. Syn. 30a Biowii RaU 

A very large and mischievous species ; no native, but in- 



pfolMtbly ae%tt * lutive of Great Britain. " ConsitevCTut Comites id Catan^ 
" liam, iadequi ad monutia nd vcnslum caprnrum rangij'ervrumque quotiiuui 

" proficnu," tU Vide Torf. His. Rer. Ore. cap. 3(i. 

In au tixUact made froui M'Kailea'a Short Relation of the roost Remarkable 
Things in Oiknejr, I find the following observation : " lliere arc uo foxci nor 
" barcaj odI; 1 wai informed that, about eighty yean ago, llicfv were Mvanl 
" citbcr black or vthite baiea upon tbe t>i o great nountaiiu of Choye/ ttc. — P. 
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traduced by shipping ; swarms in the raaiiiland of Orkney ; 
suffers none else of the genus to remain where it comes. It 
infests our houses, barns, and storehouses. Our hen-roosts, 
and rabbit-warrens, are not safe for it Even man himself, 
whether alive or dead, can scarce be preserved fioni the at- 
tacks of this dangerous enemy. The Norway rat is furnish- 
ed with a set of weapons which render it formidable lo crea- 
tures which have much more strength ; strong legs and sharp 
claws, which enable it to pierce even walls ; fore-teeth, and 
muscles of such strenglh, as nothing but the hardest metals 
and the solid rocks can resist ; an inch plank is no stop to it; 
it makes its way through the thickest woodwork in a few 
hours. No place is safe from them, even the church-yards * 
and the graves of the dead are broke up by this dreadful in- 
truder. This species has got such root in tlieburying-ground 
of Stromness, that there is no such thing as extirpating them ; 
the quays of Stromness are full of them ; and in houses every 
thing eatable is devoured or spoiled by them. A lady some 
time ago told a story of her having put by in a cask, seven 
hams of our Orkney swine, and some time after, having occa- 
sion to use some part of them, found a hole in the cask, and 
every one of them picked to the boue, with the skin left to 



• This calls to my mind a passage in Keysier's Travels, where he lells us, " that 
" the bones of dead bodies aie a real preservative against several species of ver- 
" DiiD i aiid possibly the earth of a church-yaid, where great iiumbei's of corpses 
" are mouldered away, may be effectual against rats." The church-yard of 
Stromuesi is, however, a positive exception to lliis, for there they swarm without 
inj hope of getting iheni rooted out. — Vide Ke;yfi. Travels^ vol. i. p. 91. 
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cover it, no further damaged than to afford a passage for them ; 
nay, there have been instances of childrens toes being gnawn 
by these animals. 

This species swims well, and dives with ease, and long ; is 
very impudent ; makes no great haste in withdrawing itself. 
I have often seen them, when pursued to their holes, turn in 
the entry, and with a threatening look dare their adversary, 
scarce disappearing till he comes close up to them. 

A few of the islands of Orkney are not infected, I may 
say, with these animals ; but I think they seem to be on the 
increase, and spread like a plague. 

Some of this species are very large. I have measured seve- 
ral of them, which I found differed a little, but the largest, 
from the nose to the point of the tail, eighteen inches and 
three^iuarters long ; the teeth large, strong, and sharp ; the 
muscles of the cheeks very ftiU ; the fur brown, lighter below ; 
the tail is almost bare of hair, covered with scales, and in 
many full of knobs and scars, the consequence of its encoun- 
ters with cats and other enemies. The ears are large and 
thin, capable of being much erected, which the animal always 
does to the utmost when looking earnestly at any thing ; the 
eyes full, black, and somewhat prominent. 



1 
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Species 3. — Tfie Field-Mouse. 

« 

Mas Domesticus Medius^ Rait Syn. Quad. 218. Mus Sjlvaticus, Lin. Sy8.S4. 

Brit. Zool. 103. Pen. Syn. 302. 

Found prelty common in the fields, burrowing in holes 
of the earth. It lays up a small heap of grain for winter pro- 
vision ; is sometimes dispossessed of its apartment by the 
larger earthing field-bee, which, it seems, is not so capable 
to form for itself a convenient habitation, and therefore shifts 
the best way it can, by thus forcing a sheltering place. 



Species 4. — The Shart^taikd Field-Mouse. 



H Syn. Quad. 2 1 8. Mus Agrestis, JPaim. Suec. 30. Brii. Zool. 104. Ork. 

Vole. Motue. 



This species is found very conmion in the mossy and 
foggy heaths, where it makes itself tracks of several miles long 
(if they are forthright), over the whole heath. These tracks 
are about three inches broad, much worn by continual tread- 
ing, and warped through a thousand directions. Where the 
fog is short they are open, but where this is long, by it arch- 
ed above ; seldom tum off for a stone, but, turning half round 
it, proceed in their former course. 
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Species 5. — The Commmi Mouse. 

Mu> Dom»licus Vulgaris seu Minor, Rati Si/a. Quad. S18. Mutt Musculus, 
Lm.Sgs.93. Brit. Zool. 105. Sib. Scot. 12. 

Common ever)' where, except in a few of the lesser ishinds, 
^thich our couutry sages tell us gravely are privileged, aiid 
ueither cat nor mouse will live in them, even though brought 
thither. They add further, the earth of these isles brought 
thence kills them wherever they are. When an honest gray- 
headed man told mc this, I desired to let me have a little of 
the earth of his isle, to make the experiment, but this he 
would by no means grant ; this would, in his opinion, take 
away the virtue from the rest, and of consequence subject 
lliem to tite common fate of the rest of Orkney. However, 
I suppose tliis earth is soinelhiug a-piece with that of the mo- 
nastic earth Mr Peun.int speaks of in his Tour* ; perhaps re- 
(juirt:s some ceremonies we are unacquainted with to make 
it succeed. 

This is not the only vulgar error the Orcadians have fallen 
into; they stoutly atfirm that, in a wet cold season, all their 
bear shoots up in the form of wild oats-f-, and few of them 
will be convinced to the contrary. They add, that if the next 
spring prove mild, if again sown, it will put on the appear- 
ance of barley ! That wild oats do spring in greater quauti* 

* ^'i(ie Tour through Scotland, p. 158. 

t Vide Stillin2;t)M('i Tracts, where be iclli ui vtry much ihc same thing of hit 
couotr^meo. 
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ties in some years than others, is incontestible, and that in 
places where bear has been sown, but this is no reason to 
conclude the bear to be changed into it. It is certain that 
some seeds will keep their vegetative powers for a number of 
years ; might it not then be supposed that the wild oats 
which come up in a cold season have been dormant, and 
such a season not permitting the bear to come up, they being 
more hardy have succeeded in its place. This, I should think, 
a more natural way of arguing, and hinders us from being 
obliged to have recourse to miracles, where there is no need 
of any. 

Perhaps there are some who may think these observations 
trivial, perhaps they are so, but if they do nothing else they 
shew the simplicity of the manners amongst us, and into 
what absurdities human nature will run, when not more or 
less enlightened by philosophy. 

I have seen in Orkney a mouse skin prettily mottled with 
white and dusky, but never any entirely white*. 

* Since wriing the abovei I received from a neighbouriDg cleigyman an en- 
tirely white mouse, which was caught in summer in a stable. 
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GENUS XL— THE SHREW-MOUSE. 

Gen. CAor^— Two cottbg-Ueth b each jaw, pointiDg forward ; long tleoder 

note ; small ears ; five toes on each foot. 



Species 1 . — The ShretshMotue. 

Mus Araoeusi Shrew, Shrew-Mouse, or Hardy Shrew, Rati Syn. Quad. 933. 
Sorez Araneus, Lin. Sy$. 74. Brit. ZooL 1 12. Pen. Syn. Quad. 201. Sib. 
Scot. Mus Araneus, £rd Shrew. 



Found but rarely ia Orkney. I have only seen two spe- 
cimens, and these dead ones, which I observed in the fields. 
The snout small and extended, with many small teeth ; the 
eyes and ears scarce visible; the colour of the fur reddish; 
the tail shorter than the body ; the legs very short. 

Labours under a very bad character here, as well as esel* 
where ; believed to hurt cattle by its breath and bite, but per- 
haps with Kttle truth ; the smell of it is very disagreeable, and 
on that account it Ls avoided by almost every creature ; cats 
indeed, mbtaking it perhaps fo{ the common mouse, will kill 
it, but will not eat it. 

This creature completes the number of Orkney quadrupeds 
which have yet been discovered, unless, with Linnaeus, we 
take into this class the cetaceous fishes, which, indeed, have 
this in common with them, that they breathe through lungs. 
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suckle their young, and perform several other functions in 
common with quadrupeds ; but though they are the Unk of 
the great chain that connects the quadrupeds with the fishes, 
yet the chain, in the opinion of many eminent men, ought here 
to be divided, and the cetaceous fishes placed at the head 
of these animals in whose more pecuhar dominions nature has 
placed them. Therefore, to follow the great Mr Ray's ar- 
rangement, and after the example of my worthy and learned 
friend Mr Pennant, I shall place' them at the head of the in- 
habitants of the waters, and here close my account of the 
four-footed race. 



ADDENDA. 



The Weasel. 



Tbe Weasel, or Weesel, Rati Syn. Quad. 195. The Whitred, Sib. Scot. 11. 

Brit. ZooL 82. 

This species was introduced into Shetland some years ago, 
and seems to increase : tradition says by a falconer, who had 
been denied his hawk-hens, and, in revenge, brought some 
weasels with him next year, to destroy their domestic fowls. 
However, this has not answered the'end ; nay, they are even 
of use in keeping o£f rats and mice, and encouraged for that 
purpose. 
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CLASS II.-BIRDS. 



ORDER I. OR RAPACIOUS. 



GENUS I.— THE FALCON, 

Gen. CAar.^BiU hooked, covered at the base with a naked membraoe, or cere ; 
nostrils small, oval, placed in the cere ; tongue large, fleshy, and often cleft at 
the end ; head and neck covered with feathers ; legs and feet scaly ; middle toe 
connected from its first joint to that of the outmost by a strong membrane ; 
claws large, much hooked, and very sharp ; that of the outmost toe the least. 



Species 1.— Ui/igftoi/ Eagle.* 

Golden Eagle, with a white ring about its tail, fViL Orn. 59* Rau Syn. Ad. 6. 
White-tailed Eagle, Edw. I. Fal. Fulvus, Lin. Sys. Ringtail Eagle, Brit. 
Zool.Bo. Vol. Lp. 124. 

The great characters which distinguish this from other 
species of eagles are, a large broad band of white which en« 
compasses the root of the tail ; the legs, which are feathered 

* In Orkney all Eagles are called Eames. 
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lo the very feet ; and in some (which perhaps may be young 
birds), the head is hoary. It is of a large size, and very fre- 
quent in the hills, where it makes its nest in the rocks, which 
is oflen placed within reach, and, when this is the case, al- 
ways becomes a prey to destruction. These birds are very 
strong, and make vast havock (in breeding-time especially) 
among lambs, young and old swine, which they often destroy 
in the mountains, rabbits and poultry. A clergyman some 
time ago told me, he met with one of them mounted in the 
air, with a pretty large pig in her talons, which she dropt 
alive upon his firing at her. We have even a tradition here 
of an eagle's having taken up a child from behind some reap- 
ei^, in the parish of Orphir, and carried it to her nest in 
Hoy ; but by the assiduity of the people, who immediately 
followed her, the child was rescued unhurt '*^. 



Species 2. — The Sea Eagle. 

Sib. Hist. Scot. 14. Sea Eagle, or Osprey, WiL Orn. 59* RoH Sj^ Av* 7* 
Mart. Hist. Wat. Isles, 70. The Sea Eagle, Brit. Zool. J I. 126. Falco 
OssifraguB, Lf II. j^. 124. 



This very large species is very often seen, and sometimes 
surprised on our low shores, feeding on fish, which it has either 

* Vide Sir Robert Sibbald Scot. 111. kv here, the same story is told, though in 
somewhat a different manner. 
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caught itself, or has been left by the otter. I have often seen 
it soaring, at a vast height in the air, immediately over a con- 
ger or other fish, which has by any accident been left dry by 
the tide ; and this may shew us the vast strength of this crea- 
ture's sight, which can take in such a small object at such a 
great distance. 

The characters which distinguish this species from the last 
are the legs, which are not feathered to the toes, (as in the 
last) but only a httle below the knees, and the want of the 
band of white on its tail ; likewise its haunts are more about 
the sea. 

Eagles of every kind (because of their rapacious manners, 
and the harm they did to the inhabitants in destroying their 
cattle), were in Orkney proscribed. In the old acts of the 
country I find the following : ** Anent slaying of the eame. 
" Apud Kirkwal, decimo die Decembris, anno 16'25. The 
'* (jlk day it is statute and ordained be Thomas Buchannan, 
" sherifi"-deput of Orkney, with consent of the gentlemen and 
" suiters of court, being put for the lyme, yt whatsoever per- 
" sone or persones shall slay the earne or eagle, shall have of 
" the bailzie of the parochine, qr it shall happen him to slay 
" the earne or eagle, viiid.*, for every rick within the paro- 
" chine, except of the cottars who has not sbeip; and xss.-f- 
*' to ilk persone for ilk earne's nest it shall happen him to 



* Eightpence Scots, equal to -^A. slerliog, tben the price of a hen \a Orkney. 
t Twenty shillings, equal to one shilling and etghlpence sterliflg, thca the price 
or a sheep. 
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' berrie ; and they all put the same to the bailzie, and llie 
' bailzie shall be hoiden to present tlie head of the said earne 
at tlic head court." 



Species 3. — The Bitie. 

Pjrgargut, or While-lailed Eagle, Hit. Om. 6). Rait Syn. Av> ?• PygargM 

Hihoulariui, an Etne, Sib. Stot. 14. Vullur Albiulla, Lin. Sg/t. 123. The 
Eme, BHi. Zool. /. 131. tab. 3. 



This species I only lately discovered in the Orkneys, 
though ii is resident in them, and brings t'orlh its young there. 
The description is as follows : Bill yellow, long, and crooked 
at the point, the upper chap falling much over the lower ; 
the cere yellow ; the head, neck, and shoulders ash-coloured, 
or rather inclining to gray ; where the tiiroal and breast are 
joined, the gray is variegated with several blackish-brown 
blotches ; tlie belly dark-coloured ; the feel a bright yellow, 
unfeathercd, with strong claws; the back and wings almost 
black, csiwcially the quill-feathers of tiic latter; Ihe wings 
themselves very strong and long ; the niwp of tlie cock very 
dark-coloured ; the tail, especially in the male, of a very pure 
white. A pair of these birds build their nests in Ihe Black- 
Craig of Stromness, and 1 am told have done so these many 
years, none* else of tlie kind oflcring to disturb ihal spot, 
which lliesc have chosen for tlieir retreat. 

* TUi H U) old obacrvaiioD, ibat the ciglei uiaiiiuin iheir light to Uial spot 
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Sir Robert Sibbald takes notice of another, which he calls 
the melanaetos, and tells us it is found in ^^ una Orcadum in- 
" sularum /' however, I never could get any account of it, or 
ever observed it in Orkney. 



Species 4. — The Gyrfalam. 

StxfAcjM, Wil Om. 78. Oyrfalco, Jiatt Syn. Av. 13. Sib. Scot 14. Brit. 

Zool. II. p. 135. tab. 4. 

This aquiline species I have had an opportunity to see 
here, but whether a constant inhabitant in Orkney or not, I 

« 

am not certain, but rather think not. 

where they have affixed on for their rojal ttiie, and is beautifully described by 
Thomson in his Spring, as follows : — 



from the summit of a craggy cliff, 
Hung o'er the deep, such as amazing frowns 
On utmost Kilda's shore, whose lonely race 
Resign the setting sun to Indian worlds, 
The royal eagle draws his vigorous young, 
Strong pounc'd, and ardent with paternal fire. 
Now fit to raise a kingdom of their own. 
He drives them from his fort, the towVing seat. 
For ages, of his empire ; which, iii peace, 
.Unstain'd he holds, while many a league to sea 
He wings his course, and preys in distant isles. 

Spring, I. 752— 768, 
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Species 5. — The Goshawk. 

Sih Scot. 15. Accipiter Pslumbarius, the Goshawk, Ma: Decitur, lh« Tercel, 
f¥il. Om. 83. Rati Syn. Jc. 18. Faico Pnliinibarius, Lm. Sys, 130. Brit. 
Zool. I. p. 140. tab. 5. 



This species is pretty frequent in Orkney, and I suppose 
is one of the hawks the king's falconer was wont to fetch 
from our rocks. To this day there is a rent-charge exacted 
from many of the inhabitants for the maintenance of these 
bawksi called hawk-hens, and which is still yearly uplifted. 
Of old it consisted of any carrion, such as a dog, horse, or 
other garbage, for which they were charged at a stated 
price if not delivered. Mr Wallace tells us, thekite,orglead, 
was to be found in Orkney in plenty ; however, I never saw 
nor heard of them, and rather believe those he had seen were 
stragglers from other countries, for the manner of their flight 
renders them very conspicuous even at a great distance, so 
that one can scarce be mistaken in them. But I rather think 
this species is not to be found in Orkney, as there is no pro- 
per shelter for them, they being fonder of gloomy woods than 
sea-beat rocks, and delighting more in an extensive country 
than narrow isles ; at least these are the observations I made 
on them while in Scotland, where I seldom observed them 
very near the sea. 
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Species 6. — The Hen-Harrier. 



WU. Om. 70. JRun 4!?^. Av. VJ. The Hen-Harrier, the male ; the Ring- 
tail, the female, Brit. ZooL 11. p. 147. Ore. Kattabelly. 

This large species is very frequent with us all the year, and 
approaches nearest the country-houses of any hawk we have, 
making great destruction among young poultry. Its ordina- 
ry flight is lower than the generality of our hawks, and its 
whole appearancie liker the owl kind. In winter is almost 
white, except the tips of the wings ; in sununer more ash-co- 
loured. 



Species ?• — The Kestrtl. 



The Kestril, Stannel, Stanegal, Windhover, Wil. Om. 84. Haii Syn. Av. 16, 



BriU Zool. 149. Ore. Windcuffer. 



This species is often observed, as it were, rivetted to one 
place, always attentive to what passes immediately below it, 
and by this circumstance has gained the name of windcuffers. 
I lately observed a couple of these which had nested in the 
steeple of the church of Stenness, in Orkney, and lived in good 
neighbourhood with a pair of ravens, which likewise had made 
this their retreat. It preys upon mice, small birds, and some* 



38 NATURAL HISTORY [Btnb. 

times chickens^ which it darts from the air upon, and snatches 
in an instant, seldom missing its prey. 



Species 8. — The SparrouhHawk. 

WiL Om. 86. Rati Syn. Jv. 18. Falco Nisus, Lin. Syi. ISO. Brit. Zool. 

15\. Sib. Scot. 15. 

This little mischievous species is found very common in 
our sea-rocks, as well as in the precipices of the hills, where it 
defends its nest with great spirit against all intruders. I lately 
saw a batde between one of this species and the short-eared 
owl, which began by the latter approaching too near the 
hawk's dominions. The hawk had visibly the better, notwith- 
standing the superior bulk of the other ; every stroke he gave 
the owl made him scream out, while he nimbly avoided all 
harm from his clumsier enemy, and who in the end was ob- 
liged to withdraw, and leave him the calm possession of what 
they fought for. 

This species, as weU as the next, makes vasthavock among 
pigeons ; I have observed it light among a flock, and drive 
them all several ways, seldom missing one or other of them. 
It, too, makes great destruction among the smaller birds, 
coursing them through the air like a Uttle hound, and, how 
soon it gets a proper opportunity, one stroke finishes the 
contest ; but this is so severe, that a gentleman told me he 
observed one of this species knock down one of his pigeons, 
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which he picked up, and found the entrails drove out of it by 
the force of the blow. 

It is wonderful to observe at what a distance the small birds 
know this hawk, and with what anxiety they shun him ; when 
pursued often running themselves into more certain danger; 
bushes, caves, houses, even the bosom of their general enemy, 
Man,' is then an asylum, though oft;en trying to save their 
lives, they more certainly lose them. 



Species 9. — Tfie Merlin. 

r 

mi. Om. 85. RaiiSyn. Av. 15. Brit. Zool. 153. Sib. Scot. 15. Mer- 
lin, the female ; Jack, the male. Accipiter iEsalon. 

Often seen skimming along the fields in search of prey ; 
flies low ; and, like the former, kills its prey with a stroke of 
its wing, and sometimes nimbly whips a small bird firom the 
ground, and inmiediately makes off with it ; remarkably te- 
nacious of its prey, seldom willing to part with it ; to preserve 
it will catch it in its claws, and fly as well as it can, even' 
though with a pigeon, moorfowl, or other bird heavier than 

# 

itself. All the merlin^s motions are quick, its turnings and 
windings so much so, that they can scarce be followed with 
the eye. It is full of spirit ; when wounded (if not mortally), 
fights with bill and claws, and if it hits seldom fails to fetch 
the blood, lb a word, though among the least, it is the 
brbkest among the hawk kind in these islands. 
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I have observed in winter a hawk of the bulk of one of tlic 
two latter species, and having very much of their manners, 
but different in colour, being ash-coloured above* and while 
l>elow, but whether one of them having the colour changed 
by the season I know not, as 1 never could procure a speci- 
men. 

When (alconry was in vogue, the Orkney hawks were in 
much esteem and request, and a falconer came once a-year 
lo carry off" the young birds ; but what species it was he sought 
atler I cannot get any tolerable information, as the names are 
delivered in such general terms there is no drawing any thing 
from. I hear of the falcon, the tercel, and the hawk, but 
what species of these I cannot discover. Sir Robert Sibbald, 
indeed, places the falco gentilis,-|- or tercel gentle, in these 
isles ; but all my search for this bird has as yet been in vain. 
Indeed, the falcons arc a genus of birds whereof specimens are 
generally difficult to procure^ except the more ignoble, as 
the hen-harrier, &c. which is often shot in the yards ; however, 
if my want of information in this genus could stir up any lo 
help me, I should think it a point gained, to render these 1 
have observed completer, and acknowledge the favour. 

In the bill for dissolving and disannexing the earldom of 
Orkney from the Crown, we find the find following particu- 
lar: *' That ail hawks be reser\'cd lo his Majesty, witli the 
" falconers salaries, according to ancient custom." 



• Biir, Zool. I. p. 6a. 



t Vide Sib. Scot. 14. 
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GENUS //.—THE OWL. 

Gtn. CAar.— "Bill hooked ; base covered with bristles ; do cere ; sostrils obtoDg ; 
tongue cleft at the end; eyes very large and protuberaal, aurrounded by a 
circle of a feathers ; head very large and round, full of feathers ; ears large 
and open ; outmost toe versatile, or capalile of beiog turned back, ao as to act 
with the back toe ; claws hooked, and sharp. 

Species I. — The Eagle-Owl. 



Bubo Maximus, nigri et fusci coloiis, Sib. Scot. 14. Great Horn or Eagle Owl, 
Wil.Orn.m- Rail Sipi. Slris Bubo, Lin. Syj. 131. Bnt.Zool. Illus. 
\0.tab.\G. Ore. Katogle. Stock Owl, W^a/. Desc. o/" Or*. 



This bird I have never seen, but am credibly informed is 
slil! to be found in the Orkneys, especially in the hilly parts, 
where it is otten surprised sleeping. When the horns are 
erected, I am told it has very much the appearance of a cat, 
whence the Orkney appellation. Not having a specimen, I 
shall give the description of tliis bird from Mr Peunant's Bri- 
tish Ztjology, a book worthy to be read by every lover of na- 
tural history, and ought to excite every one to give him what 
assistance is in his power, to the perfecting of a plan which is 
not in the power of any one man, though, like Mr Pennant, 
indefatigable, to accomplish. 

" In size it is almost e{|ual to the eagle ; the irides bright 
" yellow ; the liead and whole body finely varied with lines, 
" spots, and specks of black, brown, ash-colour, and ferrugi- 
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" nous ; the wings long ; the tail short, marked with dusky 

" bars ; the legs thick, coveted to the end of the toes with a 

" close and full down, of a pale yellowish brown ; the claws 

*' great, much liooked, and dusky." 



Species 3. - 7%e Siwrf-Eartd Owl 



This bird I shot in the hills of Hoy, where it is very fre- 
quent, and builds its nest among the heath. It is impudent 
in breeding-time, sonielinics catching up chickens trom (he 
doors. I have likewise seen it in chase of pigeons in day- 
hght, which is not ordinary with the owl kind. In a nest I 
found in Hoy were the remains of a niooribwl, two plovers, 
besides the feet of several others, and the birds, two in nuna- 
bcr, ready to fly ; the n»t was in a large heath-bush, made 
without any art ; intolerably fetid, by reason of the heat of the 
weather, which had putrified sonic part of the provisions ; and 
which was still increased by tlic dung, &c. of the birds, which 
the parents did not seem so attentive to remove as 1 have ob- 
served tlie smaller birds upon such occasions. The descrip- 
of this bird is as follows : 

llic lengtli of this bird was thirteen inches, the breadth three 
feet; the weight ten ounces and a half; the bill strong, and 
much hooked.of a blackish hom-colour, almost buriedarooogst 
a set of white bristly lealbers; the eyes large and full ; theiiides 
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a most beautiful colour, commonly yellow ; the pupil large, 
with a nictitating membrane ; the eyelids covered with black 
bristles, round them a circle of white, mixed with tawny ; 
the crown of the head brown, variegated with lighter colours. 
Above each eye stood a single feather, taller than the rest, the 
half of which (or one web) was black and the other white. 
While the bird Uvedt Qnd w£» suddenly sta.rtled, it would erect 
these like small horns, and fall a hissing like a cat ; but the 
horns were scarce discernible when it died, unless to a nice 
§ii8pection, in which it would be seen that they covered more 
of liidr neighbours than they ought. The ears were surpris*- 
in^y large, opening ifom the neck to the throat, surrounded 
with a set of small parti-colour^ feathers. The back of the 
head was covered with brownish feathers, edged with grayish 
yellow ; the back and coverts are brownish, edged with a 
dull yellow. The legs, to the nails, are covered with whitish 
yellow feathers ; the quills are dusky, barred with red, the se- 
cond feather serrated ; the tail brown and spotted ; the breast 
and belly a dirty yellow. 
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Of Owls with smooth heads. 
Species 3.— 7%c White Owl 

Common Barn, White, or Cfaurch-Owl, Howlet, Madge-Howlet, Gnfihowter, 
Wil Om. 104. Raii Syn. 25. Strix Flammcs, Liii. SyU. ISS. Brii. 
Zool. 157. 



The Hulote, as it is here called, is found in the more retired 
places of Hoy in summer, where it builds ; at other times is 
more domestic, and ventures into out-houses, ruins, churches, 
&c. where it continues all day, if not disturbed, asleep ; in 
the night looks out for prey, which is mice, small birds, and 
other creatures it can mast^. 



Species 4^ — The Brown Owl.'' 

The Grey (hf), Wil. Om. Raii Syn. Av. £6. Strix Ulula, Lin. Sya. ISSi 

Brit. Zool. 159. 

This species is found in the. more hUly parts in siunmer, 
but I never saw nor heard of it in winter, so I suspect it a 
migratory bird, though of this I am not certain ; and, indeedt 
this species is much shyer than the rest, and worse to come at^ 
keeping much more in its retreats thai) them, and not so im- 
pudent as the short-eared species before described ; as for the 
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magde-howlet,it maybe considered everywhere as one of these 
cneatures that nature has^ in some measure, tamed, and given 
to man to be domesticated, for its retreats are so near him 
that a little familiarity, I imagine, would render this creature, 
who in a manner offers its services to mankind, almost as useful 
as its kindred cat, and not abit more mischievous than the great- 
er part of these but half- tamed and ever suspicious domestics. 
There are none of the butcher kind in Orkney that ever I 
could find 



ORDER II.-^PIEit. 



GENUS III.-^CROWS, 



Gen. CAar.— Bill strong ; upper mandible a little convex ;. edges cultrated ; nos- 
trils covered y/ith bristles reflected over them; tongue divided at the end; 
toes three forward, one backward ; the middle joined to the outmost as far as 
the ^st joint. 

^Species 1. — The Raven. 



Will. Om. 18 1. Rati Syn. Jv. 39* Corvus Coras, Lin. S^s. 155. Brit.ZooL 
166. Corvus, the Raven Nostralibus, the Corbie, Sib> Scot 15. Ore. 
Corby. 

In the winter and spring vast flocks of corbies are seen here, 
but are very wild ; when breeding*time draws near they grow 
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much thinner, many of them, I suppose, going off to other 
countries to breed. However, many continue here the whole 
year, as the country people, who Uve in the more hilly parts, 
daily experience to their loss ; for in the time of hatching, 
and when the young flight are out, the parcntu become very 
imputlent and voracious ; then lambs, pigs, and chickens are 
destroyed in numlwrs ; and though the corby has not strength 
to carry away a Iamb or pig, yet it tears out their eyes, en- 
trails, and what il can manage. 

The bill and claws of tliis bird are very strong, the latter 
much hooked. The colour is black, with a fine gloss; the 
legs black, as are all the larger feathers ; the belly dusky. 

The quill-feathers make excellent writing-pens, are very 
strong and clastic, and last long. 

Id hard winters the raven comes nearer the towns than 
usual for such a shy bird ; then he Is frequently seen by the 
shores, aiul even witliin a stone's-tlirow of tiie houses of Strom- 
ncss, picking up what garbage, &c. he can find, but retires 
from us at the return of spring, and betakes himself to the 
precipices of the hills and rocks,and sometimes to Uie steeples 
of the churches, or any ruined building, and there he makes 
his summer's retreat, levying contributions on all around ; for 
from so generous in this respect a-s our count ry-i'olks say of 
the eagle, who (they icU us) takes but u beu froni every 
bouse of the parish, ami none* from those in the neighbour- 
hood of his royal nest. 



* VMr tit. Enc ; the iwle *ni quouticn from TImhomo. 
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RaVebs haye been sometimes seen white, and though this 
is but seldom the case, I have heard of two or three exEunpleSj 
both in these and rooks, though not all in Orkney : of the 
latter it was impossible, as they are seldom, if ever, seen here. 



Species 2. — The Roi^ston Civw. 



mil. Om. 124. Raii Syn. Av. 36. Mart. Disc. West. Isles, 376. Hooded- 
Crow, Sib, Scot. 15. Corvus Comix, lAn.Sy$. 156. Bril.Zoot. 169. Ore. 
Crow. 



Verv numerous here through the whole year; like the 
other builds in the rocks, and in breeding-time is destructive 
to chickens ; at other times is not so bold, but contents itself 
with any garbage, or the insect*} that breed in dung, &c. 

It is more familiar than the corby, and continues the whole 
winter about the houses, till the calls of love draw it out with 
the rest of the feathered tribe to their summer retreats. 

Its nest is composed of a great quantity of sticks* placed 
in the hollow of a rock (trees we have none fit), and lined with 
sotler materials, such as wool, pieces of rloth, and, in a word, 
every thing it can pick up. It lays from four to six eggs, 
which are green, spotted with black, as those of the other 
species of the crow kind mostly are. 

These meet in the spring in vast flocks, as if to consult the 
important ati'airs of summer, and, af^ flying about in this 
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manner for eight days or so, separate into pairs, and betake 
themselves to the mountains. 



Species 3. — The Jack-Daw. 

fVil.Om. l^5. RaiiStfH. Av. 40. Corvus Monedula, Lin. Sift. 15G. Brit. 
Zool. 175. Scotis tl Ore. Kae. Brit. Zooi. iliut. 62. tab. M. 



This bird, I am informed, is to be found in the breeding- 
time in'the rocks of South Ronaldsha, Walls, &c. where they 
make their nests, with the rock-pigeons and stares, iu the 
holes of the rocks. 

" It is," says Mr Pennant, " a docile, loquacious bird, to 
" wliich we may add, imperliuently curious, thievish, fond of 
" every thing glittering, which, if it can snatch, it carries to 
" its retreats out of reach ; where in a tame state, X have seen 
" it lay up a quantityof stufl'il could make no use of, — apro- 
*' per represenlative of a miser, who thinks hiniseit' happy to 
** add anodier glittering piece to the hoard, even though he 
** perhaps dares make no more use of Lhem, than the daw 
" cort of liis magazine of mgs, childreus' jewels, bits of glass, 
" and halfpence." 

These are what of the crow kind 1 have olKcrved, or have 
been infomied of, in the Orkney Islands. Our want of woods 
hinders most of the pies, or pie kind, from settling here, even 
though there is jK'riiaps no other reason to be given for our 
want of them. 'Xlie magpie is never seen here, though so 
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iiequent in Scotland that few farm-yards that have trees in 
them, but they are the tenants of. Rooks are reckoned omi- 
nous, if ever they appear here* ; and for the woodpeckers f-, 
I do not think we have one of the genus. 



GENUS IF.— THE CUCKOO. 



Gtn. Cikir.^*BQl weak, a little bending ; nostrils bounded by a small rim ; tongue 
short, pointed; toes two forward, two backward ; tail cnneated, it consists of 
ten soft feathers. 



Species 1. — The Cuckoo. 



• • • 

Wil. Om. 97* JRoit &fn. Av. 23. Cucultis Canonis, Lin. Sifs. 168. Brit. 
Zool. 182. Brit. Zool. lUus. S3, tab. 55. Female. Sib. Scot. 15. Ore. 
Oonk. 

Thouoh rarely, the Cuckoo is found in the retired and 
^d hills of Hoy and Walls, where it finds a nurse for its off- 
spring, which it seems either unwiUing or incapable to care 
for. The titlark, or other small bird, hatches for this species, 
ilmd we very seldom see a cuckoo on the wing in the breeding* 

^ When a rook is seen, people expect a famine to follow soon after. 

f I shot in a garden in Stromnesslast year (winter, 1774), a lesser spotted wood» 
pecker ; but this was only a strayed bird, none of the kind ever having been seen 
here before. 
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season without one of these attending it, insomuch, that in 
Scotland it has become proverbial of an ofBcious attendant. 

The kingsfislier should come in here, according to its order 
in omitliology, but, though I once saw a specimen which had 
been drove here, I suppose, by a storm, I not think it is an 
Orkney bird, or makes us so regular visits as to deserve a 
place here ; indeed, were it true that Ovid says, of her having 
seven calm days in thedeptli of ivinterfor hatching, she could 
have nosuchconveniency in these, far from Halcyon chmates. 

In the same class we may place the Hoopoe*, which Sir 
Robert Sibbald-f- has placed here. Mr Wallace, from whom 
I suppose Sir Robert had the account, says, ** He saw one 
" that had a long beak, a targe tufl on the head, in the fa- 
" shion of a crown, with speckled feathers, pleasant to b&i 
" hold, which he believed to be the Upupa ;" but he places 
it amongst the *' exotic fowls driven in by the wind in time 
" of a storm." 

Mr Pennant has given this bird a place in his excellent 
British Zoology, but tells us it visits Britain frequently, though 
not at stated seasons ; but for being once in Orkney cannot 
be said to be so naturalised, as to merit a place in an Orkney 
Fauna. 

Storms, indeed,' frequently compel many of the mignitory 
birds to take these islands in their route, but they are almost 
always half'dead ere they conic, or, if in spirits, soon go off 
again. 



• Vids Vm. Bdt. Zool. I9i. t Vide Sib. Prod. Nil. HiM. Scot lU. p. IG. 
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ORDER III.— GALLINACEOUS. 
GENUS r.— THE GROUSE. 



Gen. Char. — Bill conven, strong, and short ; a naked scarlet skin above each 
eye; nostrils small, and hid in the feathers ; tongue pointed at the end ; lega 
strong, feathered to the toes, and sometimes to the nails ; the toes of those 
with naked feet pectinated on each side. 

Species 1. — The Grouse. 

^ed-game, Gorcoclc, or Moorcock, Wil.Om. 177. Lagopus Altera, P/inii.flaii 
&fn. Av. 54. Moorcock, or Moorfowl, Sib, Scot, 16. Bril, Zool. 204. 
Brit.Zool, Jllus. tab. 13. fern. 

Found in the hiUs of Hoy, Walls, Rousa, the hills called 
the HiUs of Ireland, £vee, RendaJ, Holm, and in several 
other moors through these islands ; pretty numerous in some 
places, though not so much so as in the hills I have been ac- 
quainted with in Scotland. 

Partridges were transported into this country some years 
ago, and placed in Walls by the then proprietor, but I scarce 
think they have come to any thing. I once saw one of them 
which was shot (by mistake) in Hoy, which is about twelve 
miles from the place where they were first placed, but never 
beard of any other of the original colony, though it consist- 
ed of several pairs, or of their offspring ; I suppose they had 
been all destroyed by the ravenous birds, or wanted shelter to 
breed in, as the nature of that bird is to hide amon^t corn, 
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broom, whins, &c. none of the two last of which it could have 
here. 



ORDER IV.—COLUMBINE*. 
GENUS FI.— THE PIGEON. 

Gen. CAar^— >Bill weak, slender, ttrait at the base, with a toft protuberant aubttanoe, 
in which the nostrib are lodged ; tongue entire ; legs short, and are likewise 
red ; toes divided to the origm ; swift and distant flight; walkmg pace^ &€• 



Species 1. — The Common Pigeon. 

^Common Wild-Dove, or Pigeon, fVil. Om. 180. Columba Rupicola, SSb. 
Scot. 17. Columba Oenas, Ltn. Sffs. 279- Brit. Zool. 216. BrU. ZO0L 
Ittui. tab. B.fy. 2. 

Found in its wild state round all the rocks of the main- 
land and isles, where they build in the caves, but retire &r- 
ther in than the auks, gulls, or most other searfowls, except 
some of the petrells, &c. which build in holes of the earth, as 
will be seen in order. 

Pigeons fly in vast flocks, and do no small damage amongst 
the com, but especially among peas and other legumes. In 
winter they are forced into the farmers^ yards, where great 

^ For the reason of. this order, vide Pen. Gen. of Birds, p. 28. 
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numbers are killed, but they very soon recruit again, owing 
to their being numerous breeders. A description of the rock- 
pigeon is as follows : — 

The wild pie;eon from the rock weighs thirteen ounces and 
a-half, the length thirteen inches, breadth twenty-five inches. 
The colour of the head a fine blue ; the bill slender, hard at the 
point ; the root of the upper mandible soft, and, as it were, 
covered with meal. The breast a fine changeable green and 
purple; the neck a shining copper-colour. The shoulders, 
and lesser coverts, a light ash-colour ; the lower part of the 
back, and under the wings, a fine white. The rump and tail- 
feathers blue, with a cast of ash-colour, the latter barred at 
the points with black. In some individuals the two outer- 
most feathers of the tail have the external webs white. The 
wings are crossed with two black bars : The legs short ; these 
and the feet red, bare of feathers ; the toes divided to their 
origin, with black claws *. 

A few white pigeons may be seen in the flocks from the 
headlands and rocks, but these are infrequent, and probably 
strayed birds from the pigeon-houses, which sometimes hap- 
pens, where they intermix with the tame ones in their flight 
for plunder, 

I have observed another species of pigeon in Orkney, in a 
domestic state, but where they were brought from I am igno- 



• Among a great number I shot ihb winter < 1775-6), found several varieties of 
colour. One witli the back and coverts curiously mottled with black feathers; 
another had the ash-coloured feathers of its back (ipt with gray, which produced 
a curious waving, &c. 
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rant Thia species has the general appearance of the rock* 
pigeon, only the size is less, the bill shorter, and the featheiB 
on the back of the head are turned up towards the head. It 
is the jacolnne pigeon of authors,, and the Columba cuculla* 
ta * of Linnaeus ; but neither does he tell us its place of resi- 
dence. ^Gesner "f- calls it the Columba An^^ca, s. rupica ; 
and Mr Pennant j; gives it as a variety produced from the 
domestic pigeon, the general likeness of which it surely has^ 
especially the nearer the latter comes to its original state. 



ORDER V. PASSERINE. 



GENUS FIX.— THE STARK 



Gm. CiUr.— *BiU ahor^ depressed ; nostrik guarded above bj a prooiioeDt rim; 
toagm bard and cloven i toesy Ibe middle joined to tbe outmpstu far as the first 
joint. 

Species 1. — The Stare. 

Stan, or Stvefiof, WU. Om. 190. Rati Sjfn. Av, 67. Stuniiu Vulguv, Im. 
5y». 800. jBnV. 2bo/. SSI. Brit. 7dtiiLlUM.bl.tiA.^\. fig. %. 



This is a l^^nnless, piratdin^ mimic bird, found in thou- 
sands in the Orkneys ; breeds in old houses, churches, th9 

• Li11.S7s.S8a tG«mer,(M quoted bjIiB.)Av.879. |BritZo«LI.tl8. 
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sea-rocks, &c. ; seems to bea favourite in OrkDey,as few houses 
are buUt but they leave several holes in the wall for its conve- 
nience, of which it always, as if sensible of the favour, avails 
itself, and repays it with a song, and a deal of its antic 
mimicry. 

I have often been much diverted to hear a couple of cock 
stares, perched upon two opposite chimneys, trying to excel 
one another in imitating all the noises below, the crowing of 
cocks, cackle of hens, barking of dogs, mewing of cats, parti- 
cular notes of different wild birds ; all this intermixed with 
its own natural harsh discordant squeak ; inaomuch, that a 
macaroni from every nation in Europe, placed together to dis- 
pute concerning some important alteration to be made on a 
button-hole, or the best method of scenting a bouquet, could 
not make a more dissonant jangle than these bu'ds, when iu 
the humour of mimicry. 

The stare feeds on worms and insects, and in winter when 
the earth is locked up with frost, comes down to the sea side, 
where it lives on the * sea-louse (as it is here called), insinu- 
ating the point of its bill under the stones, and hastily open- 
ing it, jerks the stone over, immediately seizing what may be 
underneath. 

The flesh of the stare is very bitter, but this may in some 
measure be remedied, by wringing off the head of the bird 
immediately as caught, that the blood, in which the bad taste 
is, may run from it. Young stares are tolerable eating. 



* Cancer Locusta, Lia. Syst. Nat. 10^^. 
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This bird is^vell known, and as well described in Mr Pen- 
nant's British Zoology, a book in so many hands, as to ren- 
der a particular description here unnecessary, only I shall ob- 
serve, thai the young birds do not acquire their perfect colours 
for the first year, but are of an uniform dusky brown, with a 
yellowish stripe running from the lower jaw down to the 
breast ; and, besides, may be known by their particular note. 
I have heard of one example of a stare, in the nest of which 
there was four young, two of which were black, the others 
gray, and grew whiter as they grew older. 

I imagine stares breed twice a-year, as the first brood has 
left the nest now in June, and I have observed them very 
busy in repairing their nests, and rearing another in August. 



GENIUS n/I.— THE THRUSH KIND. 

Gtn. Ckar.^BM ttnitf obtately carinated at the lop, beotiiog a little at tbe 
point, and alightly noiclicd near Uie end of the upper maadible i nostrils open 
and naked.; tongue sligbtly jagged at the end ; toes, the middle joined to the 
outmoil as far ai the firtt joint ; tbe back toe vcr; Urge. 

Species 1. — The Fieldfare. 



Rail Syn. Av. 64. Turdua PUtiu, Xtn. Syt. 1 
Zool.^iS. Sib. Scot. 17. 



Tbk Fiddfore, I have been informed, makes us pretty regiH 



ft 

The Fieldfare.} OF ORKNEY. 57 

lar visitB in the fall of the year, but neither builds nor conti- 
nues the winter with us. I suppose it comes from the northern 
climates, upon the setting in of their severe winters, and touch- 
ing here in its passage, finds no such store of berries, its food, 
as to induce it to stay with us, so that it is forced for want to 
shift its quarters. 



Specie 



Maw, Throstle^ or Song-Thrush, WU. Om. 188. Rati Syn. Av. 64. Turdus 
Musicus, Lin. Sjf$. fige. Brit. Zool. M6. Ore. Mavis.' 

The Mavis is found among the bushes in the glens of Hoy ; 
it also frequents the gardens of Kirkwall, making its finely* 
plastered nest among the shrubs and fruit-trees. 

Sings most beautifully in the spring while breeding-time 
continues, but here seldom heard at any other time ; conti- 
nues with us through the whole year. 



Species 3. — The Redtsdng. 



Redmogt Swiiiepipe,or Wind-Thnishy fFU. Om. 189* Rati Syn.Av. Ml Tur- 
dus Uitcus, Lin. Sjfs. 29^. Brit. Zool. 2£7. Turdus Uiacus^ si?e IllaS| nut 
Tjplas ; the Redwing, or Wind-Thrush, Sik. Scot. 17. 

One of our autumnal visitors ; seems in some places to stay 

H 
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better than the former. J observed a pair of these in Hoy 
through the greatest part of the summer, and imagine they 
build among the bushes there, though with tbe stricleat search 
I could not discover the nesu 



Species 4,.— The Blackbird. 



rVil. Om. 19a Sail Syn. At. 6d. Turdus MeruU, Lt'n. Syt. 295. Brit. 
2oo/.&28. BriU ZooLJllmi. tab. 60. Sib. Scot. 17. Ore. Blackbird, Hoy, 
Chuckel. 

The Blackbird is found in pairs in summer in Hoy, and 
in winter in single birds ; comes somclimcs to the gardens ; a 
very shy and retired bird, seldom seen, keeps low in the bushes, 
and if surprised does not fly straight forward , but escapes among 
the roots of the trees or brushwood. 

The blackbird has, in breeding-time, a fine strong note, 
which makes all the hills re-echo; but in winler loses this, 
and instead of it has only a squeaking note, like the word 
chuck, chuck, several times repeated, whence the Hoy name. 

1 have seen them elsewhere bred in a cage, and make ex- 
cellent song-birds, if at a distance, but Uieir pipe is so strong 
tliat it is suflicient to deafen one, when placed too near. 

The colour of the blackbird is the occasion of its name in 
English ; and in old birds a fme black, the bill yellow, as are 
the edges of the eyelids. In young birds of any kind the co- 
lours are not so clear as afterwards ; in this species they are 
a rusty black, so as not to be distinguished from the females ; 
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but, like most of the smaller bif ds, ihey attain their true co- 
lours at about a year old. 



GENUS JX— THE GROSBEAK. 

Gen, CAor.— Bill strong, convex above and below, very thick at the base; noj- 
trib smsU and round ; tongue, as if cut off at the end. 

Species I. — The Sparrow. 

Tfae House-Sparrow, WU. Om. 249- Rati Syn. Av. 86. rHngilla Domestica, 
Lin. &fs. 323. Brit. ZooL 300. Brit. Zool. Illus. lab.65.Jig. 1,3. 



Mr Pennant, in the British Zoology, has placed the spar- 
row among the Grosbeaks, and made it and the greenfinch 
connect these vnth. the finches ; and, indeed, the strength and 
largeness of the bill seems to favour the placing it there, 
though Linnaeus has ranked it with the finch tribe. 

Sparrows are here in myriads ; make a vast destruction 
amongst early corns : I have seen a small field of early bar- 
ky almost all picked by these little voracious wanderers. 

Build everywhere, in holes of walls, and wherever they can 
get the least shelter ; often beat the stares from the holes left 
in the walls for them, by our good-natured Stromnesians, and 
possess them in spite of the tenant, and to the grief of the 
own^s, who are tbnd of the mimic-songster stareling, but 
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hate the pert, mischievous sparrow ; however, if it is in a place 
where the people are not fond to go to, the latter always makes 
good his possession. 



GENUS X— THE BUNTING. 



Gen. CAar.— *BiIl strong and conic^ the sides of etch mindiUe bending inwards; 
in the roof of the upper mandible a bard knob, of use to comminute or break 
hard seeds. 



Species 1. — The Bunting. 



Wil. Om. 9S7. lUtii Syn. Jv. 99. Emberiza Miliaria, Itn. 5^. SOS. JBrJr. 

Zool. 316. Sb. Scot. 16. 



The Bunting continues with us the whole year, buikb in 
the fields of com, often in a tuft ; shot in the farm-yards in 
winter in great numbers ; is good eating, being full and faU 

The bill is strong, and ftimished with a knob in the roof of 
the upper mandible, excellently fitted to break and bruise the 
hardest seeds ; a wise contrivance of Providence, which adapts 
every organ in different creattires to their different ways of 
life. The whole upper part of the body is yellowish brown, 
mixed with black strokes ; the belly much lighter, and in 
many the breast is black, or spotted pretty thick with this co- 
lour ; but this perhaps is in young birds. The quill-feathersi 
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are dusky, with the outer weba yellow ; the tail forked, the 

edges white ; the legs yellowish. 

The bunting, like others of the genus, pleases our palate 
more than our ear ; it is no soug-bird ; the note consists in a 
lengthened skirle (Scotis), which it repeals every now and then, 
sitting on a bush or stalk of mugwort in the helds. 



Species 2. — The Greater Brambling. 

Great Pied MounUtn Fincli,or Brambltng, fVil. On. 255. RaiiSyn.Jv. 88. 
Emberiza Nivalifl, Lin. Syst. 308. Brit. Zool. 321. Brit. Zool.JUus. 17. 
tab. 1 1. ^g. 2. Snowflake, Saowfleck, Scotit et Ore. 



Thb Snowfleck, or snowflake, is a migratory bird with us, 
and in some years appears in vast flocks from the northward, 
continuing with us most part of the winter, but as soon as 
spring appears goes off, and we see no more of them till the 
hard weather sends thero again to us. 

The weights of three I killed in Orkney (February 3.), were 
a httle diiferent, one of them a few grains heavier than the 
other ; this last was one ounce, two grains and a-half. The 
rest of their description exactly corresponded witli that given 
us by Mr Pennant in the British Zoology, Vol. II. 321. 

I have only to add, that I have often seen some of these 
birds hghter-coloured than others, tliat is to say, the tawny 
of the head very pale, the back dusky, and VGvy much of the 
wings white. 
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The hindndaw of these was much longer than in Mr Pen- 
nant's figure^ but whether speoificallj different I am uncer- 
tain. 

The above author tells us, a few of them build cm the sum- 
mits of the highest mountains, with the ptannigans^but froth 
what I can be informed, none of them i^main with us. Of the 
ptarmigans we have none, I suppose for want of proper food. 



.I l l 1 1 i f 



GENUS X/.— FINCHES. 



Gtn. Char,— 'BUI perfectly coilic, sharp toWafds the end, and vaj iharp pdnted. 



Species V—The Chaffinch- 



WiL Om, £53. Ran Sgn, Ao. 88. Fri^h Cttlebi^ Urn Syu 818. Biit, 

Zool»Vn> Ore. (oftea inwt«kenlj),SiK>wfleck» 

CHAvriMCHSs are seen with ns In spring, but whether thej 
continue I am uncertain ; perhaps a few may build in Hoy 
among the shrubs and in the gardens, but this species is un* 
fiequoit in summer. 
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Specie^ i.r^Tbe Linnet. 



fVU. Om. 956. RaHSm.Jv.90. Brii.Zool. 311. Ore. Lmnet, or LmMwite. 



This little songster is very common through these islands. 
It builds among the shrubs on the bum sides, and even among 
the heather. The nest is constructed of small straws, bent, 
hair« apd wool, for the inside ; lays from four to sil whitish- 
spotted ^gs. 

The Unnet is much sought after as a song-bird, and confined 
in cages almost in every house ; some particular birds of them 
will sing almost the whole year, more or less, whilst others on* 
ly in the spring ; in general, I suppose, this depends on the 
sex of the bird, and its management. 

This species never migrates ; may be caught in great num- 
bers in the snows of winter, by throwing down a parcel of 
chaff, seeds, &c. and placing a clap-net, or, for want of that, 
^ liddib) for winnowing com, with a cojAtrivance to make it 
fell down on the birds. The linnet is e^ily tJEtnied, and feven 
wfam caiught old isocai goes to its meat, and is feiniliarized to 

• * * 

iti GonditicHit 



) ' 
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Species S. — The Lesser Red-headed Lhmet. 

Om.9iao. RaiiSjfk.Av.9h Frh^ma Iiiiari% JLm. J^. S88. 

Zool. did. 



I HAVE killed a few of these among other small birds of 

is genus; especially they are to be seen about the Ifarmers' 

yards in winter ; a very small bird ; the forehead purple ; in 

the male the breast the same ; by this mark it may be known 

from the oth^ linnets. 

Builds in Hoy» among the small shrabs, heath, &c. 



Species 4. — The MtmntaitwLinnet, or Twite. 

WiLOm.9l6l. RaUi^Av.Ql' Brii. Zool. 316. Brii.Z9ol.Ilbts.tab.66. 

Tus Twite is easily distinguished from the other linnets by 

the beautiful purple spot on its rump. It is smalls and lon- 

ger*bodied than the common linnet ; the tail is longer in pro- 

. portion ; in other respects it is not very easily distinguished 

firomit/ 

The twite continues with us the whole year; builds in the 
heath, seldom, if ever, in bushes ; is conunon among the flocks 
of common Imnets in wmter. 
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GENUS XII.— THE LARK. 



Gen. Char. — Bill strait, slender, beDding a little towards the end,'sharp pointed ; 
nostrik covered with feathers and bristles ; tongue cloven at the end : toes di<^ 
Tided to the origan ; claw of the back-toe very long, add either straight, or very 
little bent 



Species 1. — The Sky^Lark. 

mi. Om. eOS. iZdtt Syn. Av.G&. Lin.Syt: 9»7. Brit. Zool. «d3. Brit. 

Zoot, JUta. tab. &L. 

I . . . . . . t -k ' . • I ' • , > t . • J . < I • • 

Though we cannot boast with mofe fortunate climates of 
the music of the nightingale, or the beaut jF'of others ^f^the 
feathered race, we are in great noeasure kept in couHtenaace 
bjthe very early carols of this rural songster. ' >* 

The laik b^ns to sing with us our the first days ^of Febri^ 
ary, and continues most part of the summer^ soaring v^yhigh, 
g^ierally near its mate, whose toil of brooding is thus allevi- 
ated, and her spirits cheered with the voice of love. 

To rise with the lark is a proverbial expression, as old as 
Solomon* ; and, indeed, one must be an early riser who 

* Vide £c. chap. zii. v, 4* 
I 
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Hesn the lark begin his B\f^t, 
And singing startle the dull night. 
From hb watcfa-tower in the skies. 
Till the dappled mom doth rise* 



Nothing, however, is more cheerful than a spring-morning 
scene, though too seldom enjoyed by the poUter part of the 
world, who for the most part lose the morning, the most va- 
luable part of their time, and are obUged to eke it out with 
nightly dissipation. Nothing can be more conducive to the 
health, both of body and mind, than to start with the earliest 
dawn, — to hear the enhvening music of the groves, mixed 
with the contented voice of labour, the whistle of the plough- 
man, and the lowing of the herds, — ^to see the rising of the 
sun, and the smoking glebe. 

The lark loses his voice when the season of love is over, as 
do most of the wild birds, this being only indulged at that 
time to reconmieiid themselves to their mistresses, and soften 
the fetigue of providing for their 



Tis lot e creates their melody, and all 
This waste of music is the voice of lote ; 
That even to birds, and beasts, the tender arts 
Of pleasing teaches. 

Connubial leagues agreed, to the deep vrooda 
Thej baste away, all as their fancy leads. 
Pleasure, or food, or secret safety prompts ; 
That nature's great command may be obeyed. 
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Not to be tempted from lier tender task. 

Or by sharp hunger, or by smooth delight, 

Tho' the whole loosen'd spriog round her blows. 

Her sympathizing lover takes his stand 

High on the opponent bank, and ceaseless sings 

Tlie tedious time away ; or else supplies 

Her place a moment, while she sudden fiits 

To pick the scanty meal. 



Species 2.— The Tit-Lark. 

Wil. Om. 206. Ttaii S^n. Av. 69. Alauda Pratensis, Lin. Syi. 287. Brit. 
Zool. 237. Sib. Scot. 17. Ore. Tiling. 



The Tit-Lark is common ; in summer withdraws to build 
in the hills and fields, but in winter comes down to the sea- 
side, where it feeds on insects, such as sea-lice, &c. ; sometimes 
approaches the very doors, as if to demand help from man, 
the engrosser of every thing, in that rigorous season. 

In spring it has a fine but uniform note, at least not near 
so much variety as in that of the other larks. Then it retires 
from the sea, and may be seen very common in the valleys 
of the hills of Hoy, &c. where it builds a nest in the burn 
banks, among the grass, of the same materials as others of 
the genus. 

This species-is much less, and more slender than the com- 
mon lark ; the bill smaller and longer in proportion ; the whole 
upper side is of a dusky-green, in some birds blacker than 
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Others ; the throat white ; the breast spotted, on a yellowUh 
ground ; the legs very slender, the claw on the hind toe, as in 
the others, long; the tail dusky, edged witli wlutc. 



GENUS XIIL— WAGTAILS. 

Gen. CAor.— Bill weak and sleader ; tongue lacerated at the end ; legs slender. 

Species.— 1%« White WagtaU. 

Ifil. Om. 237. Raii Syn. Jv. 75. Motacilla Alba, Lin. Sj/i. 331. Brit. 
Zool. 275. Brit. Zool Ilhis. tab. 62. 



Tuis is one of the (with us) migratory small birds ; it comes 
early in llic spring* builds in holes of walU» and when thi5 is 
over immediately retires. Its constant haunts are near watery 
places, where it feeds on flies and other insects, and constantly 
attends the plough to pick up small worms. 

The trhite water- wagtail continues the shortest time with 
us of any of Uie migratory birds which build here ; I cannot 
condescend on ihc exact time of their departure, but have 
never seen uite aAer May. 

1 1 is a very beautiful bird ; the colours, though not many, 
are briglit : the face and sides of the head are white ; tlie back 
of liie head, back, and throat, to the breast, are block ; breast 
(in some) and belly white ; the wings are striped with \vhite, 
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the quill-feathers dusky; the ttiiV which is almoist always 

moving, is long, the colour is black, except the outermost fea- 

■i 

ther on each side, which is almost all white ; the legs are 
black, slender, the hind-claw long, as in the lark kind. 



. GENUS Xn^.-^-WARBLERS. 

Gefk CAar.-*'Bill slender and weak ; nostrils small, sunk ; tongue cloven ; feet, 
the exterior toe joined at tbe undef part of the last joint to the middle toe* : 

Spedes 1. — The Redbreast. > 

m 

Robb Redbreast, or Rudock, WiL Om. 219* Raii Syn. Av. 78. Motacilla 
Rubecula, lAn. Sys. SS7. Robin, Ore. Brit. Zqol^9/SO. , ,, 



The attachment of this Uttle harmless stranger to mankind, 
and its strength of mind^ (shall I say), in flying from the ri- 
gours of winter to his habitations, often from a less to a 
greater danger, is so prettily .described by Thomson in his 
Winter, that I hope I shall be forgiven in transcribing the 
passage. 



mmmmmi^m^ 



Onealona^ 



The redbreast, sacred to the household gods, 
Wisely regardful of th' embroiling sky. 
In joyless fields, and thorny thickets, leases 
His shinlring metes, and pays to trusted man 
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His toniial visit. Half alnidy lie first 
Against tbe window beats ; then, brisk, alights 
On the warm hearth ; then hopping o'er the flooTi 
JEyes all the smiling family askance. 
And pecks, and starts, and wonders where he is : 
mi more familiar grown, the table crumbs 
Attract his slender feet. 



The robin never migrates from ihese isles; is q^en throu^ 
the whole winter about the houses or barns ; bmlds in the 
holes of walls or rocks, or sometimes in the warped roots of 
trees, or such Uke places, but always very retired. 

It is easily known by its breast, but more to the country 
people by its constant visits. 

Said to be much addicted to fighting, especially with its 
own kind, insomuch, that one tree will not bear at one time 
two redbreasts. 



.»-M[^. 



2.— 2%e Wren. 



Win.Om.«t9. RaiiSyH.Jv. BO. Motadlla Troglodytes, Urn. ^. SS7« 

Brii. Zool. £68. 



The least of our birds ; does not migrate ; like the last spe- 
cies comes near the habitations of men in the winter season ; 
breeds in the holes of walls, making a very large nest of moss, 
lined with softer materials, with a door for entrance ; lays a 
great nmnber of eggs ; I have counted sixteen in one nest, 
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which well may be called a miracle^ how it can rear such a 
number of young without missing one ; but this is done by the 
power and providence of that Being, who implanted the first 
seeds of knowledge into the minds of all animals, and who 
takes care not oniy of the greatest, but of the most minute 
parts of the creation. 

The wren is a little neat bird, carries its tail almost erect, 
seems not to be able for long flights, as I have heard of them 
run down and caught. The whole upper part of tlie body is a 
dark-brown,the wings and tail neatly barred with darker colours. 



Species 3. — The Golden^Crested Wren. 



WUL Orn. 227. Rail &fn. At. 79. Motacilla Regulm, Lin Si/s. 338, Brit. 
Zool. 267. 



This most beautiful species is pretty frequent with us ; 
continues all the year round. I saw one of them run down 
in winter. It appears not to have a strong wing ; takes but 
small flights. In very hard winters it creeps into holes of 
houses and quarries, where 1 have found them ; particularly 
in breaking up several layers of a fine figured slate,quarry in 
Corn-holm of Copinsha, I found a golden-crested wren at the 
farthest end of a chink, and where it was confined by the 
falling in of the rubbish. 

Its fine crest distinguishes it fix)m all others of our small 
birds, as well as its bulk, which scarcely equals the wren ; 
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' besides its make is more sleader and longer than tb« 
other. 



Species 4.— TAe Wheat-Ear, 

Wheat-Ear, Fallow-Smilcli, Whlle-Tiil, fVil. Orn. 233. Rnii ^. Av. 75. 

Moiacillu OensDihe, Lin. Sys. S3Q. Brit. Zool. 269- Ore. Chack. 



This is a migmtory bird, but stays witli us till the end ol'har- 
vest ; goes oli" in winter, but to what place 1 am U[iac<[uaiute<l. 
The country [>eo|)le tell us they are sleepers, and have been 
found in a torpid state in the winter season in old walls, under 
great stones, &c. ; however this is, they entirely disappear, 
and revisit us in April. They build in old walls, either stone 
or earth, under atones, and such like places ; make a lai^ 
nest of straws, grass, and line it with horse-hair ; lay a number 
of e^, (generally six), of a bluish-green colour, large for the 
size of tlie bird. They are very solicitous for their young; 
make a great deal of chattering when one is near the nest; 
live on insects, which tbey are very nimble in catching, worms 
of all kinds, but no grain, as far as I have observed. 

The young follow their parents while they are here ; do not 
acquire tlieir true colours for the first year ; are much spotted 
about the head and breast ; the black stroke on the eye does 
not appear as in old birds ; and Uiey have a general ^ay 
appearance, except tlie tail, which is black, and the rump 
white, by which tiiey may easily be knoirn. 
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This birdy for what reason I cannot say, seems to be pro- 
scribed in Orkney. Young and old destroy both eggs and 
birds of it, and this not for any other end but the seeming ef- 
fects of wanton cruelty, as it seems a quite harmless creature. 
We may attribute this to that unaccountable prejudice, which 
sometimes gets into the human heart, against particular places 
and things, and which is carefully propagated to us by our 
nurses. 
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GENUS Jrr.-*.THE SWALLOW. 



Gen. CAar.— Bill short, broad at the base, small at the point, and a little bead- 
ing ; nostrik open ; tongue short, broad, and cloven ; legs short ; tail forked ; 
wings loiq;. 

Species 1, — The Hoase^Swalhw. 

House, or Chimney-Swallow, WiL Otru SIC. Raii Sj/n. Af>. 71* Hirundo 
Rostica, JUVi. iSyt. S4S. BritZool. 9M. Brii. ZooL lUus. 12. tab. 9^ Jig. 1 . 

Tfiis bird is found, though not in great numbers, in Kiik- 
WBll,wha:« it builds its nest in the house chimneys. As else- 
where, it migrates from us in winter, as our country cannot 
at that rigorous season afford it insect-food, its sustenance. 

K 
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Species 2.— I%e Martin.* 



Mtrtio^ Mardet, or Martinet, WU. Om. 213. Raii S^. Av. 71. Hinindo Ur«* 

bica, JJn. Sy$. 344. J3rir. Zool. 243. 

# 

The only place I have observed this species io Orkney is 
the great church of Kirkwall, where they make their clay 
nests in the comers of the windows. In Scotland 1 remember 
to have seen them build in rocks, and in the arches of bridges, 
particularly in one called the Gannachie-Bridge, in the shire 
of Angus, where they build in hundreds. Here they are less 
frequent ; like the last they go off in winter. 



Species 3. — Tlie Sand^Martm. 

Sand-Martin, or Shore-Bird, HTil. Om. «18« Rmi Sfm d9.7\. Hinindo Ri- 
paria, Lm. Syt. 344. BrU. Zool. 244. Ore. Witchuck. 



This is the most common bird of the swallow-tribe in the 
Orkney Isles ; builds very frequently in the banks of the loch 
of Stennes, and that of Skeal, in the sand. The nest is placed 
a good way under ground, and composed of all the soft mate- 
rials it can pick together, such as hay, straw, feathers, &c. 



* I have obaenred the Black-Martin (Hinindo apua, Lin.) once or twice, but 
seemingly strayed birds. 
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Mr Thomson has most beautifully described this particular of 
the small birds' yearly task in his Spring, which, with a quo- 
tation or two from another author on the same subject, shall 
conclude this account of the land-birds in Orkney. 



Some to the holly-hedge 



Nestling repairi and to the thicket some ; 

Some to the rude protection of the thorn 

Commit their feeble ofibpring : the cleft tree 

Offers its kind concealment to a few, 

Their food its insects, and its moss their nests. 

Others apart, far in the grassy dale, j 

Or roughening waste, their humble texture weave. 

But most in woodland solitudes delight, | ^ ^ 

In unfrequented glooms, or diaggy banks, 

Steep and divided by a babbling brook. 

Whose murmurs soothe them all the live*loiig day, * • i 

When by kind duty fix'd. Among the roots 

Of haxel, pendant o'er the plaintive stream. 

They frame the first foundation of their domes ; 

Dry sprigs of trees in artful fabric laid. 

And bound with clay together. Now 'tis nought ' '* 

But restless hurry through the busy air. 

Beat by unnumbered wings. The swallow sweeps 

The slimy pool, to build his hanging house 

Intent. And often, from the careless back 

Of herds and flocks, a thousand tugging bills 

Plnck hair and wool ; and oft when unobserved. 

Steal from the bam a straw ; till soft and warm, 

Clean and complete, their habitation grows. 

Spring, I. 63S— 657. 
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" Birds of die same kind make their nests of the samema- 
" lerials," says an excellent author, " laid in ihe same order, 
" and exactly of the same figure ; so that by the sight of the 
" nest one may certainly know to what bird it belongs ; and 
" this they do though living in distant countries, and though 
" they never saw nor could see any nest made : ihal is, though 
" taken out of the nest and brought up by tlie hand ; neither 
** were any of the same kind ever observed to make a differ- 
" ent nest, either for mailer or fashion*," &c. 

" I am never tired," says the author of the Spectacle dc la 
Nature^ " with observing the perfect similitude that appears 
'* in all the nestsof birds of ihe same species, — the difference 
" between that of one species, or of another, — and the indus- 
" try, neatness, and precaution which reign tlirough the 
** whole. You would smile to see the inhabitants come to 
" traffic at this fair : one wants a bit of moss ; another has 
" occasion for a feather; a third can't do without a straw; 
" you will see two outbidding one another for a lock of wool, 
" and this sometimes causes great quarrels ; however, the dif- 
" ferencc is commonly adjusted, and each curries what she 
" can to her nest-f-." 

It would be endless to point out all the beautiful ob.serva- 
tions that have been made on this sprightly part of the crea> 
tion, and the reflections tliat may be drawn tirom these ; every 
one's mind will suggest these to him, upon an attentive survey 
of this leaf of the book of nature. 

* Kb/» Witdomuftiod in ihe Crcaiion. 

t Vide Sprc. dc la Nal. v. 1. Dial. 10, pusiin. 
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as those found here at that season are of the species next to 
be described. 

The great characteristic difference of thb from the follow- 
ing is the crest, which is long, and of a deep black in thLs, 
but grayish-dusky in the other ; the head is white ; the whole 
upper part of the body is ash-coloured ; the lower part of the 
throat to the breast is a yellowish-white, most beautifully spot- 
ted with black, insomuch that at a distance it has the appear- 
ance of spotted ermine ; the feathcft are all long and loose ; 
the belly white, with stripes of a very deep black ; the legs a 
dirty green ; the toes long, and pretty strong. 

Its long legs are thrown straight behind it in flying, as a 
counterpoise to its neck. 

The places where they frequent most are all round the sea- 
shores of the different isles, the loch of Stenness, and in the 
nightp-time sit in flocks on the outer holm of Stromness, toge- 
ther with the next species, one always silting higher than the 
rest, who no soon^ sees any danger but he gives the alarm^ 
and the whole flock betake themselves to flight. 



^ 
\ 



Species 2. — The Ash^^oloured Heron. 



AldrovinduSi his third|kind of Ash-colotired Heron, fVil. Om. £79* J2«tf S^« 
^v. 96. Ardea Cinerea, Lin. Sys. 236. Brit. Zool. 340. iab. 6. SU. Seai. 
18. 

Thb Heron, for such a small body^ has a large flight, to 
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enable it to go to very distant places in search of food ; long 
legs, for wading to a good depth in the water; and a long 
neck, and shar[4y-edged bill, to detain its prey when caught, 
and carry the most slippery fishes to a great distance, as it is 
often obliged to do with eels, &c. &c. 

Sir Robert Sibbald places the crane in these isles ; but if 
this bird ever makes us visits, these must be very seldom and 
irregular. 

Mr Wallace says the same of the bittern, ^^ that it hath 
" been seen in this country ;" but I beUeve we may easily 
say it is under the same class with the former, that of ^^ irre- 
<< gular visitors,^' driven here, perhaps by a storm or other ac- 
cident, once in a century. 
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GENVS XriL—THE CURLEW. 

Gen. Char. — Bill slender, long, inciurated : face covered with featheri; uoMril* 
linear, loDgitudinsI near the Imhc; tougue abort, and BhBJ]>potnted ; loescoD- 
nrclod, n for as tlie firit joint, by a membrane. 

Species l.'-TAe CurUw, 



It'il. Om. 294. Raii Syn. Av. 103. Scolopax Arquata, Uh. Stfi. 34^. Brit. 
ZeoL 346. lab. 8. NuDieniua, lira Arquata, Sib. Scot. IS. tab. IS. Jig. 1. 
Ore. Major, Stock- W'hap; minor, Little-Whap. 



The Curlew is one of the waders which is most frequeni 
about tiiese shores ; found all round the country in flocks ; 
builds in all our most retired hills, such as Hoy, Walls, the 
hills of Harra, &c. &c. ; lays very large eggs; an early breeder, 
like most of the waders, the brood on the wing in July. 

The larger curlew, called here Siock-Wliap, differs some- 
thing in its colours from the lesser ; the head and neck are 
much browner, whereas in the little one they are grayish and 
spotted ; the bill, feel, and in other respects they agree, ex- 
cept the size ; but whether this is sufficient to constitute a 
specific difference I much doubt, though they are always dis- 
tinguished by onrrurarphilosophers, — but they commonly ex- 
amine by the bulk ; 

For wbat u worth in any thing, 
But juit as much at it can bring t 
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wards near the place of its nest ; at. other times its cry is a 
short shrill whistling ; wh^ hastily sprung, a hoarse scream. 



Species 2. — The Jack^Snipe. 

Gid| Jack-Snipei and Judcockj Wil. Om. 291* Raii Syn. Av. 105. Scolopu 
Galliimla^ JUn. Sy^. S24. Brii. Zool. 359* Brii. Zool. Jllrn. 7 1. 

I NEVER saw above a couple of specimens of the jack-smpe 
in Orkney, nor do I think it a frequent bird. 

The size distinguishes it from the former, as does the flight, 
which is shorter. But what points it out to every observer 
is the rump, which is of a fine purple, with a cast of blue, 
changeable in different lights ; the bill is short, tk9 half next 
the head pale flesh-colour, the point black. 

It is found in marshy moors ; is difficult to spring, and after 
fluttering a little about, claps into the nearest hole, or small 
spring, and lies close. I dare say it builds with us in season, 
as I have seen it in sununer. 



Species 3. — The 



Godwit, Yarwhelpi or Yarwip^ Wil. Om. £90. Raii Syn. A^. 105. Soolopax 

^ocephala, lin. Sys. 246. Brit. ZooL 35 L 

Tuis bird I have very seldom observed in Orkney ; is enp 

1 
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tirdy a visitor. I have fallen in with small flocks of about a 
dozen, on our sandy shores in winter, where they feed with 
the curlew. It seems to be a stupid kind of bird ; has no- 
thing of the shyness of the curlew. I have shot several times 
at the flock, and after killing part, the others, after a small 
flight, would endure to be shot at several times immediately 
after. 

The flesh is very delicate ; seems the best tasted of all our 
shore birds, quite free from the rankness of some, and the 
fishy taste of others. 



The Greenshank I have seen once on the bum-side of Bir- 
say, in a stormy season, but do not take it to be an inhabi- 
tant of these .isles, any more than the next-mentioned, but 
rather transient visitors. I have heard of one or two Wood" 
cocks shot in Orkney, but they make us no regular visits that 
I can find. 
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GENUS X/X— SANDPIPERS. 



Gen.Char. — Bill straight, alender, ami not an inch an*) s-halF long ; notuifa 
smalJ ; tot^ue BlendeT ; toes divided, generall; tlie two outmost connected •( 
bottom bjr a tunill membrane. 

Specie 1. — The Lapwing. 

\ 

Lapwii^, Bulard Plover, or Pewit. Wil Orn. 307. Rail Sytu Av. lia 

Trit^Vanellus, LiH. J^i. 248. JSrtf . ISoof. 360. S\h.Sait.\^. Ore. Tee- 
nboop. 



The Lapwing is of those l»rds which, in a great measurCf 
withdraw themselves from us in the winter Beaaon. I &ay in 
a great measure only, for I . am informed by a clergyman, 
sometime minister of Sanda, they are to be found tliereia 
small numbers all winter. His words are, ** 1 have seen them 
" in the months of November, December, and January, in 
" the bay of Otterswick, and all round the island. Tliis 
** island lies low : is generally flat, and much wanner than 
" any of iho others ; almost all a sandy beach from the point 
" of Spuniess, north and by west, to the bay of Stove, lying 
" south and by east, which is near two-tlijrda of the circuD>- 
'* ference of the whole island." Tlie lapwing is the most 
beautiful of the genus whicli frequent these shores. The head 
is adorned with a fine black crest, erected when ihe bird 
walks, and depressed at other times ; the head and bill black; 
ihe back and coverts of a most beautiful green, changing to 
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purple; the lesser covert^have more of a bluecast; thequlUs 
black, the ends of the four first marked with a white spot, 
the lesser ones half white and half black ; the breast white, 
as is the belly ; the tail has twelve tealhers, the; outmost white, 
with a dusky spot, the others white next tlie body, the other 
half black, tipt with white. 

The legs red ; the throat and part of the breast black, with 
white spots. 

The lapwing is one of the most anxious creatures for its 
yoiuig of any wild-bird I. know ; in breeding-time nothing 
frights it; neither men nor dogs can terrify it from its haunts: 
though a very shy bird at other times, now it will strike at 
the head of the boldest. invader, and, with vast claniour, ^de- 
fends its rights to the marsh. Linnaeus says it drives away 
the ravens, who pick out the eyes of the Iambs. I suppose it 
is perfectly sensible of the manucis of the raven, that he often 
meddles with its own eggs and birds, and thus considers him 
as its own enemy. 

The cry of the lapwing is plaintive, the same note (plwit) 
repeated; however, the male in breeding-time has another 
more cheerful note, which he repeats with great briskness 
when no danger is near, but when this threatens, he has the 
same plaintive cry as the female. 

The lapwing breeds very early (as all the grallae) ; I have 
seen their eggs in the beginning of April. It makes a nest 
on the bare heath, in a small hollow scraped by its own in- 
dustry ; there it lays its eggs, which are four in number, of a 
dark olive-green, spotted with black, on the bare ground ; but 
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before it begins to hatch^ lines the inside of the nest with bits 
of straw, bent,&c. and this is often observed as a token wh&. 
ther the eggs are fresh or not, for when the nest is quite finish- 
ed the incubation is pretty well advanced. 



Species 2. — The Redshank. 

Redshank, or Pool-Snipe, ITiV. Orn. 299. R^ii Syn. Av. 107. Brit. Zoot. 
368. Scolopax Calldris, Lin. Sys. 245. Brit. Z)ol. Iliui. ((i6. 16. Sib. Scot. 
J9. 



Tub Redshank never migrates ; builds in the marshy hills 
in summer, and retires to tlie sea-shores in winter. When 
disturbed in summer, it tlies about, making a faint noise, 
something like that of a lapwing ; in winter il is found in the 
hollows uf the sea>beacU, among the mud and slime, where 
it Uves upon sea-worms, and oiher insects. When any person 
comes in sight, it is imniediately upon the wing, and disturbs 
every bird within hearing with its shrill screaming, so that il 
often geLs the hatred uf the fowler, and loses its own life lor 
disappointing him of a better prey. 

I have observed it in summer in the marshes of Ireland (a 
village so called}, and in the wet hills between Kirkwall and 
Holm, and it is no doubl found in other such like places of 
the country. . 
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Sp^es S.-r^The Turnstone. 



Tiinga Interpres ; T. pedibas rubris ; corpore nigro, albo ferugineoque vario ; 

pectore abdomineque albo, Lin, Sys. 



The Tringa Idt^pres of linnseus oomes to us iu hard 
snoWj winters, when it may be shot, in small flocks of six or 
seven by the sea^side, but never stays our summer. Ketires, 
I si^pose, to Norway and other northern countries to build, 
with the other grallae ; a small part of those which visit us in 
winter, staying vrith us in sununer. 



Specids 4. — The Tutre. 

The Stint, fR//. Qm. 305. Stint, ihSiwez the Ox-eye, ItaiiSyn.Av, 110. 
Cinclus, £51. Im. Sys. Brit. Zooli 374. Brit. Zool. Illus. tab. 16.^. 1. 



This bird is found in sniall flocks round our shores in win- 
ter, and in spring withdraws to the moors, where it breeds 
wkh the sea-larks ;. I h&ve several times shot it with them in 
May or June> but never have seen its nest or eggs. - 



» . - 
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Species S.^^The Dmdm. 



Wil Om. 9DS. Bm Syn. Jv. 109. Tringt AlfHoa, Lm.a^. 940. Brit. 

Zool. S74. 

Wrbthbb the Dunlin breeds in Orkney^ I am unaoquaint- 
ed# We see it in small flocks through the winter, espedallj 
in our low sandy shores, but it withdraws in spring, probaUjr 
to the marshy hills (though this I have never observed), to 
hatch. 



GENUS XX-— THE PLOVER KIND. 



Gen. CftofiF-BiU tlnught, ■• tbort at tbe huA ; iMMrib Ikiear ; foqgoe; tsit, 

wants the btck-lbe. 



Species 1. — The Gretn^Tlaoer. 

J ... 

WiU Om. SOB. Baii S^. Jv. 111. Chmdrina Plamli^ Xm. %c «S4 
Brit. Zod. 379. Snt, ZM. mm: ttk. 7S. J^. «. (vuMty). &>. Scot. 
19. Ore. Plover. 

Plovsrs are found here at all times of the year, and never 
entirely migrate ; however, the few that build in our hills are 
nothing to the myriads to be found here in winter, which 
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surely come from some smnmer-haunt at a distance from lis, 
and retire thither in the spring. Plovers begin to flock in 
July or August, (according as the season has been in spring 
that they could hatch ' early), and then possess the barest 
gravelly moors in thousands ; continue thus till the winter 
storms drive them down to the shores of the sea, where, as 
the rest of the waders, they live on insects and sea-worms. 
. Plovers are killed in great numbers in wint^, on wing, 
while in the whirl, and one covers the other. They are very 
good eating, the best of the genus that frequent these isles, or 
indeed of the waders which are found in Orkney. 

The variety with a black belly, mentioned in the British 
Zoology, is here called the male, but with what truth I can- 
not at present determine ^. 



Species 2. — The Sea^Lark. 

WU. Om. 310. BmiSyn. Av. 112. Charadrius Hiaticula, Idn. Sys. 25S* 
Brit. Zool 383. Charadrius, the Sea-Lark, Sib. Scot. 19. Ore. Sand-lark, 
Sandy-LAverock. 

The Sand-lark is very common, especially in winter, when 



* Since writing the above, I ha?e minutely eiamined great numbers of plovers. 
In spring when the colours are most vivid, the cock's belly is a shining black, the 
hen's spotted black and dusky. The young do not acquire this maik till the 
cond year. 

M 
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it is fouDd in vast flocks round all the sandy bays of the ooun^ 
try ; in summer retires to the bare brakes, where it builds a 
small nest on the ground, with straws and bent; lays four, 
eggs, large for the bulk of the bird, of a whitish colour, with; 
a few black spots sprinkled about the thicker end. 

The crown of the head of this bird is of a brownish asl^ 
colour ; the face white ; the cheeks, and a line from the bill 
to the eye, black ; a fine white coUar surrounds the upper 
part of the neck, immediately below which is a black one ; 
the back is of the same colour with the crown of the head j 
the belly white ; the legs yellow, with black claws. 

In winter the sand4arks live on the v^y small worms which 
are everywhere to be found in the sea-sands ; and whertivar. 
there is a flock of them the whole sand is full of small holes^ 
made by them in search of these, so that it looks as if pierced 
with numberless earth-worms. 
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GENUS XXX.— THE OYSTER-CATCHER. 

Cm. Char. — Bill long, compreued, the end cuoeated ; nostrils linear ; tongue, 
scarce a third the length of the bill ; toes, only three, the middle joined to the 
exterior by a strong membrane. 

Species 1. — The Sea-Pie. 

WU. Om. £97- Rati Syn. Av. 105. Hsmatopus Ostral^is, Lin. S^s. Sj?. 
Brit. Zooi. 376. Sib. Scot. 1 9. Ore. Sceolder. 



This bird is found on our rocky coasts, where it lives on 
the limpets, and other shell-hsh. It continues with us the whole 
year, and bnilds here. 

The bill is most excellently contrived to procure its living ; 
it is long, strong, and compressed sidewise, so that if it finds 
a limpet but a little way from the rock, it easily insinuates its 
bill between the shell and the rock, and brings it off in a mo- 
ment. If the limpet is on its guard, and more firmly fastened, 
it knocks it off as dextrously as any fisherman when he wants 
it to bait his line. 

It is sometimes eaten, but the flesh is very wild, has much 
the taste of hmpets, its food, wliich makes it not much sought 
after. 

The colours of this bird, though few, are good, and their 
mixture produces a good effect. The head, neck, back, and 
part of the coverts are a fine full black, in some birds (cocks, 
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I suppose), with a cast of green ; the edges of the eyelids, 
and the irides, are a fine red ; part of the breast, the belly, 
and rump are white ; the lower part of the tail is white, and 
the upper black. The quill-feathers are curiously marked 
with white from the three outermost, where it prevails least, 
but gradually encroaching, seizes the whole of the innermost ; 
the legs and feet are flesh-coloured, rather clumsily made ; 
the toes broad, and the outermost of these connected by a 
membrane, which is of excellent use to hinder these birds 
from sinking into the sand ; the claws are dusky, short, and 
seemingly much worn by continually scrambling about the 
rocks in search of its limpet food. 

The sea-pie is at very little pains about its nest ; a hollow 
of the next rock, or between two stones, with an artificial 
hollow scraped by itself, lined with a few bits of grass, or. 
sometimes with her own dung, serves the purpose. On this, 
or often on the bare rock, she lays four ^gs, of an olive co» 
lour, spotted with darker blotches of the same* 



T%e Water-Rail.} OF OBKNET. 93 



GENUS XXII.— THE RAIL. 

Gen* C%ar.-^Bill slend^, a little compressed, and slightly incunrated ; nostrils 
small; tongue roogh at the end; body much compressed ; tail very short. 

Species l.-^The Water^Raii. 



Watei^Rail, Bilcock, or Brook-Ouzel, Wil. Orn. 314. Raii Syn. Ao. 113. 
Rallns aquaticus, Lm. Sip. 262. Brit. Zool 385. tab. 9. Brii. Zool. IBus. 
74.>g. 1. 

Some time ago I had a bird of this kind sent me, but ho- 
body could I get who had ever seen another of the kind, 
which makes me think it must be very seldom found here ; 
wh^re this one was caught, the sender did not inform me. 

The weight was a little more than four ounces ; the length, 
from the tip of the bill to the claws, near fourteen inches ; 
the breadth sixteen ; the bill near two inches, furrowed, and 
a little crooked ; the nostrils long, placed in the furrows ; the 
whole upper side of the body was a dark-brown, with a cast 
of black ; the throat lead-coloured^ as also the breast ; the 
wings blackish ; the legs were pretty long, without the least ru- 
diments of webs at the toes; these were placed far back ; the 
short. 
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GENUS XX///.— GALINULES, OR WATER-HENS. 



Gen. CAur.— Bill thick at the base, sloping to the point, the upper mandible 
reaching far up the forehead, and not corneous ; bod)' compressed i ninga 
^liort and concave ; toes luug, divided (o their origin j tailahort. 



Species 1. — TheLand-RaiL 



R«iI,orDaker-Hen, fftV. Om. 170. Raii Si/n.Jv.6&. Comcnc^, Sib. Seat. ' 
16. Com-Crakcr, Mart. fVest. Itles, 71. Rallus Crex, Lin. Syt. 9.61. 
Brit. Zool. 387. tab. 10. Brit. Zool. Illut. 74. Ore. Cora-Crake. 



This odd bird comes lo us in the month of May or ther&< 
abouts,and continues tiU breeding-tiinebeover. It conceals 
itself amongst long grass and com ; never cries, except when 
it is hid; lays a great number of eggs ; 1 have frecjuently se^i 
sixteen in a nest ; the youngrun about when they are hatched; 
ihey are very ugly, covered with black hair. 

Tlie corn-crake is covered with long loosely-webbed fea* 
thers ; tlic colour of the back a bay mixed with black ; the 
wings in harvest become a very deep bay, iucUning to red j 
the tail is short, and much of the same colour. 

The corn-crake has not a strong wing; uever flies far while 
here, and the little it does is very awkwardly perfonncd, with 
the legs hanging down ; and yet, what is remarkable, this is a 
migratory bird, and must surely lake long stages on these oc- 
casions. I know not whether many of them may perhaps j 
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perish in these migrations, which may thin the breed, . as I 
know very few enemies they haye, and the number of their 
young is great. 

The order of migration in this bird is to me unknown : I 
never could observe them going off in flocks, like the lapwings, 
swallows, &c. nor do they convene in order to settle matters 
beforeliand, as these have been observed to do. 



Species % — The Water^Hen. 



Common Water-Hen, or Moor-Hen, Wil. Om. 312. 'Rati Syn. Av. 112. 
Fulica ChloropuB, Xm. Sy$. 268. Bnt. Zool. 388. Brii. Zool. JUus. tab. 76. 
/ig.l, Sib.Scot. 19. 



This species, I am informed, is found in a large loch at 
tliehouse of Aikemess, in the parish of Evie, where it builds 
its nest among the weeds of which that loch is fulL I haare 
never ^seen it ;> but^by.Mr PeoQiantfs description, it is a beau* 
liftd'lHid, espepjially the male, the plumage of which/ has a 
fine ofive glo8s« It builds several times a-yea^ ; driires away 
its young when they are able to shift for ^themsel vei^ ; Slays 
ieveoeggj^ c^a4irty white> thinly spotted with rastncoloar.. 



»« • 
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ORDER VIL^WITH PINNATED FEET, 



GENUS ATX/r.— PHALAROPE. 



Ge§L CAor.'-^Bill strait, slender ; nostrils minute; tongue, body, and legs in eferjr 

respect like the sandpipers. 

Species 1. — The Red ScoUop^toed Sandpiper. 



Mr Johfwm^s small doTen^footed Gull, fVil. Om. S55. Earns fidipes alter 
nostras, RoH Syn. Av. 152. Tringa hyperborea, lin. S^. £49* BnL 
Zool. 391. Brit. Zool. lUus. 67. tab. 75. 

This bird I have never seen, but am informed it is sonde- 
times met with in the Orkneys. Mr Pennant takes notice 
of one shot in Stronsay in 1769- I have heard of several 
other examples, but have never yet had the good fortune U> 
meet with one. The foUowing description of this bird is from 
the British Zoology :— ^ 

** It is the size of a purre ; bill an inch long, straight to near 
^^ the end, which bends a little downwards ; crown of the 
^^ head, hind part of the neck, back, scapulars, and coverts 
^^ of the wings, of a deep lead-colour ; the back and scapulars 
" stripped with a dirty yellow ; across the greater coverts b 
^ a line of white ; throat white ; under part and sides of the 
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neck of a bright ferragiaeous ; breast of a deep cinereous ; 
belly white ; tail short and cinereous ; legs black ; the toes 
not webbed together^ but bordered on each side with late- 
ral membranes, scolloped and elegantly serrated." — ^Vol. IV* 
p. 67. 






GENUS XXF.— THE GREBE KIND. 

Gen. CAar.— Bill strong, slendtr, 8|iarp*pomled ; nostrils linear ; tongue slightly 
cloven at the end ; body depressed ; feathers thick set, compact, and very 
smooth and glossy 4 tail, none; wings short ; legs placed very far behind, very 
thin, or much compressed, doubly serrated behind ; toes furnished on each side 
with a broad plain membrane. 

Species 1. — The White and Dusky Grebe. 

Brit. Zool S97. Brit. Zool. lUm. tab. llfig. 1 *. 

This is the only species of Grebe I know of, an inhabitant 
of the Orkneys. It is found in our bays, lochs, and puddles 
of fresh-water, at all times of the year ; builds in the grassy 
loch of Aikemess with the water-hen ; makes its nest among 
the weeds. Stays all seasons ; builds with us. 

The bill, in two specimens I lately examined, was about an 
inch long, strong, and sharp ; the head small, and covered 

* Called in South Ronaldsha liitle/oaty-ane. 

N 
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with dusky feathers ; the back and wliole upper sitle of the 
body was an uniform dusky-black ; ihe throat and breast bay ; 
the feathers of the cheeks remarkably full ; the belly silvep- 
coloured, insomuch that that part looked like a piece of fine 
white satin ; it had no tail, instead of it were two or three 
small feathers without webs ; the feet were placed very far 
bank ; the legs tliin ; the toes divided into lobes ; the claws 
broad, something resembling those of the fingers of the human 
body. 

It can fly, but is not easily raised from the water ; dives 
most excellently, continuing a long while under water; and. if 
it is frighted, or dreads danger, sets up nothing more but its 
head and part of its small neck. 

I once shot a bird of this kind in the Orkneys, which I 
look for the " Colymbus Podiceps," — Lin. St/s. 223, but am 
persuaded since it was but a younger bird of this species. 

These are found in tlie sea, as well as in fresh waters. 

Linntcus tell us this species makes its nest amongst the 
reeds, which Mr Pennant confirms of another of the same 
genus, which oftm floats clear uf them into the lake, when 
the owner is said to steer it willi ita feet, which pass through 
it 

The hard above described lives on fiab» and is perp^ually 
diving in search of tliciie ; perhaps, like its congeners, it can 
feed too on watcr-pUnis. How many eggs it lays i cannot 
say, having never seen tlie nest., 
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ORDER rill^WEB-FQOTED BIRDS. 



^mt^fi^immm 



GENUS iXXr/.~THE AUK KIND. 






Gen. CXtffd-^Bitl strong, thidc, conyez, compressed ; nostrils linear, placed near 
ibe tdge ot^t^mtmSbie; longne ateMt as fong as Ute Mi ^ ttes^^nb Jback 
toe* •'..»• 

. « Thosp with tUck biUi. 

. . . . • . . . 

*^ Those with slender bills. 



Species 1.— The Aiik. 

Razorbill, Aak, Marre, Wil Om. 323. Bait Sjfn.Av. 1 ig. The Marrot, Sib. 
Hisii Fife, 48. Alca Torda, lAn. Syst. 210. BnV. Zool. 403. BriUZeol 
Bhtt. tab. 19 fig. *. Ore. fisdikie: 

^ 'TiaiBSE birds are very common in alf the headlands and 
high rocks romid the country ; they come here in March, and 
*ffil die whole shdvesbf the rocks in tnreeding-time ; lay but 
one large egg, either on the bare rock, or I hsivt seeil' tiiem, 
^ere there was any eatdi in the interstices, make la small 
hollow, wherein they placed thdr single egg ; but this is sel- 
dom, and when it is the case they take no pains to line it 
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with any soft materials as other birds ; but it is more ordinary 
with them to place their egg on the bare shelf of the rock, 
where, no doubt, the heat of the sun beating on it, and re- 
flected from the rock, is greatly assisting to hatch it. 

The description of those I had from Hoy-head is as fol- 
lows : Tlie length eighteen inches, the breadth twenty-six ; 
the weight twenty-four ounces ; the bill strong, sharp, and 
catling, straight to the point, when both mandibles crook a 
little downwards, but the uppermost ia much compressed, 
and the upper mandible is crossed by four transverse grooves, 
the lower with three, the broadest of which is a white, and 
crosses both ; the inside of the mouth a fine pale yellow ; the 
bill runs pretty far up, and at the angle begins a narrow 
wliite line, which runs to each eye ; the gape of the mouth is 
wide, and where the feathers begin the bill is as it were bordo 
cd ; the head, part of the throat, the whole upper side of the 
body (except the points of the lesser quill- feathers of the wings, 
which are white, and form a wliite stripe) is black ; the tail 
consists of pointed feathers, which are often much wore by 
the birds sitting on the rocks ; the whole under side of the 
body, as also the insides of the wings, is white ; the legs and 
feet arc black, and webbed to tlie claws. 

Both birds and eggs are eaten by our country people, who 
venture over the most dreadful precipices for lliem ; the tat- 
ter, eaten with salu pepper, and vinegar, arc very good, but 
the flesh of Uic birds ibemselven is rank and fishy tasted. 
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Species 2. — The Puffin. 

Puffin, Coulterneb, Wil. Om. 325. Rait Si/n. Jv. 120, AIca Artica, Ltn. 
5^5.211. Anasarciica Clusii, Sib. Scot. 90. tab. iS.jfg. 1. Brit. ZooL 
405, Coulterneb, Wa^^ ^^e8^ /ste, 25. f Avis nunna Sea Coulter dicta, 
Sib, Scot. 22. ? Ore. Tommy-noddy, Tommj. 

Found very frequent with congenerous birds in our rocks; 
builds its nest under ground ; like tlie others lays but one e^g. 

The dimensions of those found in Hoy-head are the follow- 
ing : Length twelve inches, breadth twenty-two, weight thir- 
teen ounces ; the bill is much compressed, with three furrows, 
the fore-part of it is red, parted with a white line from a grayish 
root, which runs up the forehead, forming a ridge and a very 
sharp angle ; the root of the bill is encompassed with a narrow 
whitish-coloin'ed skin, pierced full of small holes or points ; 
at the corner of each jaw is a piece of naked yellow skin ; 
the nostrils are long and narrow, looking downwards ; the 
eyes are fine, sparkling, and sharp while alive, theirides dusky, 
and the edges of the eyelids red ; on the eyelids are two odd 
naked callosities, which together forma triangle, as the upper 
one is of itself, the like not to be found in any other bird 
round these isles which has come to my knowledge*. Both 



* 1 juBt now have a bird of this speclei iu my j>oeiiession, which weighs half- 
a-pound : wants the callosities at the eyelids, and tlie narrow riiu round the bill. 
This was found drove on shore, Dec. 20. 177o. lu other lespects it differs not 
from the above description. 



102 



NATURAL HISTORY 



[£«&. 



the cheeks and round the eyes are gray, under the chin a little 
darker ; from the eyes runs a remarkable parting of the fea^ 
thers, very visible while the bird is alive, but soou obliterat- 
en when it is dead ; the top of the head, whole upper side of 
the body, wings, and tail, are black, with a collar of the same 
round the neck ; the breast and belly white ; the inside of 
the wings dusky ; the legs and feet are yellow, with black 
claws, the innermost of which is much hooked ; the tail short 
and rounded. 

This, too, is one of the birds for which our rock^nen ren- 
ture hfe and limbs. TTie flesh is rery rank and 6shy lasted- 
It takes diglit with great difficulty, and is often run down with 
boats, but can fly very well when it once gets wing. Our 
people take these from iheir holes with a stick, at the point 
of which is an iron hook ; but they must take great care both 
of this and the former, for they bile very severely, and the 
form of the bill makes the impression still more strong. 

I have observed many of this species drove ashore in a sad- 
den storm, that is, when caught suddenly in a gale of wind, 
which is a further proof of the diiBculty they have to take 
wing from a level ; indeed, all the motions of the sea-birds, 
except swimming, are extremely awkward. 
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) ', Sped.es S.-T-TheIJtfie Aide. 

Black Auk, BUck and White Divor, WU. Om. 343. Raii Syn. Ao. 125. 
Alca AUe, £tn. Sy$. 211. Brit. Zwl Illust. tab. IQ^Jfig. 1. Var. 



This bird I met with preserved ia a, small cpUectipa be- 
longiiig to a young lady in this country^ and am informed it 
is to be found pretty frequent round the rocks. 

The bill was but littla compressed, tbick^. short and strong, 
pretty much of the shape of that of the grosbeaks ; its colour 
\Aack* like the.rast of the genus the whqle upper 9id(5 was 
black; the^ throat and belly white; the sides of the neck 
white, spotted with black; the legs covered with whitish 
Maliet» ;' the web»in«that I sa^w white* The dimensions. I could 
n6t ta)t0, nor the weightr as it was a stuffed skin I took those 
notes from 
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Gem. CAor.^-BiJl slender, strong, pointed, the upper mandible sightly bendiaf 
towards the end, base covered with short feathers; nostrils lodged in a hollow 
near the base ; tongue slender, almost the length of the bill ; toes, no back toe. 

Species 1. — The GuiUemote. 

GuiUem,GoillenM>^Skont, Kiddaw, or Sea-Hen, fVil. Om.S94. BauSp%.Av. 
leo. Colymbus Troile, Lin. Syt. 220. Brit. Zool. 410. Ore. Skoiit. 

This bird is found with its neighbours in the rocks in great 
flocks. Like the rest of this kind thej lay but one ^gg, but 
this is very large and beautiful. 

Those I had brought me from Hoy-head agreed with Mr 
Pennant's description in every particular, only those I found 
to be cocks were of a deeper black and clearer white than 
the others, or females. 

Our rock*men catch vast numbers of these, and salt them 
for winter or summer provision, but they are all very rank 
and fishy. Mr Pennant says they are very simple birds, 
and though shot at, or see their companions drop beside 
them, they will not quit their station on the rock *. 



* Since writing tbe abore, I bave seen se?eral instances of their stupidity in 

^ 1 
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Species 2. — The Black Guilkmote. 

Greenland Dove, or Sea-Turtle, Wil. On. 326. Rait %i. Jv. 121. Tuitur 
Mahiiniug insuix Bass, 5'iA. Hut. Fife, 46. Columbus Grille, Lin. S^tt. 
S«0. Biit. Zool. 412. Brit. Zool. Illui. tab. m.fg. 2. Columba GrtEO- 
landica, the Sea Turtle*Dove, Sib. Scot. 9,0. Orc.*Tustt. Toiati, If al- 
lace. 

This Guillemote differs in its history frora the rest ; they 
all go off from us in the winter season, leaving our rocks bare 
and barren, but this keeps constantly with us for the whole 
year, continually to be found in our sounds, fishing all wea- 
thers. 

The length of this species is fifteen inches and a half, breadth 
twenty-two, weight ounces ; the bill is slender, but 

strong and sharp, the colour black ; the whole inside of the 
mouth of a deep orange-red ; the whole plumage is black, 
except the speculum of the wing and the inner coverts, with 
a very small spot under each eye, which are all wliite. In 
this, as well as all the water-fowl, the feathers are very thick 
and close, always damp with the quantity of oil which the 
bird takes care to anoint them with, to keep off the cold and 
water. This gives the feathers a very rank smell, and makes 
them unfit for the purposes of bedding, for which they would 



allowing (hemselves to come so near the boato, as to be knocked down with an 
oar or boat-book, lliey continue in Orkney throughout the winter. 
* Avis pHTva pnepit^) ia Ototdibua Tyst dku^-^Fide Sib. Scot. 82. 
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Otherwise be excellent ; but these are invincible obstacles to 
their being used lo ihese puqjoses, as no method has yet been 
hit upon to clear ihem from the smell and dampness. 

Tlie taist6 build in holes of the earth ; hke the rest lays but 
one egg. 

These birds are found in the winter-time almost wholly gray, 
and others spotted about the head, neck, and back, with that 
colour ; but whether they change colour in winter, and put 
on this as the dress of the season, or if it is the last year's 
brood not yet arrived at their proper colours, I am uncertain ; 
one thing I am certain of, that I have seen them of both co- 
Uiurs late in the winter, and early in the spring, so that, in 
my opinion, the change is not universal, or perhaps it is but 
in the hardest winters where this happens in general*. 

Before I dismiss this genus, I must take notice of one par- 
ticular which I have often observed, and no doubt has been 
so by others before now, and this is, that all these birds make 
use of their wings below water in the same manner as a swim- 
mer uses liis arms, the strokes of which answer to those of his 
legs ; just so the auk, the puBin, the guillemotes, and do doubt 
the divers use their wings, the strokes of which exactly coi^ 
respond with those of their feet, and by this means make vast 



* The foUawing particular makes me imagine it the joung brood that are tbua 
coloured : The legs aod feet of (he speckled iudividuala arc of a dirty brown. 
whereas the old birdi have iheu uniforiuly a very deep orange ; and 1 believe it ia 
yet unobserved, that birds having once acqniicd their growth and colouri, ever 
I'liange these of (heir bate parts. 



The Guillemote.} 



OF ORKNEV. 



107 



way in the water, and no doubt are of great service to them 
in their ascent from the bottom, as these are not furnished 
with an apparatus for this purpose like the fishes ; but how- 
ever this is, the above may be easily observed by any one upon 
throwing a stone over the rock where they haunt, when he 
will see those thai dive striking alternately with wings and 
legs, till the depth of water hides them from his sight. 

Whether any other species of this genus ever appear on our 
coasts, I am uncertain ; have never observed any other ; liave 
ofren inquired about the Great Auk especially, but cannot find 
it is ever seen here ; nor can I find tlie Black-billed Auk, nor 
the Lesser Guillemote. 

These birds, except the taist^ *, all redrefromus in winter, 
and come again in spring. The country people say they 
keep to a day ahnost in their exits and returns ; however, 
this, I dare say, depends much upon the weather, as is, the 
case with the migration of the wans, the nestling of small 
birds, and the springing, leafing, and blowing of plants. 

It is from these things the universal almanack is to be drawn, 
and from these many of our rural observers will draw as cer- 
tain notions, as the greatest philosophers with all their learn- 
ing. 



* And the Scout or Guillemote.— See the note, p. 104. 
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GENUS XXF///.— THE DIVER. 

Gen- CAor.— Bill strong, tilraight, pointed, upper mandible the longest, edgw or 
each bending inwards ; noatrils linear, the upper pait divided by a Mnull cula- 
neou* appendage ; tongue long and pointed, seriated at eacb side near the base ; 
lega verjr (Iiin and flat; toes, the exterior the longesl, the back toe small, join- 
ed to the interior b^ a small nieinbrane ; tail short, consists of twenty' leathen. 

Species 1. — The Great Northern Diver, 

Ifil. Om. 342. Rati Syti, Av. IS5. CoI<mibus Maoimua stellatus nostras, 
Sib. Scot. 20. lab. 15. C. glacialis, Lin. Syt. SSI. Brit. Zool. 413. 

The Great Northern Diver is very frequent rouud aJI the 
Orkney's, but especially in the bays and harbours, which it 
enters in pursuit of smali fish, its only sustenance. The na- 
tural history of this and the following species is something pa- 
radoxical. Though they continue among these islands the 
whole season, 1 can find none to inform mc how or where they 
breed. It iscertain the formation of their legs, and tlie manner 
of placing tliem, does not allow them to walk> nor will teas- 
ing make them t)y, as I have often seen ; indeed, their Mings 
seem too small for litis purpose. How then do they propagate 
and hatch? To solve this many iiiiprobable schemes have 
been advanced ; some • telling us " they have tlieir nests and 



* 'fbe dder Wallace, llitt. Ork. IG. ed. 1693, aiid from him traiuraitted to 
Sit Robni Sibbald. 
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" hatch their eggs under the water ;" others, that they do 
this in a natural hollow under their wings, and that they have 
but a single egg. How it is, I confess tnysclf ignorant, nor can 
I, as far as I know, in this particular be informed by^he writ- 
ings of the naturaUsts, none of whom that I can learn advert- 
ing to this bird's inability to perform its functions in the or- 
dinary way. 

This is the largest diver we have, in lengtlj three feet and 
a half, breadth four feet eight inches, weight sixteen pounds. 
The head and neck to the breast are of a deep black, with a 
gloss of green, changeable into purple; under the throat is a 
small semilunar white band, streaked with black, and on the 
neck beliind a larger, streaked in the same manner ; the bill 
is black, sharp, and strongly made ; the breast and belly, also 
the under sides of the wings, pure white ; the sides of the 
breast, to the setting on of the wings, curiously streaked biack 
and white ; the back, coverts of the wiugs, and a stroke un- 
der the wings, along the sides, are black, but each feather 
marked with two well defined white spots ; the scapulars 
are long, and the spots large and square; the tail short and 
black ; a dusky line runs from the thighs to the vent; the legs 
are black. 

I take this or the nest to be Martin's carrara, bomuvochU, 
or bishop-foul, which he describes " to be as big as a goose, 
" having a white spot on the breast, and the rest party-colour- 
" ed ; it seldom flies, but is exceeding quick in diving ;" 
weighs, according to him, sixteen pounds one ounc6. — V'ule 
Descnp. fVest. Jsles, page 72. 
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Species 2. — The Immer. 



C. iMtlibus psimatis letradactylit, corpore supra ntgricante albo unduUlo, ittbliu 
toto albo, Bnmnieh. Oiit. ISQ. Lin. Syt. 'HI. Anser nuslratibus tbe £iii< 
ber-goose dicitu, Sib.Scot. fit. Emmer or ImmcT Guose, Ore* 



Tins species, by common observers, is not distinguished 
from the last, but botli go in Orkney under the name of Ini- 
nier or EinuierGoose; ihey are, however, very different. Sir 
Robert Sibbald places it among his goose or duck-kind with 
broad bills, between the wild and dunler-goose (anas molissi- 
ma), but it has nothing to do in the genus. The enuner- 
goose is very frequent in our sounds and bays at all seasons. 
Like the former it never attempts to fly, even though fired 
at ; seems to put its whole trust in diving, which it does with 
wonderiul facility, stays a long while under water, and rises 
at a vast distance. In bulk it equals tbe former; the bill 
strongly made, very sharp, and four inches long, the ridge of 
the upper mandible black, the rest both of it and the tower palo 
coloured ; the head and neck a dusky black; the throat, beUy» 
and inside of the wings white, with a blackish hue crossing 
the vent ; the whole upper side of the lx>dy is a dusky black, 
only the point of every feather is bordered with white, which 
at some distance looks as if it were waved ; tlie covert fea* 
thers of the wings, instead of while, are waved with a faint 
Bsh'colour, liie quill-leathers black ; tlie legs, hke all those of 
the tribe, are thin, and partly white and part black ; the tail 
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short, and, like the back, party-coloured, tipped with a dirty 
white. Like the former, the time, place, and manner of 
building of this bird is to me unknown. The same story * is 
told of its hatching under water, but this, in all probability, is 
a refuge for ignorance, as most marvellous stories are. It 
utters a howling cry much like that of dogs ; is very hard to 
shoot, as it dives immediately on the flash from the gun-pan. 
Like most sea-birds, this is very fat, having near an inch 
deep of fat on the skin, which both makes it difficult to be 
gotten off, and more so to dry. 



Species 3. — The Gray Spelled Diver. 

Greatest Speckled Diver, or Loon, Wil. Om. 341. RaiiSyn. Av. 125. JBriV. 
^oo/. 414. Ore. Loon. 

This is the least of the greater divers which frequent 
these shores ; it only appears here in the winter season, and 
goes off in spring, but where it retires to I cannot say; pro- 
bably to the northern countries, where it will be less disturb- 
ed in breeding-time than here. 

It is to be found constantly in the winter season in the bays 
and sounds, but in no place more frequently than the harbour 
of Stromness, where it constantly attends the shoals of coal- 



* Anserqui nidulari sub aqua, elsubftquaetiam ovis incubare traditur.— Ftt/e 
JiV6. Scoi. ei. 
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fish fey which set in there, amongst which it makes great ha- 
vock. 

Those birds differ much in their spots, some being more 
and some less spotted, likewise in the placing of these ; in ge- 
neral the head is gray, spotted with white, the whole upper 
part of the body spotted with the same ; the tail black, spot- 
texl with white ; the whole under side white, as all the divers 
are, to a bird, which have come to my knowledge ; all have 
white belUes, except some of tlie gulls and ducks, but these 
can scarce be called divers : the first seldom dive, and the 
ducks are so differently formed, that it is impossible to rank 
them with these. 



Species 4. — Tlie Red-tliroated Dtocr. 

Norlhem Doulier, H'il. Om. 343. Raii S\/fi. Av. ICJ. Coljmbu* leptcnlrio 
oalU, C. srclicna, Xin. ^s. Seo.SSt. Brit. Zool.4l&. BrU. Zool. Uha. 
tab. il./ig. 1, 1!. Ore. Rain^ooM. 



The Rain-goose, as it is here called, continues with us the 
whole season ; builds on the very edge of a lake in the hilU of 
Hoy : lays two eggs; its nest placed so as it can slip trom it 
into the water, as it can neither stand nor walk at land, but 
can make very quick way in tiic water; fiies well, and cod^ 
monly very high : makes a vast howling, and sometimes croak- 
ing noise, which our country folks say prognosticates rain, 
whence its name, with the additioa of goose ; and here it is 
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worth while to remark anent the provincial names of birds, 
every large swimming bird is called goose, with some other 
distinguishing epithet, thus, ember-goose for the great-diver, 
dunter-goose for the eider-duck, rain-goose lor the above, &c. 

The male and female of tliis species are constant compa- 
nions. I have observed this whole season a couple of them 
which build in Hoy,and have made the harbour of Stromness 
their haunt, to come every night thilher about six or seven 
o'clock, seldom sooner or later, and iuamediately betake them- 
selves to fishing for about an hour, when they withdraw to the 
same place they came from. These birds have a vast liking 
to one another; if one is shot, the other may be seen hover- 
ing about the place for some days, and, often venturing too 
near in its search, shares the same fate. It is then very piti- 
ful to consider the wistful looks the survivor casts around it, 
to see for its faithful mate, and with what anxiety it swims 
round and round, still keeping its eye on the place where it 
was taken on shore ; but this is in some measure to be observ- 
ed in others of the swimming birds in breeding-time, though 
not so much as in this ; however, I have observed a male 
goosander, when the female was shot, continue a long while 
near the same place, probably still expecting his mate. 

This is a very beautiful bird ; the male has his head adorned 
with fine stripes of dusky and white, which run down his neck 
alternately ; the back a dusky gray ; the ivings spotted with 
white, these are small, sharp, and placed far back on the body ; 
the throat reddish ; the belly white ; the feet placed far back ; 
the legs thin like the back of a knife, good for nothing at land, 
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but cxcclteoUy 6tted for swimming; the feet, when the stroke 
is given, extend to tlieir whole breadlb, bul when it is to be 
fetched these fold up and become little thicker than the leg. 
Al! parts of these birds are excellently fitted for making their 
way through the water with great speed ; the head is taper, 
the bill small, &c. but this is so excellently described by the 
pious author of the M'isdom of God in the Creation, that I 
shall give it in his own words : — " The bodies of the colymbi, 
** duckers, or loons, are admirably fitted and conformed for 
" diving under water, beingcovcred with very thick plumage, 
" and the superficies of their feathers so smooth and slippery, 
" that the water cannot penetrate or moisten them, whereby 
** their bodies are defended from the cold, the water being 
" kept at a distance, and so poised that by a Ught impulse 
" they may easily ascend in it ; then their feet are situated in 
*• the hindmost part of the body, whereby they are enabled, 
" shooting their feet backwards, and striking the water U|>- 
" wards, to plunge themselves down into it with great facility, 
" and likewise to move forwards therein ; then their legs are 
*' made flat and broad, and their feet cloven into toes, with 
" appendant membranes on each side, by which configum- 
" tiou they easily cut the water, and are drawn forward, and 
** so take their stroke backwards ; and besides, I conceive, 
" that by means of this figure, their feet being moved to the 
" right and letl hand, serve them as a nidderio enable tiiem 
" to turn under water, for some conceive thai they swim 
" easier under water ttian tliey do above iU How they 
*' raise themselves up again, whether their bodies emerge of 
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^ themselves by their lightness, or whether by striking against 
** the bottom in the manner of a leap, or by some peculiar 
*♦ motion of their legs, I cannot determine. That they dive 
^^ to die bottom is clear, for that in the stomachs, both of the 
^ greater and lesser kind, we have found both grass and other 
*^ weeds, and in the lesser kind nothing else, though both prey 
<^ upon fish. Their biUs are made strait and sharp, for the 
<< easier cutting the water, and striking their prey. Could 
^ we see the motions of their legs and •feet in the water, then 
^ we should better comprehend how they ascend, descend, 
^ and move to and fro, and discern how wisely and artifici-^ 
^^ ally their membranes are formed and adapted to those 
« utes^^— Fide Ray's Wud. af God. 

It is probable they easily rise firom the bottom, by their 
bodies bdng specifically lighter than the water ; andj as a proof 
of tbis^ I have often observed them labour mucli mose m g/ph 
iog down than coming up ; both wings and 1^ were exerted 
lQtbeiiUno«t» but when they rose both seemed at rest^ 
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GENUS XXIX.— THE GULL-KIND. 

Ofn. Char. — Bill strong, straight, but bending down *t the point, on the under 
part of llie lower mandible an angular proinincncjr ; nostrils oblong and nar- 
row, placed in the middle of the bill ; tongue a lillle cloven ^ body light ; 
wings long ; legs small, and naked above the knees ; back toe small. 

■' Species l.—The Great Black and fVhile Gutl. 

nil Om. 344. Rail Syn. Av. 1«7. Lams marinua, Lin. fyi. 225. Btit. 
Zool.^\6. Sib. Scot. ^. Ore. Blackbacked-Maw, Swaitbaclc. 



This is the largest of the gull-kind which is found in these 
seas, or round the whole country. It continues here the whole 
year; builds on the insulated rocks round the shores, and 
sometimes on the shelves. It is very ravenous, as much so 
as an eagle, only it meddles not with lambs or poultry, but 
for carrion and garbage none is more so. It beats away the 
smaller gulls from any fish which may happen to be thrown 
ashore, and seizes the whole prey to itself; but if it misses of 
this, sits down contentedly to a piece of dead horse if it can 
get it. 

In bulk it almost equals a goose ; the length, from the point 
of the bill to the end of the tail, two feet three inches, but if 
measured to the claws it is two feet five ; when the wings are 
extended it is five feet tliree inches from tip to lip. The beak 
of one I measured was something more than three inches 
long, very strong, and much htx>ked at the point ; ou the 
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the lower mandible is a large angular knob, which is black 
towards the opening of the mouth, but reddish below, the 
colour of the rest of the bill was a pale yellow ; the nostrils 
were long, and broadest toward the point of the bill ; the 
bead was larger and on the crown a few ash-coloured spots ; 
the neck to the shoulders, the breast, and belly white; the back 
and wings black ; the quill feathers were all tipt with white; 
the rump white, with twelve spotted feathers in the tail ; the legs 
were bare above the knee for a small space, as in the others 
of the kind, of a pale flesh-colour inclining to white ; the 
claws black. 

I never saw its egg,, but Mr Pennant tells us it is very blunt 
at each end, of a dusky-olive colour, quite black at the greater 
end, and the rest of it thinly marked with dusky spots. 

I know not if there is any variety with red feet which Linnaeus 
describes his with ; mine, too, had a few ash-coloured spots 
on the head which Mr Pennant's has not, but this might have 
been owing to difference of sex or age, as there is no genus 
of birds perhaps which passes through more changes of colour 
than the gull-kind, which sddom amve at their colour the 
first yean 
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Species 2.™ TAe Arctic Gull. 



Brit. Zool. 420. Brit. Z>ol. Illm. 35. tab. «2. Faskidar, Mart. Wat. Itltt, 
7S. Lviu parukicuB, Xin. S^i, 226. Ore. ScouU-AuIin. 



This is a laigratory bird, comes in May and departs with 
the sea-swallow, or great tern. I suppose it builds with the 
rest of the tribe in the rocks *, though I never saw its nest, 
but it continues here the whole breeding-time. 

It seems this gull can make Utile shift for itself, b^ng hio- 
dered by some natural defect or laziness, for it always makes 
the others its providers. It is most commonly on the wing, 
and wherever it sees a flock of others a-fishlng, it hovers about 
till it sees something caught, upon which it immediately s^s 
out in chace of the captor, and never leaves tormenting it till 
it drops the prey, which the other always catches before it 
reaches the water. Even when it has it in its stomach it is 
not safe, for all the gutls, upon being frightened or teased, are 
apt to throw up what is in ih^ stomachs, which 1 have o(^ 
seen upon shooting a gull ; it would voniit up a quantity of 
worms or whatever else was in its belly. The parasitic gull 
is acquainted with this, and if he misses prey the other way, 
torments the 6rsi he can get on, till in this manner he receives 
the fruit of his toil ; but notwithstanding the opinion of many 
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very eminent natural historians, I cannot think the excrement 
of one congenerous bird can be the food of another; but this 
is only a private opioiou. 



Species 3. — The Skua. 



Our Cataracta, 1 suppose the Comiith Gannel, Hi/. Om. 346. Ruii Syn. Ac- 
128. Cataractt^s, Sib. Scot. tab. 14. Sea Eagte, Hist. Fife, 46. Larus 
Cataractes, Lin. Stfa. 326. Brit. Zool. 417. Foula, Bouxie. 



Tuis Gull we have not in Orkney) neither had I ever an 
opportimity of seeing it till last summer I met with it in Foula, 
an island to the westward of the Shetland Isles. 

As I approached the summits of the high mountains, I 
came near the skua's quarters, which are affixed on the very 
peaks. I no sooner approached but I was attacked with so 
great fury, that every one of those who were with me, as well 
as myself, were obliged to do him obeisance at every stroke. 
He beat my dog entirely out of the pit, insomuch that he was 
obliged to run in among our legs for shelter, and could not 
be forced out again, for though bonxie (as he is here called), 
had some regard for us while we kept together, on him he had 
no mercy, every whip he fetched him made his own wings 
crack, and the dog crouch into the hollows of the moor, till 
we came up and relieved him. I followed one of them to 
some distance from the rest, which made me part good com- 
pany, and received some very rude salutes for my imprudence 
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from three of these birds that made at me with the utmost 
rage. I defended myself the best way I ccmld with my gun, 
fired several limes at ihem, but, as none dropped, the report 
did not startle them in the least> rather seemed to enrage them 
the more. When the inhabitants are lookmg after their sheep 
on the hills, the skua otlen attacks them in such a manner 
that they are obliged to defend themselves with cudgels held 
above their heads, on which it often kills itself. 

The method of life Is much the same as in the parasitic 
gull (our former species), only this attacks the larger kind of 
gulls as the other does the lesser. By the most minute inquiry, 
could not find that it ever meddled either with its congeners or 
others to destroy them. Its fury seems to be more defensive 
than offensive. When we meet it at sea it seems to be a stu- 
pid hke bird, and often swims within an oar's length of the 
boat. 

In Foula this is a privileged bird, no man will nor dare 
shoot it, under the penalty of sixteen shillings and eightpence 
sterhng, nor destroy its eggs. When they meet it at sea 
whatever fish they have in the boat skua always get a share, 
and all this out of gratitude fur beating off the eagle, who 
dares not venture to prey on the island during ihebrceding sea- 
son. Skua, indeed, is not so strong as the former, but much 
more nimble, strikes at him without mercy with such effect 
that he makes the eagle roar aloud, and Ins retreat is so sud- 
den as to- avoid all danger from his clumsier antagonist. 

I asked particularly whether skua did not sometimes pay 
himself for defending their Hocks, by taking a lamb now and 
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then, but one and all assured me they had never seen or heard 
of a single instance of his cooing so. 

The description of this bird in the British Zoology is pretty 
good. The ueck is much thicker apd stronger than iij oth^ 
gulls; the wings reach near the point of the tail ; the tail, 
when flying, is spread like a fan, has no long fealhere like 
the arctic gull ;.. the cry is hoarse and strong ; lays two, eggs 
in tl>e heath of the highest hills, much of the same colour as 
those of the arctic gull, of an olive colour, blotched with d^-, 
ker spots of the same; it weighs three pounds four drachm?; 
lengUi, from the point of the bill to the point of the tail, two 
feet ; breadth four feet and a half; the bill two inches and a, 
quarter, black, strong, and crooked, the base covered with a 
sort of horny substance ; the legs black, webs the same ; the 
talons strong and crooked, especially the innermost, but no- 
thing near equal to those of the smaller birds of prey ; the ge- 
neral colour of the upper side of this bird is a rusty-brown • 
the head, breast, and belly lighter; the quills black towards 
the upper part, but white towards the wing, which appearing 
when the bird is on wing forms a white spot : the tail consists 
of twelve dusky featlxers with white roots. 
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Species 4,— The HernH^^GvU. 



Will Om. 345. Rm 5yfi. Av. 1£7 . Lttos fbactia, Un. 9^ «£d. Brit. ZooL 

4«1. Brit. Zoo/. //6a. tab. 79.>%. I. 

The Herring-Gull is found in great numbers in all the 
rocks of these isles, but in none m greater numbers than in one 
called the Black-Craig, in which the nests are placed as thidc 
as thej can stand on the shelves. These are very laige^ 
made of dried grass heaped togeth^, in which it lays its eggs, 
commonly three in number. ^ 

The young birds of most of the gulls are good eatings and 
sought after by our rock-men, as- wdl as the ^gs of every 
rOck*fbwl. 



Species 5.— The Brawn and White Gull. 



Grett Gray Gull, the Coniiih Wage!, Wil. Ork. 349. Raii Sjfm. Jv. 150. Ijh 
ni8 Nmiis^ lAn. Sg$. 9M. Brii. ZooL 4M. Brit. Xool. Ilhu. UA. 79. 
fig. ft. Ore. Scory. 

This is the scarcest of the Gull-kind in Orkney, however, 
it is pretty frequent : commonly seen in die fields in the 
spring, faithfully attending the swine, with whom it shares 
the prey which they root for, such as earth-worms, &c. The 
colour of this is difierent from any of the rest, being mottled 
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yn!^ bladiwbvown, apd cjqrtj T^hite ;, the larger feathers blac^ ; 
the bmibl*cH& ^^]^,p^i» d^.^^Jutft; bjvt tlie colour of 
the bill is a distinguishing mark in this from all therest of the 

• ■ ■ *■ 

CodMoii SM(-Sf^ mL0m,8^i Ck>mmon Sea-Mall, or Mtw^ ftaii Symukh, 
137. Uqu .<3muq^ Un, ^. ^Sf. . Jfiiil. ZooL 444. JBnV.,S;0o/. I^. 3^ 



• . * •« ■ ' • . ^ , 



.'. J 



These are found everywh^e; fill the jocks^ bays^ and 
harbours in summer^ in such a manner as to deafen one with 
the clang which is among these and others ; so well known as 
to need no description. 



Species l.-^The Tarrock. 



Wil Om. 346. Bmi Sgn. At. 128. hum trichctylos^ Lm. Sjfi. 884* Brii. 
Zool.4Up Brii. ZooL lUui. 96. tab. 23. Sib. Scot. tab. 1&>^. S. .Ore. 

]Kittiwake. 

'«-'■' ... 

This is the most frequent of the kind in Orknisy ; cover the 
whole rocks in summer. that at a great d,istaiice they appear 
^^te^ with them ; they sit in tiers over , one another^ as thick 
as one can press to one another ; often appear at the (ace of 
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these precipices like a cloud, and fill the air with their cry, 
which is the word kittiwake often repeated, whence the 
name. 

The colours of this, as well as the rest, diifer much accord- 
ing tu age, sex, and I think season, sometimes spotted and 
blotched about the wings and head with black ; however, aa 
old bird has the whole body, except the back and wings, 
while ; the latter gray, the tips of the five first quill feathers 
black, with a white spot ; the legs dusky, with only three toes ; 
the back toe wanting, and only a knob in its place. 

These birds are much sought after in many places for eat- 
ing, and tiie young are said to be tolerable, but all the guU- 
kiud are wild and fishy tasted. 



Species B.—The Pewit GulL 

Pewit or Black-Cip, Se»-Crow, Mire-Crow, Wi7. Orn. 347. Rail ^n, Jv, 
Its. Larus ri<libuiidus, Lin. Sys. 226. Bnt. Sool. 426. Ore. Hooded* 



Tms Species is pretty frequent with us in spring, and 1 hare 
seen a few in summer. It is probable they build on the grassy 
holms in the loclis, such as Stenness, £vie, &c but I never 
isaw any of these' ' ""■■'' '' "■ ' • ': '"' i^'^"' "i; 

This is easily known from all the rest by its head, bill, and 
'h^ ; the head in some is black, in others a dusky brown ; 
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the bill and legs red ; the breast^ bellj> and . tail white ; back 
imd wii^ asbooloured.; . 



• . . » 



These are the gulls I have observed in Orkoey^and I think 
we have few rnore^ perl^aps the Winter^Mew^ {Brit. Zaol. 
4S5), but I have never had an opportunity to eicamine that 
ipecies.-T^The* Skua and Cepphus, for ought I can hear, are 
not to be found here. 



. t -t 'if 



^* ' • •• •'».• /.. J . ^ 



G£MJ!S JEXX.T-THE TERN. 



' ' • I 



Q^H. C^i^BUl ^traighty alender^ pointed; noitrib Itoeur^ Ipogue deadeff ^d 
, , thiirp ; wiiH;9 T^;1<mv>> }^i. ^.^^mU- back tioe ;. jtul/orked. . 

.1 Species l,-rZ%e (afr«!a^ r«Wt . i . ... 



. . ' I . f • • ■ , . 

■"•*■'* • ' . i ^ - ■ ■ i • • . i- .. I . . , : * <■ • J \ ." * » » • . ' i "! 'j ' I I I J !• i » \ " , 

^ , I T4118 bird only. lappews -here in, sitfjupjierji ; a#^ ^^ej^ u^. ^^i 
^iaiiteE;(it cQ(aes.ifi Maj, ftnid>dep^ vlj^^;bre^dwgHiW> 

vi IIMJiiUia ledilheerQwnpf t^l;4e94;hlac^;;,t]^uui^^ 
•aid* cf lithe, body jirhitie;,.tl)e bac^.^4.]Rr<MPg^^pp!road^ to 

. iii*Ji ^'iJilJo .11 i ^i..t ../iv|jl» 4'iij ;;,v; i 1:0 ^fiiiii/ )i ^ ^^ - , ;.' •• 
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ai)l>-colour;th«win^are'loDg, and reach nestr: the pointof 
the tail, which is very much forked ; Jthe'teel-«£0.sqiaU, and 
of a fine red colour. 

These build in vast uuinbei'sin the uninhabited isles of Ork- 
ney, and'in ihe hulms of the lakes ; are seen in vast numbeiB 
all along tlie sea-side, and edges of the lakes, fishing ; they 
hover a little over the water, and suddenly dart down on any 
small fish they observe. Tliis bird may besaid to be Iho arcv 
tic gull's provider, for no sooner does it catch a small fish but 
it utters a particular cry, which the other (who is commonly 
on the watch) no sooner hears, but he immediately pursues 
and forces it to drop the prey, Avhich he as nimbly catches ; 
often loo does he intercept the tern while it carries home, for 
a long way, a small provision in its bill for its family, but 
this merciless invader seizes all, and renders the longest jour- 
neys often useless. Tliese birds come about the same time, 
and withdraw together, but whether their place of retiremrait 
is the same I am unacquainted. 

' This species is furnished with long wings to perform Jong 
and t]uick flights, with a forked tail to guide its way, and to 
assist it in these sudden motions it is obliged to make in search- 
ing for and seizing its prey. This use of the tail in directing 
the motions of a bird is pointed out by Mr Kay, in the foU 
lowing words : — " In Uiose that have ibrked tails, autopsy 
" convinceth us lliat it batti tliat use. For it is manifest lo 
" sight, that the forked tail kite, by turning her train side- 
** ways, elevating one horn and depressing the other, tutus 
" her whole body ; and doubtless (he tail hath the same use 
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^ in swallows, who make tibe most sudden turn in Ihe air of 
^* any Inrds, and all of them have forked talk/' . 

Whoe the sea-swallow retires to in winter I cannot say^ 
biit it leaves isi-entirely wh^n tins season comes on ; probably 
fetires to the warmer dimate^ 
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GENUS XXXf.— PETRELS. 



Gen. CAitr.— -Bin straight, but' booKed ^t the- end ; nofttriii ojliAdnq^ tubulti't 
tongue; legs naked abbte tbe kifeesr tteck tte, none; instead of-it a ahar^ 
•pur pointing downwards. ... . ^ 

: . J. 



Species 1. — The Sheaf^Vatei'* 






M9fiu Puffin, Wa, Qmt 3^. B^ Sjffu Jv. 134. Shear. Water, Utm, JSS. 
Procellaria Puffious, Lin. &f$. US. fifit. Zool. 433. Manks Petrel, Brit, 
Zod.foL 146. Ore. Lyre. Avis Orcadensis Lyra di<ita anate minor, et plu* 

*^' '-irkli inajor, ptnguisttma, sapbrb piscillenti. Sib. Scot M. * ' - ' : * 



• . 4 



{This bird is the chief acqcdsitif^ <]iur rock^men get for^ 
the danger in climbing the most dreadfiil precipices ; fortUs, 
.one sitting on! the brink of the rock^ with a coil of rop^ made 
of bair on his axmii will let his heighbour many fttboma over 
the Steepest rocks^such as #oiM make others riuiddeir only to 
look aly and yet these people think no moK of rit than . an^^ air- 
n^t andtbonghfew years pass without some or other of 
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them perishing, yet that never deters the survivors, — such an 
influence has the love even of a little gain on the human mindv 
that not the most imminent dangers can delertliera from pur- 
suing it at ail events, even though death stares ibem in the 
face every moment they are on these expeditions. The smal- 
lest accident may ruin them, — the untwisting of the rope, 
— the slipping of a noose, — the rubbing of it on the rugged 
rocks, — all may and sometimes are fatal to the climbers ; 
yet so venturesome are they, that they often let one another 
down small heights with straw ropes. Well might the poet 
call this a "horrid trade;" it is really dreadful to see people 
let over a rock several hundred fathoms height, with the deep 
below them, supported only by the single arm of their com- 
rades, who have nothing to rest themselves against, but must 
depend on tlieir strength for both their preservation : som^ 
times, indeed, botli slip together. 

The lyre conies to these rocks in February or March, and 
some time afler their arrival build in holes of the little earth 
that is to be found in the interstices of the rocks ; lays a single 
white egg, something like a hen's, but blunt at each end. In 
August tlie young are fit for taking, and are very much sought 
after as dehcacics by tliosc who love good cheer. They ar^ 
indeed, very fiat, but are nauseously rank and fisby lasted; 
however, they sell pretty high, and are lucrative to the ca{> 
tors. The country people salt them down for winter provi- 
sion, and boil tlicni with cabbage ; wbal sort of a dish this 
makes I cannot say, but suppose not extraordinary. Tbejr 
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likewise take the old ones in March, but these are poor, and 
not near so good as the young. 

An old lyre weighs seventeen ounces ; in length eighteen 

inches ; breadth twenty-*six ; the bill is about an inch and a 

* 

half long ; the upper mandible black, the lower lead-colour- 
ed ; the nostrils are placed very near one another in a bald 
skin of the upper part of the bill, they are small and round ; 
the body is long and cylindrical ; the back and whole upper 
side black ; the throat, breast, and belly white ; the feet are 
placed very far back ; the leg bones thin, the colour various^ 
in some greenish and black, in others white bdbre and black 
behind. 

There are various accounts of the manner of feeding of this 
bird ; however, the make of its bill, I should think, pronoun- 
ces it a fisher, and in the stomach of one I dissected I found 

* « 

a piece of a fish, surrounded with a greenish liquor^ but so 
much decayed that I could not make out what kmd it was. 
Our country people say it ^scums the water, and lives on the oil 
it finds there ; but the form of its bill denies that. The last no- 
tion is from its spouting a quantity, of oil from its throat; but 
this is not peculiar to it, but to the whole gen\is, and is its food 
reduced to this in its stomach. 
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Species 2. — The Starmfinch. 

Sib. Hisi. life, 48. Procdlaria pelagict, Lin. Sfi. S12. Wil. Om. 995. 
Brii. ZooL 434. Brit. ZooL JUm.pl. 82.>^. I. Ore. AkmootL 

The Stormfinch is very frequent in all the seas round Ork- 
ney. I met with it in Stronsa Frith and elsewhere ; but it 
never approaches the shore except in the breeding-season. 
This is performed in the rocks and uninhabited isles; and as 
soon as this is over, it betakes itself to sea, and we never see: 
it till that time twelvemonth. 

Our fishermen often fall in with the stormfinch at sea, but 
they do not like th^n, for they are sure of a gust of wind im- 
mediately to follow as often as they approach the land. . 

I never could observe it but on the wing, or snapping Jfiom 
wave to wave, dipping its bill now and then in the water, as 
if in search of insects, nor does it seem to be a diver* 
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-THE MERGANSER, OR DIVING- 
GOOSE. 



Cett. Char, — Bill uleoder, a little deprcsied, ruroished with a crooked nail ut the 
end, edges very stliarply serrated ; itostrils, uear the middle of the mandible, 
small and subovated j tongue slender j feet, the exterior toe longer than the 
middle. 

Species 1. — The Goosander, 

Goosander, WU. Om. 335. Dundiver or Sparling-Fowl, Ibid. Rati Syn. Av, 
134. MergUB Merganser, Lin. Sys, 208. Brit. Zool. 436. Brit. Zool. lilia. 
tab. 83. Ore. Harle. 



With us the Goosander continues the whole year, add 
may be seen every day in numbers on the lakes and in the 
sea; builds on the small holms of the loch of Stenness, along 
with other birds ; in harvest and winter fly in large flocks, in 
summer in pairs ; the male and female are then strict compa* 
nions, but, like many other birds, when breeding-time is over, 
part company, and lose acquaintance. 

The description of this bird is exactly the same as in the 
British Zoology, only I take the second species there describ- 
ed to be the female of the above, as those I have killed are 
of the same weight, have the very same marks ; and indeed 
I cannot think 1 am mistaken, as I have killed both birds to- 
gether. 
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I once killed a bird of this kind in Orkney which weighed 
two pounds, except two ounces ; it was a male, the colours 
were the same, the shape of the bill and legs the same as in 
the larger goosander, only the whole head, neck, and breast 
were black. It could not be a young bird, as it was in March 
I shot it, when these birds have not bred. — Qiuere^ What bird 
might it have been the male of? 

The goosanders are excellent swimmers and divers ; conti- 
nue very long under water; are excellently furnished for seizing 
and holding any small fish they can catch in the water ; the 
bill is not only formed with a nail or hook, but the edges are 
toothed the whole way, so that there is no escape for the 

prey- 

The colours of the bill and head of the male and female 
are much different. In the former it is of a fine red, especially 
in the spring, the head and crest black, with a white collar 
about the neck. In the female, the bill is dusky above and red 
below ; the head and neck brown inclining to red ; the ring 
not so well defined ; the whole body is much browner ; the 
marks on the wings are the same, only fainter in the female^ 
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Gen. CAar^^-Bill strong, broad, flat, or depressed, and commonly furnished at the 
end with a nail, edges marked with sharp lamellae ; nostrils small, oval ; tongue 
broad, edged near the base, fringed ; feet, middle toe longest. 

Species 1. — The Wild Swan. 

Wild Swan, Elk, or Hooper, WiL Om. 356. RaH Syn. Jv. 136. Anas Cyg- 

Qus ferus, 194. Brit. Zool. 440. Sib. Scot. 2). 

The Wild Swan is found at all seasons in Orkney ; a few 
pairs build in the holms of the loch of Stenness. Here, in 
that fine piece of water, — 



- The stately sailing swan 



Gives out lis snowy plumage to the gale; 
And arching proud his neck, with oary feet. 
Bears forwards fierce. 

But, alas for the taste of our Orcadians ! he cannot 



Guard his osier isle. 



Protective of his young. 

But the few that build here never increase; are always rob- 
bed by the country people. These, however, are nothing to 
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the flocks that visit us in October from the northern climates, 
their summer retreats. Part of these continue with us all 
mnter, and the rest go to Caithness and the other northern 
shires of Scotland ; in April they go off again to the north- 
ward, except* as 1 said before* the few which remain here for 
the summer. 

When the swans go soon away, our country people expect 
a forward season ; but when they fly south in the spring, fear 
the worst. 

Like the wild geeese, these birds fly in the fashion of a 
wedge, making a fine melodious clang, which has perfiaps fur- 
nished one occasion to give a musical voice to this bird. 



Species 2. — The Goose. 



Tame Goose, Common Wild Goose, IVil. Om. 358, sp. 1, 2. Rait Syn. Av, 
1 36, <f>. 3, 4. Anu Auer, A . fenu 0, domeilicus, Lin. Syt. 197. Brit. Zool. 
447. Brit. Zcol. Illut. tab. M. 



The Wild Goose is very seldom seen here, pays us no re- 
gular visits ; I have heard, however, an instance or two of ft 
male joining itself lo a tiock of tame geese, and continuing 
with them the whole season. 

Tame geese in Orkney are bred in vast quantities ; not so 
much as the smallest farmer but has his flock of these ; they 
are part of the rents of the farms, and strictly exacted ; when 
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sold to the merchant fetch aboul eightpence or tenpence, sel- 
dom above the last price. 

When cured many of them ai-e sent to the Leith market, 
where they sell tolerably well ; but the feathers of geese make 
a very considerable article in our Orkney exports: these are 
sold at about teupence or a shilling per pomid, and the de- 
mand is still great for them. We have not here got into the 
method of plucking our geese till they are kiNed, which is 
ilk November, when there is a general slaughter of the birds 
of the same year, and none kept but a few for Christmas, and 
the brood geese for next season. 



Species 3. — The Beniacle. 



wle or Clakis, fVil. Om. Rnti 5yn. Jv. 137. Sib. Scot. «1. 
ZooLm. Aoas Erylhropus, (mas), Lin, Si/s. IQ7. 



Brit. 



The Bemacle sometimes appears here in flocks in spring, 
I suppose in their way to the north country ; for any thing. I 
can learn, do not build here, and but touch here by chance. I 
met with a skin of one of those which was killed out of a Qock 
which had hovered here a while in their passage. The bill was 
short and black, with oblong nostrils ; Uie head small ; the 
neck long and slender; the face and cheeks white; the rest 
of the head, the throat, and breast, as also the back, a good 
black ; the root of the tail white ; the tail black ; tlie wings 
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were a sort of deep ash-colour, barred with white and black; 
the feet were black. 

This is the bird which the ancients imagined to be bred 
from a shell-fish, the absurdity of which is some time ago found 
out, — ^that the fish continues as it was formed, and the bird 
no doubt is produced according to the ordinary methods of 
generation. The shell was the Lepas anatifera, Lin. Sys. 668. 
These shells are sometimes drove in here, adhering tq pieces 
of wood, or tangles, in thousands. 



Species 4. — The Brent Goose. 

Wil. Om. 360. Rati Syn. 137. Ants Bernicla^ Xm. i^. 198. Brit. Zool. 

452. Ore. Horra Goose ? 

I HAVE seen a flock of half a dozen of these in Hoy Sound 
in winter, which is the only season they appear in Orkney. 

I have often been informed, but never could obtain a spe- 
cimen, of a bird of the goose-kind which appears m Deer 
Sound in the fall, and goes o£f in spring, and, by the general 
description, I imagine to be this species. 

The name in Deemess is Horra Goose, and is described as 
a large gray bird, with a black head and hoarse cry. 
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Species 5. — The Eider Duck. 

WomiiuB's Eider or Soft-feathered Duck, the Cutlibert Duck, fVil. Om. 36i. 
Rati Syit. Av. J4I. Eider Anas, Sib. Scot. 21. The Coik, Marl. Wett. 
lala, 25. Coles, Buch. Hist. Scot. lib. 1. Anas molliuioia, Lin.S^s. i9S. 
Brit. Zool. 454. Ore. • Duntei^oosc. Pen. Tour. 37. tab. 1 . 



These birds in winter frequent out sounds and bays in large 
flocks, botli of males and females, but for the most part go 
off in the spring. A few pairs build in a holm belonging to 
Trail of Holland, in the north isles, constructing their nests 
of sea-tang and the down of their own breasts. 

This is a very beautiful bird, especially the male, the bill 
of which is black, as is the forehead, and a broad black bar 
from the bill to the eyes, which passes to the hind part of the 
head ; the crown of the head, the cheeks, the neck, back, 
scapulars, and coverts of the wings aie white ; this is finely va- 
riegated by the lower part of the breast, the belly, the tail, 
and quill feathers, which are a. full black. The female has 
none of these colours ; she is of a uniform brown, barred with 
black ; the quills black ; the belly a deep brown ; the tail 
dusky. 

These ducks in spring swim in flocks, and nothing can be 
more pleasant in a fine day than to see two or three dozen of 
them saihng by ; the lively black and white of the males, in- 
termixed with the darker colours of the females, contributes 
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much to diversify the scene ; ihey are very thick of feathers, 
which makes them sit high on the water, and much adds to 
their appearance. 

We have not so many of them with us in the breeding sea- 
son as to make any thing of the down. 



Species 6.— The Tiifled Duck. 



iVU. Om. 30^. Rait S^i. Av. 142. Anai fiiligula, Xm. Syi. 207. Brit. 
Zool. 428. 



This duck is often forced against its will to pay us a visit ; 
does not build here that I can learn ; only comes in slomiy 
weather, and goes off again when it is calm. 

The head is a shining black, with a hanging crest of the 
same colour ; the back and whole body, except the belly and 
a spot on each wing, is black. 

The female has no observable cresl, and is much browner 
than liie male. While here they ai'e close companions, nerer 
part, but come and go together. 

Several other birds of this kind may perhaps pay us transient 
visits, but they are often so short, irregular, and to such dis- 
tant pans of the couutry, that there is no getting any account 
of ihem ; and oft-times many curious birds are caught by such 
as have no curiosity, further than to try what tuste they have, 
and of consequeuce they arc altogether lost to the Faunist. 

The others of the duck-kind found about these islands are 
as follovs. 
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Species 7. — The Shieldrake. 

ShieliJrake or Burrougb Duck, JVtl. Orn. S63. Rati S^n. Av, 140. ^uas 
Tadorna, Lin. Syj. 195. Btit. Zool. 46l. Ore. Slj'goose. 



This is the most beautiful of the genus which is found in 
these isles. The bill of a male is a fine red, very much crook- 
ed and turned up, the base has a large soft knob, which swells 
much in spring, and is then of a brighter red than at other 
seasons of the year ; the head is a fine deep green, below which 
is a white collar ; the breast and shoulders are surrounded by 
a band of bay ; the back is white, with a black stripe on each 
side; the covert feathei's of the wings white; the first quill 
feathers are black, the next green, after which follow three of 
a deep bay ; the tail white, lipped with black ; the belly 
white, divided by a black stripe, which begins in the band of 
bay on the breast, and running between the thighs, ends about 
the vent ; the legs a pale flesh colour. 

The slygoose comes to us in the spring, and builds in holes 
of the earth, commonly in rabbit holes, and retires when 
breeding-time is over. They may easily be tamed ; I have 
seen a flock of them up at a gentleaian's house, where they 
ran about the doors with other fowls. They seemed to be 
weakly and delicate in their tame state, could make no shirt 
for themselves, but must be fed by the hand. 'The winter 
seems not to be easily borne by these birds, and they retire no 
doubt to warmer climates. 
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Species 8.— TAf MaOard. 



Common WiM Duck and Mallaid, Common Tame Duck, Wil. On. 371, 380- 
Kali Syn. Av. 145, 150. Ana« Boschas, A. domesticB. lAn.Syi. 205. 
Brit. Zool. 46«. Brit. Zoo/. lUiu. tub. 24. Ore. Slock Duck. 



Wild Ducks build in great numbers through thecountry, 
in the marshes, meadows, and holms ; but this is nothing to 
the flocks of them that migrate hither in winter, aud perfectly 
cover our lochs and bays. These make this their retreat liU 
ibe return of spring drives them off from us. We liave no 
way of catcliiug these but by the gun and water-spaniel, and 
they are generally so wild there is no such thing as coming 
near them. Tlie great resort of ducks is to the loch of Sten- 
ness, and others through the mainland and isles ; and, when 
these are frozen, the sea ; in these places they may be seen 
in winter in surprising numbers, and upon the report of a gun 
rise like clouds. 

Sometimes the wild duck's eggs are hatched under a ben, 
and thus tamed, but for a long time retain the marks of their 
wild ancestors, falling off from them by degrees, by mixing 
with those which are still farther removed from their wild state. 
Ducks sell here for sixpence a-piece. 



I%e Pintail Duck:\ 
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Species 9.— TAc PitUaU Duck. 

Sea Pheasant or Cracker, fVil. Om. 376. Rati Syn. Av. 147. Anas acuta, 
Xin. 5v«. 20^. Brit. Zool. 368. Ore. Caloo, or Coal and Candle Ugbt 
(from ite cry.) 



This Duck is to be found very frequently iu the sound of 
Hoy, though only in winter ; it withdraws from us in spring. 
I never had an opportunity to examine this species very near> 
^erefore must give the description from the British Zoology. 

" The form is slender ; the neck long and small ; weight 
" twenty-four ounces ; length twenty-eight inches ; breadth 
" one yard two inches ; the bill black in the middle, blue on 
** the sides ; the head ferrugineous, tinged behind the ears 
** with purple ; from beneath the ears commeDces a white 
** line, which runs some space down the neck ; this line is 
" bounded by black ; the hind part of the neck, the back 
" and sides are elegantly marked with white and dusky waved 
" lines ; the fore part of the neck and belly white ; the sca- 
" pulars striped with black and white ; tlie coverts of the 
" wings ash-coloured, the lowest tipped with dull orange ; 
** the middle quill-feathers barred on their outmost webs with 
" green, black, and white ; the exterior featliers of the tail 
" are ash-coloured, the two middle black, and three inches 
" longer than the rest ; the feet of a lead colour." 

I met with a couple of these, but they were plucked and 
ready for the spit before I saw them, so that I could not exar 
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mine the feathers, but those who ate them said they tasted 
wild. They fly in pretty large flocks, keeping much in the 
sea. 



Species 1 0. — The Swallaw-tailed Shkldrake. 

IVU. Om. 364. lUtii Syn. Av. 145. Anas glacialit, Iffi. S^. £03. Brit. 

ZooL 368. IF. pi. 86. 

This species is the constant inhabitant of our fresh water 
lakes through the winter. It comes in October in large flocks, 
and continues till April, when it disappears for the summer, 
retiring to the north. 

This species does not confine itself to the fresh waters. 
About sunset they may be seen in vast flocks going from or 
returning to the sea, where they frequently pass the night 
with a great nobe, which may be heard at a vast distance, 
especially in a still frosty night, when it may be heard some 
miles. 

These arc not so shy as the former species ; are pretty fre- 
quently shot, but not much admired for eating. 
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Species 11. — The Wigeon. 

Wigeon or Whewer, fVil. Om. 375. Rati Syn. Av. 146. Auas Penelope, Lin. 

Shfs. 202. Brit. Zool. 472. 

This species is found pretty frequent, but whether it con- 
tinues with us the whole year or not, I am uncertain. The 
colours of one I saw lately stuffed were as follow : The bill 
black at the point, the rest of it lead-coloured ; the crown of 
the head yellowish, the rest of it red, except a fine changeable 
spot which runs from the eyes ; the throat black ; the breast 
reddish ; the back and about the wings finely striped and 
chequered, with narrow waves of black and white ; the belly 
white ; the wings, with dusky quills, a green speculum, and 
pretty large white spots on them ; the covert feathers edged 
with white ; the legs blackish. 

This bird was shot in the loch of Skail, on the mainland, 
where vast numbers and variety of the duck-kind come in 
winter and stay till spring. They live on the eels, which are 
the only fish the loch afibrds, and the larvae of the ephemera, 
which is to be found in it in vast quantities, and affords them 
an excellent repast ; as also no doubt on the pond weeds 
which abound in this loch 
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Speciei H.-^The Garganey. 

Wil. Om. 377* Querquedula primt Aldrovan. HaHSjfn. Avi 148. Anas Qf&»m 
quedula, lin. Sy$. «03. Brii. Zool. 474. Brii. Zool. lUus. 91. fig. \. 

This species is often found in our lochs ia winter, as like- 
wise in stormy weather in the sea : I have seen it in stormy 
frosty times on the bay of Birsa. Whether it stays with us 
through the year am uncertain, rather think not. 

It is seen in the loch of Stenness,and the road called Ken^ 
ton Bay, in vast numbers, but very shy, insomuch that I never 
could procure a single specimen. 



Species 13.— TAe Ted. 

Wil. Om. 377. Rati S^. Av. 147. Anas Crecca, lin. Sy$. £04. JB^. 

Zool. 475. 

A BEAUTIFUL male Teal which I received from the loch 
of Stenness weighed thirteen ounces ten drachms ; the length 
fifteen inches ; the breadth twenty-seven ; the biU was blackt 
with a small nail ; the head bay, with a band of green run* 
ning to the back of the head, parted from the bay on the lower 
side by a very narrow white line ; the throat and upper part 
of the neck bay ; the back finely chequered with waving 
lines of black and white ; the breast most curiously spot- 
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ted with black, each feather having a spot ; the belly a dull 
white; the tail pointed, white underneath ; the vent black; 
the wings Iiad tiie quills dusky, with green specula ; the legs 
and teet dusky. 

The teal continues with us the whole year ; builds in the 
marshes and wet places, often in rush bushes. 

Besides this, I have seen another bird of the teal-kind here 
called Attenl *. It is tbund in our lochs in great numbers in 
winter ; is very small, brown or dusky above, and a yeUowish 
belly ; but I have not been able to procure specimens of it, 
so us to distinguish it properly. 



Species 4.-3^ Goidai-E^e. 

Wil. Orn. S€8. Raii Sifn. Av. 143. Anas clatigula, Lin. S^s. 201. Bnt. Zool. 
460. 



Seen only with us in winter, when we observe them in 

flocks of a do:<en ; easily distinguished irom all the duck-kind 
by die wliite spot at each comer of the bill ; the female less 
than the male; ufteuer found lurking in the sedges of fresh war- 
tors than in the sea, which she frequents mostly in frosts ; the 
male fouad mostly in the sea, where he is continually diving. 
The female is easily known from the male by the colour of 

* * In B storm (winter 1773-4), I met with a bird of the teal-kind, Dotbiog dif- 
f«i>D|; IB colour from the above desaiptioo, l>ut ojoly weigbiag aioe ouoces wid a 
hull, but wbetber ibis is the uule alteid am uncertaiu. 
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the head* which is brown ; the neck much more faintly mark- 
ed with the white ring ; the coverts dusky. 



GENUS XXXIV.—'THE PELECAN. 

Gen. Char. — Bill long and straight, the ead either hooked or slopit 

either tolall; wanting or small, and placed in afurrow that runs along the sides 
of the bill ; faced naked ; gullet naked, and capable of great distension ; toe>^ 
all four webbed. 

Species 1. — The Cormorant or Corvorani. 

The Cormorant, Wil. Om. 329. it4ti Syn. Jv. 122. Pelecanus Carbo, Lin. 
5y<. 216. Bril. Zwi. 476. On. Great Scarf. 



Tuis bird is very frequent both in salt and fresh water; 
continues with us the whole year, Uving on fish, of which it 
destroys vast numbers. 

The whole bird is black, except the throat and a tuft of 
feathers on the thighs ; the bill is large, dusky, and hooked ; 
the throat capable of opening very wide, and it can swallow a 
very large 6sh ; the tail consists of fourteen feathers, which is 
a character distinguishing it from the next ; the belly in some 
is a dusky white, in others darker. 

The corvorant seems to have but little other concern than 
how to eat enouglt : it is indeed surprising what quanlilies 
of fish it will gorge itseJ f with, and, when it has filled itself to 
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the throat, retires to some point where it sits till hunger com- 
pels it to the water again. A female corvorant weighs seven 
pounds and a half. 



Species 2. — The Shag. 

The Shag, called in the north of England the Crane, fVil. Om. 330. Corvus 
aquaticuB minor, Graculus palmipes dictus, Rait Syn. Av. 123. Pelecanus 
graculus, lAn. Syt. 817. Brit. Zool. 478. Brit. Zool. lUus. tab. 25. Ore. 
Scarf. 

The general appearance of this bird is the same with the 
former, only it is much less in every proportion, and this has 
but twelve feathers in the tail. The whole bird is black * ; the 
back has a greenish cast ; the belly dusky ; in females and 
young birds the whole body is of a dusky brownish black ; 
the legs are black. 

The manners, the haunts, and every part of the history of 
these two birds is the same, but the shags are much more nu- 
meix>us : I have observed sometimes five hundred in a flocks 
especially where they had fallen in among a school or shoal 
of small fish. 

They build hke the former in the rocks, making a large 
nest of tang, and lining with softer materiab ; lay firom four 



^* There is a variety in Orkney pretty frequent, with a white belly ; in other par- 
ticulars, as far as I can obsenre, not different from the former. A grown scarf 
areighs four pounds. 
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to six ^gs of a white colour ; fly a great tray for fish, espec^ 
ally while they are scarcest, that is, while the young fish are 
so small as to be unobserved by them. 

Our Hoy men and other rock-men tell us they sit in very 
large flocks on the rocks, and one keeps watch while the rest 
are asleep ; if they can catch the watcher ihey are sure of the 
whole, but if he gives warning they all throw themselves over 
the rock into the sea. The rock-men go in the night-time to the 
places where they firequent, and catch many of them as above. 



Species S. — The Gamtet, 



Soland Goose, WH. Ora. 328. Raii Syn. Jv. 122. Stb.Scol. 90. tab. 9. 
Mart. Dcic. JVeit. hies, 261. Pelecanui Bbsniiui, Lm. Syt. 817- JBWf. 
Zool. ♦79. Ptn. Tout. 16o, (ai.8. Ore. SoUn. 



Tu E Solan Goose breeds in none of the Orkney Isles, as fer 
as I can leam, but is very fr^uent in our bays, where great 
numbers of tliem may be seen fishing, after their manner, bv 
gelher. I have observed they dart briskest in windy we^ 
ther; perhaps the motion of the water disturbing the fish, makes 
ihcni appear better to this quick-eyed observer; however this 
is, the bird flies slowly along till it sees a fish, when it immedi- 
ately tlirows itself on its back, and darts at the fish. Whe- 
ther litis last particular of its throwing itself on its back has 
been before observed I know uot, but have myself observed 
it many and oft times. The nearest land to Orkney where 
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tbe solao goose breeds is a rock called the Stack of SkAkkecry^ 
where many hundreds breed ev^y year, as tibe seals do on 
tibe Skerry. Sometime ago a ship went from tUs place thi- 
tiier, and retm'ned with a gpeat quantity of young solans, the 
feathers of which were good, as they were not near so mly as 
those of the older sea-fowl ; the birds were eaten, but were 
very wild and fishy tasted, with a strong smell. 

In the air, or at a distance, the solan goose has much the 
appearance of very large gull, but may, to an attentive obser- 
ver, be distinguished by the following tokens : The neck is 
much longer ; the body more cyUndrical ; the wings placed 
farther back than in the gull-kind ; and the method of flying 
is much more equal than in that genus ; which is all that needs 
to be said of this bird, after the excellent description given 
of it in the British Zoology. 



ADDENDA. 



The Coot. 



WiU Om. SI9. RanSun. 1 16. Falica atra, lAn. Syt. 257. Brit. Zool.agt. ' 

Ore. Soydi. 

Th£ Cootb jfbund bereat all seasons, and in several places^ 
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particularly at Burwick in South Rooaldsha, and Aikemeas 
in Evie; builds in grassy lochs, amongst which it conceals it- 
self; lays a number of eggs, sometimes seven. It can fly, 
though something awkwardly ; swims with its head grovelliog 
in the water. 



The Turnttane. 

Turostone or Sea Dotterel, 9ViL Om. 311. Morinelliis mariouSi Raii S^m^ Jh* 
lift. TriDga MoriDelliifl, Lin. Syi. 249. Brit. Zool. 370. 

The bird described in the British Zoology under this name, 
is found in small flocks round the shores of Orkney, though 
only in winter. Migrates in spring, probably to the north- 
ward, as most others do which leave us in the summer. 



The Peregrine Falcon. 

Falco peregrinuB niger, JU. I. 259* Brit. Zool. 136, tab. 4. jd. 52. (tabula 

optima.) Ore. Falcon. 

This species found in all our head-lands and other inac- 
cessible rocks. It is the falcon or more noble species of hawk 
which was formerly so much coveted, and brought from Ork* 
ney . In the Burgh of Birsa I observe the dark-coloured kind 
of this species, so beautifully engraved in the additional vo- 
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lume of the British Zoology. It is likewise found in Mar* 
wick*head, Hoy, Walls, Copinsha, and elsewhere in Orkney; 
likewise in the Fair Isle and Foula ; as also in Lamhoga of Fet- 
lor, Fitful, and Sumburgh-Heads of Shetland. 

Never more than one pair of this species inhabit the same 
rock ; and when the young are fit, they are driven out to seek 
new habitations for themselves. The falcon^s nest, like the 
eaglets, is always in the very same spot, and continues so past 
memory of man. 
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CLASS III.-REPTILES. 



GENUS I.— THE FROG. 

Gfn. CAar^— Body naked; four legs, the feet divided ioto five toes; no tail. 

Species 1. — The Common Frog. 

Bana aquatica, Rail Syn. Quad. 447* Im. Stf$. 377* Brit. ZooL III. 3. 

Found in vast numbers in a small loch near Stromness, 
where they deposit their spawn in the spring, which soon be- 
comes a sort of fish-hke animalculi, making its way through 
the waters by the wriggUng motion of a membranous tail. 
The shape of it in its tadpole state is a flatted hemisphere, or 
rather ellipse, in one end of which is placed the mouth and 
eyes, and the other contains the tail. When the tadpoles have 
been some days in the water, the hind legs begin to appear 
on each side of the tail, which then begins to grow shorter ; 
these still appear plainer, till the thighs are excluded, and the 

u 
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body shrinks from its roundish figure, and the loins are form- 
ed. Tlie fore-feet are then thrust out by degrees, and the crea- 
ture having no more need of its tail it disappears, and the 
ne^ animal leaves its watery habitation for the land, to which, 
however, it is not so closely confined but it can visit its first 
abode. The tail of a tadpole makes an excellent object in 
the solar microscope, and serves much better for illustrating 
the long-disputed proposition concerning the circulation of 
the blood, than those cruel operations often performed upon 
the larger animals, with neither half the pleasure nor satisfac- 
tion, for here it is rendered as visible, and conveyed to us in 
as direct a manner as our senses can. 

The frog isso conmion an animal as to need no descriptioiif 
though not here very common in its frog state, owing, I sup- 
pose, to the vast numbers of tame geese and ducks reared 
here, which perhaps devour them. 



« ;-M ^ 



2.— Z%c Toad. 



Bttfo tireRobetra, Emi 1^. QimL £M. Ranm Bufo, Lim. S^ 354. Brii. 

Zod. III. 7. Sib.Scoi.lS. 



This species is often found in the evaotings in gardeos, 
crawling in search of food do doubt ; never leaps as the finog ; 
its appearance ugly, and in some measure tenifying. YITbere- 
ever it is to be fouiid,the same prepossession against it, all give 
it up to destruction, and oAcn practise the oiost wanton cmel- 
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ty over this poor creature, who is perhaps no further blame- 
able than in having but an ordinary outside ; — hard fate ! that 
its features should be its ruin ; but in this respect it is not sin- 
gular. It seems odd that mankind should take pleasure alike 
in destroying the most horrid and the most beautiful pieces of 
the creation. 

Mr Pennant, in his British Zoology, has been at great pains 
to vindicate this creature from the character it has long la^ 
boured under, of being poisonous, and With arguments and 
proofs has set this matter almost out of dispute, and, indeed, 
as he well observes, its unhappy deformity seems to be the 
only reason for suspecting harm from it. Of all the lugubrous 
stories I have iieard with regard to the toad, I never could 
get one fixed to time and place, or even persons, all of them 
hearsays ; and however unjust it is to be condemned upon 
hearsay, this seems to have been the fate of this animal. It 
is certain that, added to its deformity, nature has thrown 
it into a class of animals, many of whom are confessedly dan- 
gerous ; but these are all furnished with proper weapons of 
otfence, and the manner and reason of their doing harm is 
easily traced ; this, however, is not the case with the toad. 
I have not heard from any acquainted with dissections, that 
he is furnished with the fangs of the viper, or the pretended 
stings of other serpents ; it furnishes a meal for many other 
animals, who would be as ready to be affected by this sup- 
posed poison as man. In a word, we may consider this rep- 
tile as harmless, and aflirm there is no venomous creature above 
an insect in the Orkneys. 
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Whether there are any Lizards in the Orkneys I cannot 
say, rather think not ; and of the Serpent-kind happily not 
one. 

To follow the method Linnaeus has laid down in his System 
of Nature, the Cartilaginous Fishes ought to come in here, but 
these scarce can be called amphibious ; notwithstanding of 
their capacity of living in the water, they cannot subsist for 
any time at land ; nay, there are of these which are more pro- 
perly termed Fishes, can live much longer at land than any of 
these can : for example, eels, which have been observed to pass 
from pond to pond over the moist meadows, like as many ser- 
pents. Frogs are really amphibious, and can live both on land 
and water; Serpents are in some measure so, and can live some 
time in the water, — but these perish soon aflertheir being drawn 
ashore. To place then all the fishes together, w6 shall fol« 
low the method laid down in the English authors, rather than 
the Swedish,. in this particular. 
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CLASS IV.-FISHES. 



DIVISION I.—CETACEOUS. 



GENUS I.— CETACEOUS FISH. 

Gen. CAar.— Cetaceous fish, without teeth, with homy laminae in their mouths. 

Species 1. — The Common Whale. 

Balsena vulgaris edentula, dorso non piunato, Raii Syn. Pise. 6. Balseua, 
Roudelet. Wil. Icth. 351. Balaeua Mysticetus, Lin. Sys. 105. Balasna ma- 
jor, laminas corneas in superiore maxilla habens, fistula donata, bipinnis, 5i6« 
Phal Brit. Zool. 35. 

Nor undelighted by the boundless Spring 
Are the broad monsters of the foaming deep : 
From the deep ooze and gelid cavern rous'd, 
They flounce and tumble with unwieldy joy. 

Thamion. 

This vast animal has now, in a great measure^ taken its 
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}e&ve of our seas, forced lo the northward, I suppose, by the 
resort of shipping, which is now much greater than formerly. 
'J'licre liave been several instances of late years of their 
driving ashore on our coast, particularly one some years ago, 
which was thrown u(>on the island of Walls, measuring about 
forty feet long, but so much spent, by driving long at sea, 
that it gave no oil ; and how they managed the whalebone, or 
how it turned out, I know not. Other instances there have 
been where the capture has been more valuable, though per- 
haps not near so much so as it would have been, had the 
fish been got in time ; for I imagine those which come here 
are wounded ones from the Greenland seas, which drive all 
the way hither, arc half rotten, and their oil gone, before they 
arrive. In Scotland, the admiral of the district claims all fish 
of this kind above a certain measure. 



Species 3. — The Baund'Hpped Whale. 

Bil«n» tripinnia masillam ioferioTem rolundaiu, el superiore muUo Itliorem 
ben*, Sib. Phal. 78. Idem. Rait Syit. Pise. 16. Lin. Syt. lOG. 



Tmbse are seen tn our seas much more frequently than the 
others, especially about July and August, at which time the 
sounds and sea are ftiil of herring and mackerel, upon which 
they feed. I saw a very ordinary representation of a fish» 
which, about twenty years ago, had drove ashore in Hoy, and 
which seemed one of this kind by the situation and ntimber 
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of the 6ns, and the account I got of it did not contradict the 
opinion. The mouth was large, or, as they expressed it, so 
wide that a man might have entered it on horseback ; tlie 
hps very thick ; a fin on the back ; and whalebone in its 
mouth. The dimensions were forgot, but it was a very large 
fish. I sa'w one since in Flolta, fifty teet long. 

The length of this species is sometimes very great : One 
taken at Abercom Castle was seventy -eight feet long, the cir- 
cumference thirty-five ; the tongue fifteen feet and a half long ; 
mouth furnished with whalebone, three feel long ; the forehead 
furnished with two spout-holes of a pyramidal form. 

The eyes were thirteen feet from the end of the nose ; the 
pectoral fins ten feet long ; the back fin about three feet high, 
placed near the tail, which was eighteen feet broad ; belly full 
of folds. 



Species 3. — The Beaked W?tale. 

Bottle-head or Flounders-liead, Anglia. Brit. Zoo/. 43. Ore. Bottle-nose. 



BoTTLE-NosE Whales sometimcs Fuu ashorc in great num- 
bers with us, two hundred at a time, of different sizes, from 
eighteen to ten feet. I never had tJic good fortune to see 
these in such numbers, or on shore, as none of them have been 
got in Orkney these seven years. 1 haveoften observed (hem 
in small numbers otf the Black-Craig of Stromness, and with- 
in the sounds single fish. One was got some years ago near 
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Breakness, and another in Breabuster in Hoy ; the greatest 
numbers were wont to set into the harbour of Stromness and 
elsewhere, and were killed or run ashore by the country people. 
A good deal of oil was made of the fat, but I did not hear 
of any whalebone, and suppose, from the size of the fish, it 
would be of little value. 

I should imagine these whales to be migratory, as they ap- 
pear in some seasons in vast numbers in these seas, and great 
numbers are caught ; then, for many years, withdraw them^ 
selves altogether, so that scarce one is observed. Wh«^ 
they go 1 am unacc(uainted, but incline to think they make 
us no regular visits, like the porpoise, and others of these 
fishes. 



GENUS II.— CACHALOT, OR SPERMACETI 

WHALES. 



Gen. CAnr.— ^Cetaceous fisb, with teeth in tfie lower jtw only. 

Species 1. — The Great^headed Cqchaht. 

Babena major in inferiore tantum maxilla dentata, dentibus arcualis fidciformibiii^ 
pinnam sive spinam in dorao habens^ Sib. PhaL SS. Redi Syn. Piic 16. 
Pbyteter micropa, Un.SyU. 107* Brit. Zool. 46. Ore. Spermaceti Whale. 

This kind of Whale is oflen drove ashore about the Ork- 
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neya, nay, and som^inies caught. One about fifty feet long 
was caught in Hoy Sound some years ago, from which was 
extracted a vast quantity of spemiaceti, as also another which 
drove ashore in Hoy. However, our people do not seeiu to 
understand the method of curing the spermaceti properly, 
as that got from the former was very much complained of by 
tlie merchant wlio bought it. The spermaceti is entirely con- 
tained in the vast head of the animal, and is got at by open- 
ing the skull and taking it out with buckets. It likewise af- 
forded a vast quantity of oil. All the kind seem to be very 
mischievom. 



Species 2. — The Round'headed Cachalot. 



Balena minor in inferiore maxilla tantum dentata sine spina aut pinna in dorso, 
Sib. Pkal 24. Rati Syn. Pise. 16. Plij-setcr Catodon, Xin. Sya. 107. 
Brit.Zool.i7. 



Sir Robert Sibbald tells us of a hundred and two of 
different sizes being thrown ashore in the harbour of Kerslon 
in Orkney (now called tlie harbour of Stromness). '* The 
" largest of these," says he, " was twenty and four feet long, 
" some eighteen, others fifteen, and the smallest twelve." 
His description is as follows : — ■ 

" The head was round ; the opening of tlie mouth small ; 
" toothed only in the lower jaw, and having in the upper 
** a number of holes, equalling, and for receiving the teeth of 
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'* the lower jaw ; the teeth were flat on the top, and stood 
" out only an half an inch without the gums." Sir Robert 
says these had no spout-hole, but Mr Pennant, with more ap- 
pearance of truth, thinks what Sir Robert took tor nostrils, 
hy being placed at the extremity of the nose, was that part 
which is peculiar to the whale-kind, and wanting in none, 
though differently placed in different subjects. 

This kind had two pectoral &ns, and a rough space on the 
back, but no fin or spine. Whether spermaceti wan found in 
this, Sir Robert was uncertain, but it is probable there was, 
as all the known whales of this genus which frequent the Bri- 
tish coasts, are found to yield more or less of this. 



Species 3. — The High^mned Cachalot. 

Balsna macrocepliala Iripiiinis, quu- in maiidibula iiifcriore denies habet minus 
inl]«xos el id plaaum dcsineiiteii, Stb. Phal. 43. Raii Syn. Piu. 1(). Brit. 
Zool. 47. Pbjgetcr Turiio, tin. St/s. 107. 



One of this species is recorded by Sir Robert Sibbald, 
which was thrown ashore on the Orkneys in 1687* This was 
a very large female. The spout-hole was placed in the front , 
the head, according to his description, was eight or nine feet 
high;toothedoulyinthe lower jaw; the teeth were slightly beat, 
much compressed on the sides, the point ratlier blunt thaa 
flat ; the bottom thin, having a very narrow but long oriBce, 
or slit, hollowed to the deptti of five inches and a quarter, in 
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a tootli the length of which was sevea inches three quarters ; 
the tooth was immersed in the jaw as far as that hollow. 

It had two pectoral fins, and a third situated on its back, 
which Sir Robert compares to the mizen-mast of a ship. 
The head was full of spermaceti of the best sort. 

See Plate III. Vol. 3. fig. 1. British Zoology, for a figure 
of the teeth of this species. 

Sir Robert Sibbald speaks of another vast fish of this kind, 
but seems not to be certain what species it was, because of 
the lame description he had of it. 



GENUS I//.— CETACEOUS FISH, WITH TEETH IN 
BOTH JAWS. 

Species 1. — The Porpexse. 

Porpeise.Wil. Icth. 3\. Ran St/n. Pitc. 13. Del phmus Phocwna, Lin. S^s. 108. 



In the summer season, in May especially, June, July, and 
August, pqrpesses swarm in our seas ; often seen in flocks of 
hundreds, making the whole sea foam again, while they pur- 
sue the lesser fishes, or the females are in season, which I 
think happens in May, as they are then most frolicksome, 
and make the greatest stir, keeping together in greater num- 
bers in that month than other times of the year. The por- 
pesse comes regularly into our sea when the colder montlis 
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are gone, and retires when they return, impatient, I suppose, 
of the cold of ojur winters ; but however diis is, not a porpesie 
is to be seen in these seas in the more rigorous season, though 
in sunmer we can scarce cross asomd without seeing two or 
three of them blowing round the boat 

Porpesses sometimes set into the small « bays in vast num- 
bers, and are inclosed and drove ashore by the people,- \wiia 
9xe always upon the' watch, and often make a good ideal -by 
the capture. They afe £it, and yield, for their bulk, m ^ood 
deal of oil. The people here tell us (with what truth 1 know 
not), that porpesses have so much of the nature of swine j that 
force one ashore, the rest will-every one follow, though there 
were a thousand in the flock. If this is the case, this is not 
Ae only thing in which these creatures agree in their natum; 
as is well known to those conversant in the study of nature : 
their method of life is in some respects the same* ; the con- 
formation of their parts something similar ; and a ** porpesse 
" has the warm blood and entrails of a hog-f-/' 

* Vide Brit Zool. tit. Porpesse. 

t Mjr )/>ckei )iK>teil bj Baker, Mic. p. 909* 
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Species 2. — The Grampits. 



Rilfeaa tniBor uUaque maxilla dentata, Si6. Phtti. 17. ^U- Icth. 40. Rail 
Syu. Pise. 15, Delpbinus Orca, Lin. Sifi. lOS. Brit. Zool. 54. 



These are found in great numbere on all llie coasts, espe- 
cially those of Shetland. They are seen at certain times in 
the mouth of Hoy Sound, and no doubt elsewhere round the 
country. 

They seem to be very frolicksome, jumping about and tum- 
bling at a strange rate, sometimes very high above water. 
All authors agree these are very voracious fishes ; Sir Robert 
Sibbald, in his Phalainologia, gives us many observations on 
their fierceness. He tells us the whales, these vast animals 
whose bulk and strength, one would imagine, would secure 
them from all attempts from the brutal creation, are not safe 
from this far from despicable enemy, who will fasten on them, 
and make them roar like baited bulls. He observes, that they 
may be the occasion of so many whales being thrown ashore ; 
that, flying from their avowed enemy, they run themselves un- 
awares into the shallows, or kill themselves ou the rocks. 

The length of this species is various, being from fifteen to 
twenty-five feet, very thick in proportion, one of eighteen 
feet, as Mr Pennant tells us, being in the thickest place ten 
feet in diameter. 

The nose is flat, and turns up at the end ; there are thirty 
teeth in each jaw ; those before are blunt, round, and slender. 
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the farthest sharp and thick ; between each is a space adapt- 
ed to receive the teeth of the opposite jaw, when the mouth 
is closed. 

The spout-hole is in the top of the neck. In respect to the 
number and site of the fins» it agrees with the dolphin, which 
has a high triangular back-fin, placed rather nearer the tail 
than the head, and the pectoral fins low. 

The colour of the back is black, but on each should^ k a 
large white spot ; the sides marbled with black and white ; 
the belly of a snowy whiteness. Sir Robert describes others 
that were black, except the belly, and a spot on each shoul- 
der ; so that it is probable the colour alters in different sub- 
jects, or in age, sex, or other accident. 
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DIVISION II.— CARTILAGINOUS FISHES. 



Amphibit OBnteSy— -Lin. Syn. 



General CHARACTBRs.-*IiisteMl of bones tU these are furnished with carti* 
lagesi whence the name ; they breathe through a set of apertures^ differently 
constructed from the gills of fishes^ properly so called. In their parts and 
methods of generation they differ; maribus pene duplici instructis; many of 
them a)'e viviparous, being excluded from an egg, as in the sharks and rays. 
The whole general appearance (especially in the sharks and some others), is 
hungry and foibidding^ which at once distinguishes them from the other fishes. 



GBIWS IF.— THE SKATE, OR RAY. 

Gen. CAor.— Body broad, flat, and thin ; five apertures on each side, placed be- 
neath ; mouth situated quite below. 



• With Sharp Teeth. 



Species 1. — The Skate. 



The Skate or Flaire, Wil. Icth. 69. JRait Sj/n. Pise. 25. Raia Batis, Lin. Sy$. 

395. Brit. Zool. 62. Sib. Scot. 24. 



Skates of all sizes are caught at the fishermen's hooks 
round these islands, from the breadth of an eating* plate to 
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several feet The colour of the back is a brown, shaded with 
clouds of a darker colour : llie lower side is white, and spot- 
ted with black ; in some there arc lines running, as it were, 
under the skin, and appearing through it, ending in a black 
spot ; the tail has two fins, and pretty numerous spines, though 
not so many as in the thornback, or some others of the ge- 
nus ; the jaws are quite filled with sharp-pointed teeth, the 
roots of which are very thick, fastened in a sort of muscular 
skin, which covers the whole lips. 

The young, or, as the fishemien call them, the maiden skates, 
are very good eating, but when they grow large are coarse, 
and very ordinary, yel none are thrown away, but the largest 
are dried and eaten by the country people and poorer sort. 
Large skates are sold for six, eight, or tenpence a-piece, or ac- 
cording to their bulk. 



Species 2. — -Tke Sharp^osed Rat/. 

WU. Icth. 71. Raii Syn. JPisc. SS. lUia oxyrinchui, Lin. Syu 3!j5. 
ZoqI. III. 64. 



I HAVR seen a specimen of this fish in the Orkneys, taken 
by our fishermen, agreeing with the description of it given by 
natural historians. Those I saw were very large and much 
spotted ; the nose longer and much sharper than that of the 
common skate, and the belly whiter. 

Rays of all shapes snd dimensions are here called Skates, 
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or thomback skates^ onlj the young of all are called maid-* 
ens. 



♦ ♦ With Blunt Teeth. 

Species 3. — The Thomback. 

ThorntNick^ WiL Icth. 74. Haii Sifn. Pise. 26. Raia clavata, Lt/i, Sifs. 397. 

Brit. Zool. 69. Raia, the Thomback, Sib.ScoL .S. 

Among the most ordinary captures of our Orkney fisher- 
men ; has its name from the many rows of thorns, or spurs, 
oaits back and tail. It is so common that every one knows 
it ; while not too big is fine eating ; but all the rays as they 
increase in bulk, turn very coarse and strong food, some of 
the largest httle better than horse. Skates of all kinds are 
taken on the ordinary fishing-grounds round the Orkneys, 
but, hke other flat fish, are most frequently met with in the 
eddies of the tides, or where two tides meet ; es[>ecially when 
the tides run strong, they are obliged to withdraw to these 
calmer spots, their shape hindering them to sustain themselves 
against the force of the current. 

I imagine the thorns on all these creatures increase both in 
number and bulk as they grow old ; for in a young thomback 
there are but few large spines, but the rudiments of more may 
be seen about to su cceed ; and whether there is any order in 
the spines of the back and breast I know not, as those I have 
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examined dififered in many particulats, even in fish of .the 
same size. 



GENUS F.— THE SHARK KIND. 

Gm. CAar,«— -Slender body, growing less towards the ttil ; two fins on the back ; 
rough skin ; five apertures on the sides of the neck ; mouth generally placed 
far beneath the end of the nose ; the upper part of the tail longer than the 
lower. 

• Without the Anal Fm. 

Species l.^The Piked Dog-Fish. 

Galeus acantheus sive spinax, Wil. Icth. 56. The Piked- Dog or Hound-Fisb, 
Rati Syn. Pise. 2 1 . Squalus acanthias, lAn. Sys. 397. Sib. Scot. 23. Brii. 
ZooL n. Ore. Hoe. 

The Piked Dog-Fish, in its rambles through the seas for 
prey, often continues a short time on our coasts, and drives 
off every thing else. It is a gregarious fish, and sometimes 
comes in* such shoals that the sea is covered, and our fisher* 
men load their boats to the water's edge. They are very va- 
luable to the captors; the fish is dried and eaten, and the liver 
yields a great deal q( oil, fit for and used by all the country 
people in their lamps ; the skin is used to polish wood, as 
also the fins, and the garbage makes excellent manure. 
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The piked dog has his name from two sharp spines placed 
before his back fins, which are a sort of weapons of defence 
he can make good use of; when caught, he writhos himself 
around the fishermens hands, often, if they are not attentive, 
wounding them very severely, which, if it happen in a part 
near a joinl, is always dangerous and bad to heal, making the 
part swell, and look very red and fiery, and often endanger- 
ing a gangrene. Whether this proceeds from any vicious 
juices about these spines, or from the violent dilaceration of 
the parts, which may affect them otherwise than an ordinary 
cut, I am unacquainted, and must submit to those better ac- 
quainted with the nature of wounds : but however it is, our 
fishermen always fear these dreadful weapons, and when the 
fish is hooked and brought up, commonly catch it by the 
tail, and, with a smart jerk against the edge of the boat, dis- 
able it. 



• « With the Anal Fin. 



Species 2.— TAc Basking-^hark. 

Squalus maximus, Sq. dentibus caninis, pinna dorsali anteriore majore, Un, A/s. 
400. The Baakmg Shark, JSn^. j8oo/. 78. Ofc. Hoe-Mother. 



This is the most common species of the larger Sharks 
found in these seas. It is frequently seen in the harbour of 
Stromness, and other creeks of these isles, and in the open sea. 



172 



NATURAL HISTOKY 



IFitia. . 



Some time ago one was observed for a whole day in ttic 
harbour of Slrouiness, and in that lime went slowly rouud it 
several Limes, allowing the children to come close up to him 
in boats, without seeming in the least disturbed ; every 
now and then setting up his large back-fin, and some- 
times having great part of his buck above water. In this 
manner he proceedtd, without the least disturbance, till seve- 
ral boats were manned, and went after him with harpoons 
and lances. He allowed them to come close up with him, 
and two of them struck hun, when, indeed, lie made the wa- 
ter foam around liini, tumbling about with vast violence for 
a few minutes ; he then dropped (o the bottom, and they ima- 
gined he had been dead, and attempted to pull him asliore, 
ibr which purpose they got the assisumce of nine boats, with 
their crews, who, with united force and much struggling, rais- 
ed him up, and when he came up one of the people wound- 
ed him with a lance, lliis etl'ectually rousing him, set him 
a running, and, in spite of the eflorts of the whole people in 
tlie boats, about tbrly in number, he dragged the whole at\er 
him, till the harpoons cemie out of iiim, and he was given over 
for lost. In a little time he appeared again, and notwith- 
standing of what he had met witii before, suffered himself 
again to be wounded with thiee harpoons; one of wliieh near 
his breast-hns. ■ This set him again a tumbling and beating 
the waves, driving the boats about liini with his tail like as 
many eliips ; but at last, repeating the eflbrts, and piercing 
him with many wuuiult»p he was dragged ashore, and quile 

killed. i ttUtrr"<A»^\t'ri ^ ^n,Ki- 
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The length of ihis fish was 23 feet, from tlie nose to the point 
of the taii ; the girth round the belly about sixteen ; the snout 
short, being about a foot over the mouth, bhiut and pierced 
full of small holes ; the mouth large, not shaped like Uie dog- 
fish kind, but liker those of the fishes, i. e. with two extended 
jaws; the eye was small, placed within about two inches of 
the rictus of the mouth, in the upper lip ; the teeth small, in 
five or six rows, were all so loose that they might be moved 
with a finger ; there were five large openings, reaching from 
the neck to the throat, ans%vering to the gills of other fishes; 
within the mouth might be seen the gills, fringed with a sort of 
small bristles approaching the nature of whalebone ; the first 
back-fin very large, being about four teet high ; the next less, 
being something more than a foot ; the taii was four feet long, 
and six feet between the tips, which were equal iu length, 
only the upper was something broader and bhinter than the 
lower, and not so as in most sharks, with the upper half 
longest ; the pectoral fins were near four feet long ; the ven- 
tral two and a half, with two genitals three feet long each ; 
the anal fin was fifteen inches high ; these fins all shaped like 
others of the shark-kind, having a long and sharp process 
next the body. The stomach was full of a red stuff, like bruis- 
ed crabs, or the roe of the sea-urchin, but no fragments offish 
could 1 find in it ; and, indeed, both its appearance, manner, 
and weapons, do not indicate it to be a ravenous fish. When 
the Uver was taken out it loaded a small boat, and contained 
something more than six barrels of oil ; this being a male, 
did not give so much as a female would. 1 was told of one 
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ot'ihe same kind, caugl»l in a neighbouring island (by throw- 
ing the running noose of a rope over die pectoral fins, and 
playing it), which measured twenty-eight teet, out of the 
hver of wliich they had twelve barrels. 

The flesh looked partly like beef and partly like turbot ; il 
was cut in pieces, and much of it eaten by the poor people. 
The colour of the whole fish was black, something hghler 
and inclining to dusky while on the belly. 

Some of the sea-faring people called it Sun-fish, others 
Carfin ; in Orkney it is called Hoe-Mother, or Homer, i. e. 
tlie mother of the dog-fish. 

I suppose it is the same with what is described in the Bri- 
tish Zoology under the title of Basking-Shark, though it is 
there placed in the division of sharks without the anal fin; 
however, Mr Pennant tells us in the appendix, p. 34.2, this 
might have been overlooked. The above had it as described,' 
which has induced me to remove it from that section of sharks, 
and place it at the head of those which frequent our seas, and 
have the anal fiu. 



V- Species 3.— T/«! mUc Shark 

Whhe Shark, IVil. lelh. 47. Haii S^. PUc. IB. Squalui Carcharias, Ltn. 
S^. 400. Sib. Scot. 23. Brit. Zooi. 62. 



'It never came in my way to see or examine this fish, but 
am credibly informed it is found in the seas rouod these isles. 
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and instances have been given me of its being drove ashore 
here. The most dreadl'til of all the shark-kind ; its mouth arm- 
ed with terrible teeth, and these in vast numbers, so that no- 
thing can escape it which is so unhappy as come witliin their 
grasp. 

When these fall in with our fishermen's lines they make 
vast havock among them, by devouring the fish ; and if they 
happen to be caught on a hook, by twisting the^lines to pieces, 
or sometimes pulling them away with them. In a word, it is 
a most destructive fish wherever it comes, but happily is but 
seldom seen on our coasts. 



hi ii;tno(tiSpecies 4. — The Lesser Vog-FUk. 

Lesser Rough Houiid or Morgay, Rati S^n. Pise. 82. Wit. Icth, 64. Squu- 
Iu3 Catulus, Lin.Si/s, 400. Ore. Daw-FiBfa, Brit. Zooi. 90. 



This species is caught in small quanlilies on our coasts. 
Like all others of the genus they seem to be migratory, but 
stay longest with us of any of them, insomuch that, through 
the whole summer, single fish may be caught with us. This 
species is little valued either for eating or for oil, so that the 
fishermen seldom give themselves much trouble about them. 

All the dog-fish bring forth their young alive, or at least 
the greater part of them, some bringing more, others fewer at a 
time : I have of these, cut out of the belhes of the dams, with 
the egg still liauging at them. This was in July, which makes 
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me think they bring forth pretty late in the year^ as these 
not seem near ready to be excluded ; those I saw were of the 
piked dog. Others cast their purses, called here Crow-puiw 
ses, in which I suppose their young are included ; but with the 
generation of these I am not so well acquainted^ having ex- 
amined several of them, and found nothing like the rudiment^ 
and only full of a sort of milk. 



GENUS FI.— THE STURGEON. 



Gen. CAor.— One narrow aperture on each side ; the mouth placed far below, 
tubuIaTi and without teeth ; the body long, and often angular. 

Species 1. — The Sturgwiu 

* 

Sturgeon, Wil. Icth. £39* RaiiSkfn. Piu. 112. Accipenaer Sturio, Lin* S^ 
403. Brii.Zool.96. Brit. Zool. Illut. 74. tab. S9. Sib. Scot. %5. 

The Sturgeon has a place here upon the authority of Mr 
Wallace and others, who say they are drove ashore upon our 
rocks. I never saw any of these, but heard of one which 
came ashore in one of the north isles of Orkney some time 
ago. Upon the whole, I believe it is but a stray fish of this 
kind that is ever seen in the Orkneys. 
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6EKVS rir — THE rUMP-FlSH. 

Gen.Ckar. — ^l^ick bo&y ; arched back ^ ventral 6ns unit^ ; foar branchioste* 
gtJus rtys. 

Species 1. — The Lump-Fish. 



Lump or Sea-Owl ; Scotiit, Oflck-Paddle, Wit. Icfh. 208. Rmi Sytt. Pm, 
77- Cycloplerus Lumpus, Lin. Sgi~ 414. Lumpiis Anglorun), iiostmtibus 
the Cock-Paddle, Sib. Scot. 24. Brit. Zool. 103. Brit. Zool. Ilius. 28, tab. 
'id, fig. hi- Orc.Padle. 

The Padle, as it is here called, is very frequent in our 
harbours, especially on the sand-banks, where 1 have seen half 
B dozen drawn asbore in a net at once, but nev^r of any gteat 
bulk. It 13 an oddly-shaped creature ; the back rises Into A 
sort of hunch, on which is a part something resembling thk 
comb of a cock ; the side of the belly and sides have Po** 
of hard tubercles, running along Ihem towards the tail ; the 
whole skin is rough, and the colour of those found in our 
harbour is black on the back, and greehish on the belly i 
whether they change colour as they increase in bulk, I knoW 
dot 

The moBt curious part of this curibus fish is a holloW under 
the pectoral fins, by which it adheres with great firmness W 
the stones, or any thing else where it can fix itself, so that 
when once it is fixed there is no removing it» ahd the stone 
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may sooner be moved than it pulled away. This part, I 
imagine, acts much in the same manner as the circular piece 
of wet leather, which children use to run a string through the 
centre of", and clapping it on a stone, by the action of the air 
it is held with great force, so as to liii a very large stouc, and 
sustain it as long as the leather continues moist, and the out- 
ward air is excluded by its closely embracing the solid body. 



Species 2.— Tfte Sea-Snail. 



Liparis nOBtrai Dunelm. et Eborac. Sea-Soail, tVil. Icth. App. 17. Ran 8yn. 
Pise. 74. Cjcloptenu Liparie, Lin. Syi. 414. Bril. Zool. 105. Brit. 
Zool. lUus. 28, tab. i9,j!g- 3,4. 



TuE Sea-Snail is found under the stones round the shores 
of many places of Orkney, but no place more frequent than 
that at the point of the Ness of Stroraness, where they may 
be picked up in dozens. 

The colour is a tine pale brown, stripped with hnes of a dar- 
ker brown, wliich run in many dircx;tions, forming a vast vari- 
ety of labyrinthiform figures on its sides and back ; but these 
are only seen immediately on its being taken out of the Wf^ 
ter ; iu half an hour they all vanish, and with them the bemi- 
ly of the fish, owing to the quick decay of lis melting tex- 
ture. 

The head is large ; no teeth ; the pectoral fins unite under 
the throat, and under tbem is a sucker, something sioiilar to. 
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and serving the same purpose as that observed in the lump- 
fish ; the dorsal fin runs firom the hind part of the head to the 
tail ; the anal the same below ; the measure of those I have 
observed in these parts seldom exceeds four inches, though 
many of them are not so large* 



GENUS FIJI.— THE PIPE-FISH, OR SEA-NEEDLE. 



Gen. CAar.— Nose long and tubular ; no orifice to the gUk ; the breathing aper^ 
tures on the hind part of the head ; no ventral fins ; the body covered with a 
strong crust. 

Species !• — The Longer Pipe^Fish. 

Acus nostras cauda^serpentina. Sib. Scot. 24, tab. ^9, Jig* 3. Sjngnathus bar- 

barus, Lin. Sy8.4l7* Brit. Zool. i06, tab* ^fyi* ^* 



I HAVE had occasion to see great numbers of these fishes^ 
but all dry, therefore shall describe it from the British Zoo- 
logy, and Sir Robert Sibbald's Prodrom. Nat. Hist. Scotise, 
giving the measwement of the different parts from specimens 
in my own possession, as I never saw, nor had one so long 
or thick as described either by Mr Pennant or Sir Robert Sib* 
bald. The largest I ever saw on our coasts, measured, from 
the nose to the point of the tail, twelve inches ; to the eye 
half an inch ; to the b^;inning of the back-fin four inches ; 
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t^e back-fin, which was all it bad, one inch and three quar- 
ters long ; from the end of that fin to the point of the tail six 
inches ; the body about the thickness of a pretty large quill ; 
the nose was compressed sidewjse ; the end of Uie lower 
mandible turned up ; the aperture of the mouth very small. 

The irides were red ; behind each eye was a deep brown 
line. 

The body was angular, but the angles not very sharp, and 
not easily seen till tlie iish was dried; the belly was slightly 
carinated, and marked along the middle with a dusky line. 

The general colour of the fish was an olive brown ; the 
sides marked with bluish Unes, pointing fiom the back to the 
belly, which, in a dried fish, looked like the signs of so maay 
joints. Those in a fresh subject ceased beyond the vent ; all 
beyond that was spotted witli brown ; the dorsal fin was nar- 
row and thin, consisting of thirty-eight rays. 

The vent (in mine) was five inches from the nose ; the body 
to that was of an equal thickueis* but from thence tapered to 
a very small |roint, having no mark of a fin. 

i,t was covered with uufubers of augulai* crusts, finely radi- 
ated, from their ceutre ; but these do nut ap{>car so well m 
thifr as the uc^t species to be describedf 

Mr Peunapt, add^i Uiey are vivipafou», and hundfed* of, 
miRuU; young oi)^ had been forcqd out of uas o£ th^ui. 
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Species 2. — The Shorter 'Pipe-Fish. 

s seu secunda. Wit. Icth. 130. Raii Syn. Pise. 47. 
tlmg acus, Lin. Sys. 416. Brit. Zool. 108, tab. 6. 



This species is still more frequent than the former, and is 
found of many sizes, from six inches to tilleen and a half, 
from one of which last dimensions 1 shall give the following 
measures and description. 

The snout, from the nose to the eye, an inch and a half ; 
to the covers of the gills something more than two ; to the 
beginning of the back-fin six inches and a half; the back-fin 
two inches long ; from the end of it Lo the tail seven inches 
and. a half. 

The snout is pretty much like that of the former species ; 
the gills not open billow ^s in oiher tish, but on each side of 
the neck is an aperture pointing upwards ; the pectoral fios 
are placed, much as iji other fishes. 

The body, from the head lo the vent, is heptangular* from 
thence to the end of the back-fin hexangular ; from the end 
of Llie backrfin to that of the tail, quadrangular ; the fins are 
five in number, vi^. the two pectoral ; the single back-fin; 
the tail, which in tliis is finned, not, a$ in the last, pointed'; 
a very minute anal fin, consisting of a single ray (my speci? 
mens were all dry, so that I cannot be positive of the rays, but 
of the existence of the fin I am certain, as it was in them all), 
about an eighth of an inch long. 
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The whole ^dy is covered with strong crusts, prettily radi- 
ated from a centre ; the number of these, from the pectoral 
fin to the tail fin, sixty-five. 

The back of a large specimen was brown spotted, the belly 
whitish ; that of a smaller, light brown, the belly white. 



Species 3. — The Little Pipe-Fish. 



Acui Aristotelis congener pisciculus, pueris Cornubiensibus Sea Adder ; actu 
lumbriciformis, aut serpentinus, Wil. Icth, l60. Rait Syn. Pi$c, Syngna* 
thus ophidion, Ltn. Sy$. 417* Brit. ZooL lOg, tab. 6, fig. 3. 

This is the smallest of the genus, and found very frequent- 
ly under stones in the space between high and low water* 
mark ; liker the first than the second species, only the nose is 
shorter, and turns more up ; the fins are the same number in 
both, but the body of this is not covered with crusts, as in the 
former, but with a skin ; the colour of those I have seen was 
a deep oUve green. ' 



These needle fishes are of no use here ; they are never eaten, 
and the coat of mail wherewith they are covered hinders them 
from being made bait, for no fish will be ready to snap at a 
creature so well defended. 
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ADDENDUM. 



The Fishing-Frog. 



Brit. Zool. 93. 



This species is sometimes cast on shore at Foula) but no- 
where else (that I can hear) among these islands. 
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DIVISION III.— FISHES FtmmSHED WITH HARD 

BONES. 



These are divided into Apodal, Jugular, J^orocic, and Abdominal, yKhkhtmmei 

are taken from the waot^m* aitmtion of the belly-fins. 



1 . Apod^.-^Belly^Fini wmHng 



GENUS IX— THE EEL. 



Gen. CAar.— Body long, slender, and slippery ; nostrils tubular ; back, anal, and 
tail fins united ; aperture to the gills small, and placed behind the pectoral fins; 
ten branchiostegous rays. 

Species 1. — The Common Eel. 



The Eel, Wil. Pi$c. 109. Rati Syn. Pue. 37. Muraena Anguilla, lin. S^ 

426. Brit. Zool. III. 1 1 1. 



Eels are very commoo in all our lochs, bumsy and in the 
sea. They are found in many of our lochs, especially where 
no fish else are, and even in those whose efilux into the sea 
is over such precipices as to allow of no passage for any liv* 
ing thing, which puzzles many of our country sages to account 
for their getting there ; and indeed this is no easy task, if we 
do not consider the manners of the eel ; how difficult it is to 
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be retained in the claws, or even the stomachs, of birds which 
prey on it ; how tenacious of life il is, which makes it capable 
of being carried a great way without being the worse ; and if 
dropped, its abihty in this case to seek out a proper habita- 
tion for itself. 

The mind of man, once scl upon scrutinising an^' particu- 
lar, can ill bear to be baffled, but must solve it in some man- 
ner, though frequently false ; no wonder then there have been 
so many odd opinions, relative to the furnishing the remoter 
lakes with eels. Our rural philosophers, iu>t perhaps so at- 
tentive to every one of the eel's faculties, have found out a 
method of supplying all the lakes in the world witii eels, by a 
very easy expence: — nothing more than throwing into the wa- 
ter a few hairs of a stallion, and of which they tell us all these 
eels come, which are found in these inaccessible places. But 
ask reasons for thinking so, — all dumb ! 

Eels seldom are seen here of any great bulk ; two feet and 
a half is the largest I have seen, but few even of that size. 
At particular times of the year, they may be caught in hun- 
dreds in the harbour of Stromness, especially immediately be- 
fore the piers, — the receptacles of many a different animal, 
both land and sea. 

The flesh of eels is something strong, and the skin thick, 
and very tough. Our country people strip it off, and wear it 
about their ankles as a preservative against the cramp; with 
what justice it deserves that character I know not, or whether 
the effects are answerable to the expectation. 

Eels were long thought to want scales, but this is found to 
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be a mistake ; these, however, are not placed in the manner 
of those of the other fish, but are included in a common CO- 
verhig, or scarf-skin ; neither do they, hke others, fold over 
one another, but are placed close together, as nearly as possible, 
without folding. Let any man take a bit of eel's skin, and 
wipe the slime clean oflf, or, if dry, moisten it in a little wann 
water, and place it before a good microscope, when he will 
soon be convinced of this fish having scales, and these being 
placed in the manner foresaid. The structure of the scale 
too differs from those of all other fish I know; but the de- 
scription of this rather belongs to the writer on micrography 
than systematic ichthyology. I shall close this account of 
the eel, by observing, that it is very seldom eaten in the Ork- 
neys. 



Species 2. — The Conge?: 

Hie Corner or Conger-Eel, If'ii. Iclh. 3. RaiiSya. Puc. 37. Muneiia Con- 
ger, Lin. S.s. 420. Brit. Zoo/. 1 15. Sib. Scvt. 23. 



Tn E Conger is found very frequent in the sea round these 
isles ; some are caught at the fishermen's lines, but the otter 
is by far the most successful in kilhng congers. He brings 
them ashore, and eats but a very small part, leaving the rest for 
the next comer ; and where his haunts are known, the coim- 
try people are very careful every morning to search for the re- 
mains of the night, and are seldom disappointed, but find cod. 
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ling sometimes, but especially congers, which are oftener seen 
amongst the deep hollows of the rocks than farther to sea. 

They are never caught in such a quantity as would be 
worth while to cure, or send to a market ; and if they were, 
our people have no method of curing them. 

The largest conger I ever saw here measured about six feet, 
but probably there may be larger ones caught ; Mr Pennant 
records some that were got on the coast of England ten feet 
and a half long, and eighteen inches in circumference in the 
thickest part. 



GENUS X— THE WOLF-FISH. 



Gen. CAar.— Bluut bead; long body; one dorsal fin, reaching almost from bead 
to tail : fore-teetb conic, and larger ; grinders flat and round. 

Species I.— The Sea4Volf. 

Cat-Fisb, Sib. Scot. III. 25, tab. 16. Wolf-Fish, Sea- Wolf or Woof, WU.Icth. 
ISO. Ran Syn. Pise. 40. Anarhichas Lupus, Lin. Sy$. 420. Brii. ZooL 
1 19, tab. 7, vol. 3* Ore. Swine- Fisb. 

This very dreadful and ugly fish is often caught in our 
seasy and sometimes thrown ashore in storms. None of our 
fishermen love it, either hating the colour or the great teeth, 
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of which it can make good use, even when out of its own de- 
ment. 

The mouth of this fish is furnished with the most dreadful 
weapons of any in our seas ; the jaws with broad and strong 
grinders ; the fore-teeth long, conical, and sharp ; the roof of 
the mouth is not without its share of armour, and has many flat 
teeth in it, all excellently fitted tor bruising the hardest food. 

The fish is excellent eating ; however, none are very fond 
of it, and generally reject it. The Orkney name, Swine^fish^ 
is taken firom a sort of muscular motion in the nostrils of this 
fish, which our fishermen say resembles that in the nose of 
swine. 



GENUS XI-— THE LAUNCE. 



Gen. Char. — Head slender; body long and square ; upper lip doubled in ; dor- 
sal fin and anal reaching aknott t^ the lail ; seven branchiostegous rajs. 

Species I. — The Launce. 

Ammodytes Gesneri, fVil. Icth. 113. Sand-Eels or Launces, RaiiSyn. Puc. 
3S, 165. Ammodjtes Tobianus, Lin. Sys. 430. Sib. Scot 24. Ore. Sand* 
Eel. Brk.Zo^l.i^tab.S. 

This beautiful ^h is to be found in vast quantitiesy at paiw 
ticular times of the year, in the heaps of sand thrown up by 
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the tide, and in some pbces is taken up by a common com 
hook ; but here, though they are very frequent, are very little 
sought atler, which is the more surpribing, as no fish makes a 
better l)ait for the larger fishes, aud besides is excelleul eating. 

This fish is most excellently shaped for its way of life ; the 
head small, ami muzzle sharp, to pierce through the sand 
easily ; the body square and slender, so that there may be no 
obstruction fioni it; in a word, the whole shape is fitted to 
make way very quickly through the sand, to save itself from 
its many enemies, for few fish that take a bait but may be 
caught at a hook baited with sand-eel or herring. 

The colours of this fish are very bright ; the back in some 
blue, in others green ; the sides and belly of silver white; the 
skin so thin that the partings of the fish may be seen through 
it ; the side fine visible and straight. 

This fish makes a very fine dish, and when in roe, this taken 
out and fried is excellent. It seems sensible of its own excel- 
lency, and the many enemies it has to fear, for if at any lime 
it comes up out of the sand, it immediately, as if cuoscious 
of danger, hastes to hury itself again. Porpoises, cod-fish, 
mackerel, and many others, are continually hunting after it 
while the tide Js up, or in the deeper waters ; and the sea- 
birds are very careful watchers of it while the tide is low. 



We have another silver-coloured eel, found very frequent 
among the ware at low-water mark ; but as the shape differs 
from the fornier, 1 rather imagine it may be the youugof (he 
common ed, as tltey are never seen of this colour above two 
or three inches long, and of the liiickness of a crow quiJl, 
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almost quite transparent, the back-bone» heart, and other 
bovirels distinctly seen. This makes an excellent object ia the 
microscope, for viewing the circulation of the blood. 



2. Jugular. — The Ventral Fins before the Pectoral. 
GENUS XIL— COD-FISH KIND. 

Gen. CAiiTd— Head smooth; seven slender branchiostegoas rays; body oblow; 
scales deciduous ; all the fins covered with a common skin ; ventral fins slender 
and ending in a point ; teeth in the jaws, and in the palate a series of very mi- 
nute teeth, closely set together. 

* With three dorsal fins; the chin bearded. 

Species 1. — The Common Cod^Fish. 



Asellos major vulgaris, WiL Icih. \65. Cod-Ksh or Keeling, Raii Syn. PUe. 
55. Gadus Morhua, Lin. Si/9. 4d6. Brit. Zool. 137. On;. Cod or Cod- 
ling- 

The Cod-fish is so well known as to need no description ; 
is found in swarms on the banks all round these coasts, but 
very litde sought after. Of old this was not the case. In 
Walls, in Birsa, in Grasmsey, and many other places, men and 
boats were stationed, who made it their constant employment 
to catch fish for curing and sale ; merchants firom the south 
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had their factors, &c. here, and many fish were yearly made 
and transported from these isles, to the great advantage both 
of the seller and buyer. Now all is sunk is sunk in indolence 
and sloth, — with but faint hopes of our soon emerging from it. 

The cod-fish is very voracious ; devours every thing eatable; 
often shifts its ground, eitlier for cnnveniency of prey, or to 
shun the dog-fish, which often come in shoals, and sweep the 
ground of everything living. The cod is the most prohfic of 
any fish in these seas, and is commonly found high in roe in 
April, and a few in the beginning of May, at which time their 
quantity of roe is surprisingly large, and the eggs being very 
sraall, must give birth to an immense number of fry. 

Mr Lewenhoek's calculation of nine millions three hundred 
and eighty-four thousand eggs, though a surprising quantity, is, 
I dare say, much within truth, as to the spawn of these fish in 
general ; and yet, notwithstanding of the numerous myriads 
that must arise from these, we very seldom see many of the 
fry, so that I suppose their growth is sudden, and their place, 
til! arrived at some bulk, the deeper waters. 

Cod are found of very diiferent shapes and colours, and 
even the taste differs according to the place they feed in. 

They are often, when poor, tormented with a sort of worm, 
which insinuates itself into the flakes of the fish, and there 
lies in many folds ; but this is never seen in a cod while in 
season. 

The best places for the fishery of cod on these coasts, are the 
banks to the north-west of the Burgh ol Bii-siiy, the eddies in 
the Pightland Frith, round the east side of Orkney, in the Ger- 
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man Sea, and, io a few words, very few places on the northern 
coasts of Scotland, where a ship or boat can ride safely, but 
cod may be got in quantities, and these sizeable, besides 
other fish in plenty. 



Species 2. — The Haddock. 



Haddock, WiL Icih. 170. Rati iSyn. Pise. 55. Gados ^lefinus, Ltn. Sy$. 

435. Brit. Zool. 144. Sib. Scat. 23. 



This species is not so frequent on the coasts of Orkney as 
cod-fish, nor are they caught in any quantity ; they seem 
only to visit us by the bye, and to make no great stay. A few 
very fine ones are got in the west sea, but very seldom can 
they be got in seftson, owing to the stormy weather on our 
coasts in their time. A few are got in summer in Hoy-Sound, 
and through the other tide-ways of Orkney, especially the south- 
east comer of it ; but these are but small and poor. 

Perhaps, indeed, our fishermen have not the method of 
catching haddocks, which makes us imagine them scarcer than 
they really are. However this may be, very few hadocks are 
got in a year in the Orkneys. 
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• • Three Dorsal Fins ; Chin Beardless. 

Species 3. — The Coal-Fish. 

Cole-Fi»h septentrionalum Anglorum. Rawlin Pollack. Comubieiisium, WiV, Pise. 
168. Rail St/n. PUc. 54. Gadus carbonsrius, Lin. Si/s. 433. Brit. Ziiof. 
152. Brit. Zool. Itlas. 29, tab. 33. Sib. Scot 2a. Ore. * SeUi, Kuth or 
SiUiick, Pillock or Cuddiiif. 

As things are at present with us, this species is the trea- 
sure of the Orkneys ; while these are to be found, none else 
are regarded. 

The fry of the coal-fish appear first with us in May, but small 
quantities, and themselves very small. About August they 
begin to be taken with small rods in great numbers, but still 
this is nothing to the shoals that set in towards winter, when 
the sea begins to grow stormy ; then the harbour of Stroni- 
ness especially, and many other places, are quite filled with 
them, and thus they continue for ibe whole winter. About 
this time they measure from six to ten inches, and are very 
much esteemed ; all ranks and ages eat them under the name 
of Sillucks. About March, the shoal, or what is left of them, 
begin to retire to the deep, and grow very fast, insomuch 
thai, though perhaps not above eight or ten inches when they 



• Vide Sib. Scot. Illus. P. II. Lib. 3, p. 2&. In boreali Scotia plaga, tbe 
Sealh-Fish. 

t Vide Addend. Sib. Scot. p. 37. Cei. ad finem. 

Bb 



194 NATURAL UISTORV IFiiha, 

go out in March, yet in May, when another fishing of thera 
)>egins, under the name of kuths, they are fifteen ; still they 
are tolerable for eating, either fresh, as our Orkney folks eat 
them, roasted with the liver, or dry. A tew of the same shoa! 
are caught next year, when they are called Harbines, or two 
year old kuths, but they are now large and coarse, and 
not much sought after. Ailer tliis they grow to a vast bulk, 
and are then culled Seths ; but very tew of these are found 
liere, not jierhaps one in a seasou : they retire farther to sea, 
and are got iu some quantities on the coast of Shetland. 

In the winter-time, while the fry of this fish is in the haiw 
bours, it is common to s£^ five or six hundred people, of all 
ages, a-fishing them, with small angling rods of about six feet 
long, and a line a little longer ; but with this simple apparatus 
they kill vast numbers, none going away without us many 
as he inclines. The whole harbour is covered with boals^ and 
the piers with men, and all are supplied ; for from the surface 
to tlie bottom of the water it is crowded. 

It is very certain these fish are of vast service to Orkney, 
as things arc ; because children of a tew years old, thai can be 
of no other service, and old age that is past it, can all wield 
thcsilluckrod,and in a few hours kill as many asservea modc>< 
rale family for a day, and sell some, which is commonly done 
fitjm tliirty to sixty or more for a Imlfpenny. Yet, J say, 
though in our present circumstances these small fish are tlie most 
valuable we have, yet 1 know not if this is the case all things 
considered ; fur, in the first place, they encourage laziness ia 
our fisberpieo, who, when they arc to be found, never trouble 
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themselves to seek any thing better : nest, all other fisheries 
being neglected, the fish withdraw from our coasts, having 
nothing to detain them: for I am fully persuaded, that the 
more a fishing is followed, and the greater care taken to clean 
and throw overboard the garbage, the more fish will be drawn 
to the ground, and of consequence the fishery will be more 
valuable. But all these things are neglected ; and, instead of 
leaving children, and those who are not able to go further to 
sea, to fish at home for subsistence, bait, &c. whilst the abler 
men go to sea, all hands go to work in their boats, and de- 
stroy these fry in such quantities, that sometimes more spoil 
than are made use of. However, this is not to be remedied 
as things are, for there are many discouragements to hinder 
the fishermen from following a fishery of the larger kinds, 
such as a want of a proper method in conducting their fish- 
ing; — want of proper markets to bring their fish to, which 
cannot be sold, were they to get any quantity, to any pur- 
pose here; — want of ability to send them to market; — and 
want of ability to spare the price of them till they could be 
sent; — all which is obviated in their' small fishing, for what 
they can spare they have an immediate market for amongst 
their neighbours, which serves their present purpose better 
than labouring for cod and ling, which they must either keep, 
or sell below what is worth their trouble. From this short 
view we may see the state of fishing in Orkney ; we may see, 
at the same time, that, till some set of public-spirited gentle 
men, merchants, or other monied-meii, take into their hands, 
and draw our fishermen out of their present indolence, — en- 
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courage them to go to sea, — send their produce to market, 
and make them proper returns, — we must not hope to see fish- 
ing flourish in the Orkney's, which, from their situation, might 
be both valuable for the fish, and for an inexhaustible nur- 
sery for hardy and experienced seamen. 



Species 4^: — The Pollack. 

Anelliu Huitii^o-PolUchius, fViL Ictk. I67. Whiting Pollack, Rati Sipi. Pitc. 
53. Gadus Pollacliius, Lin. Si/i. 429. Ore. Lylit or L;-Fieh. 

These are not found so common as the others, yet are 
frequently caught close in with the shore, almost among the 
sea-ware, and in deep holes amongst the rocks. They seem 
to be a very froUcksome fish, as is observed by the natural his- 
torians*. I have been several times fishing theui, when they 
would keep a constant plashing on the water. They bile 
keenly, scarce allowing the hook to be in the water, before 
one or other jumps at it. 

They are belter for eating than the coal-fish ; but do not 
know whether they are ever dried or preserved otherwise, as 
the quantity caught is scarce worth curing. 

The general appearance of this fish is like die former, only 
the back, as it comes out of the water, is a most beautiful 
green, but it soon loses thai colour; the side line is nmch crook* 



' Vide Pen. Brit. Zool. 154. 
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ed in this, bending towards the back, whereas it is pretty 
straight in the former. The sides are yellow ; the belly white. 



. Species 5. — The Whiting. 

Assellos mollis major, seu aibus, fVil. Icth. 170. Whiting, Rati Syn. Pise. 55. 
Gadus Merlangusy Lin.Sy$. 438. Sib. Scot. 23. Brit, Zool. 155. 

I CANNOT deny this fish a place here, because I have seen 
it once or twice caught in these seas, but, for ought I can be 
informed, it is very infrequent. I suppose it can scarce bear 
the rough gusts of our winter seas, being a very delicate fish *. 
Mr Pennant tells it is found on the Dogger-Bank, which 
would make one imagine it would sometimes visit our shores. 
Mr Wallace takes notice of the whiting in his short catalogue 
of Orkney fishes, but does not say whether got in his time in 
quantities or not. 

4 

* When haddocks are caught in any quantity with us, whitings are got iu num- 
bers. 
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♦ • ♦ With only two Dorsal Fins. 

Species 6. — The Ling. 

Ling, JViL Icth. 175. Rail Syn. Pise. 56. Gadus Molva, Un.Stfs. 439. Brit. 

Zool. 160. Sib. Scot. 23. 

This, next to the coal and cod fish, is the most frequently 
found of any fish on the Orkney coasts ; but, like the cod-fish, 
the fishery is neglected. I have seen some inconclusive triak 
made of the fishing of these, when a number of good sizeable 
fish were got ; but this dropped away to nothing. Ling-livers 
are valuable for the oil, and are sometimes eaten, though 
not always without danger, say our country people, which is 
most apparent when the liver is discoloured, or the fish out of 
season. Ling-fish are caught upon what our people call ^reat 
lines, or a line with several hundred hooks, placed at certain 
distances through the whole length of it, and these are baited 
and allowed to remain in the water all night, when the people 
in the morning examine what is caught, bait them again, and 
immediately reset them, though in the former part the dog-fish 
and other sha^jrks are sometimes before-hand with them. Ling 
fix>pi the hook here are sold at about sixpence or eightpence 
apiece, but, when dry, at about fourteen shillings sterling per 
dozen. 
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Species 7. — The Whistle-Fish. 

Gadus Mustela^ TLxn. S%f%. 430. BriU Zool. 163. Brit. Zool. Illus. tab. S3. 

Ore. Red-ware Fishik. 

This species is commonly found under the stones among 
the searware, seldom exceeding nine or ten inches in length. 
The body is round to the vent, then becomes compressed ; 
blackish brown on the back ; a dusky yellow, inclining to 
white, on the belly ; the mouth has five beards, four of which 
are placed above, and one below the chin ; the first back-fin 
is very weak, and placed in a pretty deep furrow, which be- 
gins at the back of the head ; the first ray of the fin is cirrhat^ 
ed ; the second back-fin begins where the last ended, and 
runs almost to the tail ; the anal fin begins there, and in like 
manner reaches near the tail ; the tail is round and reddish ; 
the scales small ; and the whole body covered with a great 
deal of slimy humour. 

These small fish are reckoned pretty good eating, but are 
never got in any quantity ; never caught at a hook ; the only 
method of getting them is by shifting the stones at low w^ter, 
when they are to be found with the blennies. 
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• • • • Wilh one Fin on the Back, 

Species 8. — The Torsk-Fish. 

Ore. Tusk or Cal-Fish. 

This fisli is found on the banks off llie Burgh of Bireay in 
small quantities, but is very frequent on the coasts of Shet- 
land, where it makes a very considerable article in their fish 
iradc. 1 am told the price has risen mucli within these few- 
years, insomuch that fish which could formerly be bought for 
two shillings or two shillings and sixpence per dozen, now 
sell for a crown*, owing, I suppose, to the extensive demand 
for it. It is one of the best cured fishes, swells much in boil- 
ing, and parts into' very thick flakes ; ale fresh is very firm, ra- 
ther lough, which makes most people prefer it dry. 

The description of this fish, which seems not (o be that of the 
natural historians, is as follows : The head small in proportion 
to llie fish, with a single beard under the chin ; die upper-jaw 
very httle longer than the lower ; in the jaws there are great 
numbers of small teeth, and in the roof of the mouth a rough 
or toothed bone, much of the shape of a horse-shoe ; a pretty 
broad tiirrow runs from the setting on of tlie head, to where 
the back-fin begins, which runs the whole length of the back^ 
within about an inch of the tail; the tail is rounded; anal 



* Torsk now sells for Uiiiletm ahilUngs and sixpence a quiutm), in SbeUaod. 
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6n begins at the vent, and ends at the tail, but is not joined 
with it ; the rays of the back and anal fins are numerous, but 
the softness of these, and the thickness of the skin, hinders 
them from being counted with exactness ; the points of the 
back-fin, anal, and tail, are while, the rest dusky ; the pec- 
toral fins are rounded, broad, and of a brown colour ; the 
ventral small, thick, and fleshy, ending in four points, or cirrhi ; 
the body, to the vent, is roundish ; the belly, from the throat, 
growing suddenly very prominent, continuing so to the vent, 
where it grows smaller to the tail ; beyond the vent the body 
is pretty much compressed ; the colour of the head is dusky ; 
the back and sides yellow, which, becoming lighter by degrees, 
loses itself in the white of the belly ; the side line was scarce 
discernible, but run nearer the back than the belly, till about 
the middle of the fish it bent a little downwards, and run 
straight to the tail. The measures of the specimen from which 
this description was taken, were the following :— The whole 
length twenty inches and a half; the greatest breadth four 
and a half, which was taken at the end of the pectoral fin ; 
at the vent, four inches ; something more than half way from 
the vent to the tail, two inches ; at the tail, one inch and a 
quarter ; the length of the head, four inches ; from the point 
of the nose to the beginning of the back-fin, six ; length of 
the back-fin, tliiiteen ; from the point of the lower jaw to the 
vent, eleven inches ; the anal tin, eight ; tail something more 
than two. 

There is no fish more common on the coast of Shetland 
than the tusk. It is there caught among the hng, and inap- 



^02 NATURAL HISTORY iBikm. 

pearance differs not much from it, only it wants the first fin 
of the back, which the other has ; nor does it grow the length 
of the ling, the largest tusk I have heard of not being above 
three feet and a half long. 



GENUS X//I.— THE BLENNY. 



Gen. CAar.*-*Head blunt at the end, aad wttj steep ; bodj toiooch and alippeffy ; 
teeth slender ; body compiessed sidewise ; TenlnJ fii^ ccmsisting of oalj two 
upited rays ; one dqrsal fin ; six branchiostq;ou4 n^s* 

» 

Species 1. — The Spotted BUrmy. 



Oiumdliis ConrabiensnuDy Boonullis ButtefwFiahi q. d. Liparis^ fVU. letk. 1 Uk 
Bau Syn. Pi$c. 144. Blennius Gunnellus, Xm. ^. 443. Brii. ZaoL 171. 
Ore. Swordick. 

The Spotted Blenny is found very frequ^itly under stones 
at the low water-mark, or above it, among the sea-ware. It 
is very tenacious of life ; can endure to want water almost for 
the time the tide is down. A coarse fish, and seldom eaten ; 
used sometimes for bait, but this is only when the fishermen 
can get no better. This fish is seldom found above six inches 
long ; the body much compressed, which Ibas got it the name 
of Swordick, or Sword-Fish, in Orkney. 

The back-fin b^ins near the head, and runs almost to the 
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-tail ; on the top of the back are ten round black spots, encir- 
cled with white, which reach the lower half of the back-fin, 
and one at the beginning of the tail. 

Tlie anal fin begins at the vent, and runs to the tail ; the 
tail is rounded, and of a yellow colour. 

The colour of the whole fish is olive ; the belly a dusky 
white. 



Species 2.— -TAe Purple Blenny. 

The appearaVice of this is so much like that of the former, 
that I should almost take it for a variety, were it not that the 
colour is different, being in this reddish purple; the fins lightest, 
and of the same shape and size of the former. It likewise 
wants the spots on the back the other has ; instead of eleven 
in the former, this has only a single one, and. that placed near 
the beginning of the back-fin. In other circumstances, both 
of its shape and way of life, it agrees altogether with the for- 
mer. 
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Species 3. — The Viviparous Blenny. 



GuflTer or Eelpout, Sib. Scot. i5. Mustela vivipara Schonveldii, Wil. /cfA. 
122. Sail Sifn. Pise. 69. BienDiuH viviparus, Lin. Syi. 443. Brit. ZooL. 
I7i,tab. iOfJig, t. Ore. Greenbone. 



Found, with others of the genus, under stones, tang, &c. 
at the low water-mark, in great numbers, from six inches to 
ten in length, but the thickness scarce proportionable, having 
an eel-Hke form ; hence, I suppose, the name Eelpout. 

It is not so coarse as the other blennies ; the fish tastes much 
better, and falter ; tlie back-bone is a most beautiful gre^i, 
which gives it its Orknej name. 

The colour on the back is a dirty yellow, clouded with brown 
and black ; the sides hghter, and more inclined to greenish ; 
the belly whitish ; the back-fin spotted. 

The pectoral fins are broad, and rounded at the end ; the 
ventral fins in this, as well as the rest of the genus, small and 
pointed ; the anal begins at the vent, and runs to, and unites 
with the tail ; the colour yellow. 

The tail is small, ends in a point something similar to that of 
an eel. 

Contrary to the nature of other fislies, these bring forth their 
young alive, and ready to perform every function for the pre- 
servation of lite. When I first obser\ed this, I put a number 
of the small fishes in a tuuibler-glass of sea water, and kept 
tliem alive for many days, changing the water every tide. 
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They grew a good deal bigger, and continued very lively, till 
in a hot day, forgetting to refresh them with clean water, they 
died to the last fish. 

While they were very young and transparent, they made ex- 
cellent objects for the common microscrope, for viewing the cir- 
culation of the blood ; do not answer well in the solar, as the 
heat of the enlightening lens soon kills them, or renders the 
skin dry and opaque, thereby hindermg much the effect of 
that most surprising instrument. 



3. Thoracic Fish. — The Ventral Fins placed beneath the 

Pectoral. 

GENUS XIF.— THE GOBY. 



Gm. Char. — Eyes placed near each other ; four branchiostegous rays ; Teotral 

fins united. 



Species 1. — The Black Goby. 



Sea-Gudgeon, Rock-Fish, Wil. Icth. 206. Rail Syn. Pise. 76. Gobius niger, 
in. Syt. 449. Brii. Zool 174. Ore. Black Rock Fishkk. 



The Black Goby is found pretty frequent among the deep 
holes about the point of the Ness of Stromness ; seldom seen 
here above three or four inches long ; the colour blackish, or 
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inclining in some to brown. It is little regarded here ; its bulk 
rraden it no object for eating, or any thing dse*. 



GENUS JCT.— THE BULL-HEAD KIND. 



Gm. Ckmr^—Lugt lltt hmi, timed widi riiarp tpinat; six bniicbioslefoiis 

raji. 



rv-w ;^; 



l.—The Father^Lasher. 



ScoriMR» BeHooii nmiUs Cornub. Father-Lasher, Wil. Ictk. 1S8. Saii 5yik 
Pifc. 145. Cottus Scorpius, Lm. Syh 45S. Sib. Scot. 24, tab. Up fig. 1, d. 
Ore. Comper. 

This fish is found in every pool into which the sea regu» 
larlj flows» lurking under stones, and under the points of the 
rocks, watching for any small fish to make its prey of it. The 
most formidably furnished with armour of defence of any our 
fishes. 

The head and mouth are very large, armed with sharp 
spinest as are the covers of the gilk. These it has a power of 
erecting, by blowing out its cheeks, and this it does immedi- 
ately upon its being caught I once saw a trial of skill be- 
tween a large one of Uus kind, and a cormorant. The latter 

* The Spotted Goby occurs in the same places with the other.-«»No/e in a i^ 
ftrtnt hand'Writing. 
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got the bead and part of the body of the fish swallowed, but 
being wounded by the spines, I suppose, attempted to bring 
it up again ; however, tliis was not practicable, for these being 
placed the contrary way, hindered its return, and acted the 
same part as the beard of a hook, in fixing it firmer in the 
throat of the cormorant, which, after many attempts, and 
much struggling, was killed by it. When they were taken up, 
I opened the bird's throat, and measured the fish, which was 
one foot and half an inch in length ; the spines long, sharp, 
and strong, bared of the skin, with which they are ordinarily 
covered, by the struggles of the bird, and the longest fasten- 
ed in its throat, so that we could not withdraw them till we 
cut up the belly. 

The shape of this fish is conical ; the head and shoulders 
very tliick, growing smaller to the tail. 'J'he colour is very 
different, being in some red, most beautifully marbled with a 
bright white, and other cc^urs, in well-defined spots; in 
others the ground colour is dusky, and mottled with whileand 
red ; in some the belly is a fine white, in others a bright yel- 
low ; the fins are all transparent, but spotted with brown or 
black. 

The pectoral fins are very large and broad ; the fish erects 
them when in danger, or when taken ; there are two tins on 
the back, the first hard rayed, the otiier soft ; the ventral , 
small and long ; the anal broadest in the middle, narrowing 
to each end ; the tail round. 

This fish is reckoned delicate eating) and those who can 
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put up with its horrid appearance, prefer it to c^esn which 
are more beautiful to the eye. 



GENUS XVL—THE DOREE. 

Gfii. CAnr.— Body very deep, and compressed sidewise ; very long filuneniB is* 
tiUDg from the first dorsal fia ; seven bfanchiostegoiis rays. 

Species !• — The Opah. 



Opah or King-Fish, Phil. Tram. Abridg. Vol. XL 87% tab. 5. Piscis macnlis 
aureis aspersus non scriptusi poUices 42 longus, Sib. Scot. tab. 6, Jig. S. Wal. 
DtMc. Ore. 37. Brit. Zool. III. flOl. Brit. Zool. IUu$. IF. 76, tab. Ql. 

Mr Wallace, in his DescriptioD of Orkney, gives an ac- 
count of this fish ; and I suppose it was from him Sir Robert 
Sibbald had it, as the plate in both is the very same, and seems 
to have been made from the same drawing. 

This Mr Wallace describes was taken in Sanda, in the win- 
ter 1 682 ; and he tells us several had been gotten there before. 

According to the description ^^ It was about an ell in length, 
^^ deep-breasted, and narrow to the tail ; the head and fins, 
^^ and a stroke down the back, were of a deep blood-colour.^' 
" The rest,'' says Mr Wallace, " was mouse-coloured, having 
^* several whitish spots on the body/' 
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In the British Zoolc^ it is thus described : " The weight 
between seventy and eighty pounds ; shaped hke the sea- 
bream ; the length three feet and a half ; the breadth, from 
back to belly, almost two feet ; but the thickness, from 
side to side, not above six inches. 

*' The mouth small tor the size of the fish, forming a square 

opening, and without any teeth in the jaws ; the tongue 

' thick, resembhng that of a man, but rough, and thick 

■ set with barbs or prickles, pointing backwards, so that 

■ any thing might easily pass down, but could not return 
' back; therefore, these might serve instead of teeth to retain 
' its prey ; the eyes remarkably large, covered witli a mem- 
' brane, and shining with a glare of gold ; the cover of the 
' gills like a salmon. 

" The body diminishes very small to tlie tail, which is 
' forked, and expands twelve inches; the gill-fins are broad, 
' about eight inches long, and play horizontally ; a little be- 
' hind their insertion, the back-fin takes its original, where 
' it is about seven inches high, but slopes away very sudden- 
' ly, running down very near the tail, and at its termination 

* becomes a little broader ; the beily^ns are very strong, and 

* placed near the middle of the body ; a narrow fin also runs 

* from the anus to the tail. 

" All the fins, and also the tail, are of a fine scarlet ; but 

* the colours and beauty of the rest of the body, which is 
' smooth, and covered with almost i mperceptible scales, beg- 
'* gars all description, the upper part being of a bright green, 
'* variegated with whitish spots, and enriched with a shining 

od 
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" golden hue, much resembling the splendour of the peacock's 

" feathers ; this, by degrees, vanishes into a bright silver, and 
" near the belly the gold begins again to predominate in a 
" lighter ground than on the back." 

I have only to add, that this hsh seems to be very rarc» 
and never caught with a hook, and but seldom thrown 
ashore, as in seven years I have never heard of a specimen 
of it got in the Orkneys, so am obliged to others for the above, 
and even the knowledge of its being an Orkney fish. There 
are, indeed, very many curious fishes thrown ashore in the 
winter storms, and many of these, I believe, little known, but 
scarce ever taken notice of by our people, except they are 
such as they know to be fit for eating; the others are led for 
the gulls. 

Mr Wallace adds to his description of the Opah, that 
" the flesh of the half next the head was like beef, and ofthe 
" other half like salmon ." He has a figure which is the same 
with Sibbald's, and, for the time in which it was made, tole- 
rably well. 

Mr Pennant, Vol. IV. says, it ought to be removed from the 
genus he had placed it in, in his Zoology, into that of Doree, 
where 1 suppose be wilt'plftce Jt in the next edition of bis va- 
luablework. '^"I' "' •"'^-• ^'I'l" l^'-"' "'" 
^ ..... ,L .i.(jK. ■tiiJiu.up-..La-!. ;., . 
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; GENUS XFIL-^THE FLOUNDEIUEIND. 

O^ CkHK^Btij quite fltt, and ^ly tinn ; ^yes bdth on the dame side ot the 
H- bead ; brancbioalegoiiaiafay from 'four to iBten. 

,: •With the jBjret OB the tight lideJ ^ -^^^ '^ v 

Holibat, SkpteDt. Aoglia T^rbot, ITiiL /clA.go. Jbm ^'Pmc.39* PJeiK 
looeQtes Hippodo88ua^,X4ii. JW,456. BfiL^^lf 184v OrCvli^urbpV^^ % 

The HoUbut is very frequenUj cau^b bj j^ 
round the whole country^ but especiaUy in.die ed4fee8,^or 
where two tides meet : all the flafe fishes^ by ih^ ishape, Imug 
hindered from resisting the rapidity of the tide» anei pUigpd .la 
withdraw themselves till its force is spent, and are often at thip 
time caught by the fishermen^ who know^ thb/ circumstancie. 

Th^ are very large and f^oarse .dry fyshp except the head 
and fi^s, which are reckoned exqpl^nt; y^^aT(€^y smitU &»h 
of this kind is far from bad. The skin is thick andoilyaiat 
also the bones, from which a large quantity of pure oil may be 
obtained. Whether this i^ for any particular use> I am un- 
certain. 
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Species 2. — The Plaice. 

/P]me,mi. Iclh.96, Rati Syn. Piu. Si. Plueronectes Platessa, Lin.Syt. 
436. Bril. Zool. iSG. 

Likewise caught here, though not very large. The skia 
is a little rough, without scales ; has six tubercles behind the 
left eye. 

The body is broader. Id proportion to its length, than seve- 
ral of the other species of this genus ; the colour of the upper 
side brown, with orange and red spots ; the belly white. 

This species keeps much on the sand-banks and muddy 
grounds ; found fre<iuently on the bank of the harbour of 
Stromness, and at the top of the bay, likewise in the bay of 
Skeal, and otlier flat sandy shores round the Orkneys. A Sow 
are caught on small lines made on purpose} but they are not 
much sought alter. 



Specie* S.~The Flounder, 

FlouDder, Fluke, or But, H'U. Icth. 990. Ran 5yn. Piu. *}£ Pleuronectei 
FlMus^Zin. £vf. 437. Brit. ZqoI. 187. 



This is found in all our bays, creeks, and ialet«, especiaUj 
if the ground be flat and sandy ; also very frequent in the 
shallower parts of the loch of Stenness, where 1 have seen 
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vast numbers of them caught with a seine net, of different di- 
mensions, from half a pound to two or three, seldom exceed- 
ing the last. 

It is very deUcate eating, especially fried, and most com- 
monly here dressed in this way. 

The back is rough, with rows of prickles, which are placed 
at the beginnings of the rays of its hns, and on the sideline ; 
the colour of the back is brown ; the belly white. 



Species 4. — The Sole. 



Solea, ihe Sole Fleuk, . 



. Scot. 24. Pleuioneetcs Solea, ttn. Sys. 4*7. Brit. 
Zoof. 190. 



Easily distinguished from the rest of the genus, by being 
the narrowest, in proportion to its length, of any of them. 

The scales are small, armed with prickles at one end, which 
makes the fish feel rough to the hand ; they are commonly 
shewn as curiosities in a microscope, enclosed between two 
bits of talc, fixed in a sUder. The colour of the back is 
brown ; the belly white, but more transparent than in several 
others of the flounder-kind. 

The sole is reckoned the most delicate of the genus, and 
much valued. They are caught in the bay of Skeal, and no 
doubt elsewhere round the Orkneys. 
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• • With the Ejet oo the left side. 



Species 5. — The Turbot. 



> ■ I 



jt 



Tnrbot, in the North a Bm^WU. Icth. 94* Rhdmbos mazimus ttper noo squa- 
voiiit, JZm iSSyn* Pmc. 31. ^ Pteuroiiectes maziinuay X«». Sy. 459. Brii. 
Zod. 199. 



• ^ . * ' 



The true Turbot is perhaps found on our coasts, though 
but rare, insomuch that in these seven years I have but seen 
two or three specimens. These are much better fish thaa the 
great holibut, biit the latter is muqh more, fi^equently caught, 
and sometimes of an enormous size : I have seen a holibut 
seven feet and a half long, and very thiek in proportion, but 
very coarse ; those of two or three feet Jbdng mtich better. ^ 



» I % 



1 : . 



Though there are grcjat numbers, of these holibutBcangbt 
here, they have no method pf preserving theoi^ either by pick*- 
ling or drying them, and I suppose they would make butTeff 



ordinary eating cured in dther way« 
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GENUS XVIIL— THE WRASSE. 



# 






Gen. Char. — Covers of the gills scaly ; branchiostegous rays, unequal in number; 
teeth conic, long, and bli|n( ilt Iktir ^^% iineiidbeietilalad bbne at the bot- 
tom of the throat ; two above oppoaite to UiA^^ther i one dorsal fin feachiog the 
whole length of the back ; a slender skin extending beyond the eikd of each 
ray; rounded tail. 






' " Species 1.^ — The Wrq^». ; v, . a ; . . 



Ul . *''? "^ 



Turdas volglitii^miiis, Wil IciL 3 ip. Wrasse or Old Wife^^Rfif, ^ J^yfh Ptf^.; > 
i3fi« lUtM^^Hiiieai I^'iS^. 4Vf/ Brii!koi>l.W3.^ Orel ^srgle. ^ 






» • < ■ / - 



Fo N i> close in with tlie sfaortjs' where they an^ highest^ and 



. « ; . / - 






deep watdTi along with the red cod, and some others ; not 
very often caught here, though it will take a bait. , ^ r 
la^hape: it if ishwc^' ddsp, ^^^ 'thick, ^covered \ifil& very 
large scales, Uie gi^l^ indeeid, I have observ^ on any fisb» 



■A : k 



greats or saialL . .- ^ ^ . - 



They are much thought of fts^ib^ f however, are some- 
thing coarse, and thick skinned ; are here roasted fresh, sel- 
dom or ever salted, the quanlity got being so smaU as not to 
be worth curing. 

The colour is red on the sides, and yellow bellied in some, 
while others vary, having the belly white, and only stripes or 
spots of red on their great scales. 
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GENVS XrX.— THE STICKLEBACK. 

Gen. Char.^Three branchioategoiu rayi ; the bell; coverect with bony plalet ; 
one dorsal fin, with Mvenil sharp spines between it and the head. 

Species 1. — The Three Spined Slickleback. 

Stickleback, Banstickle, or Sharpling, tVil. Iclh. S4I. Rnit Syn. Pue. 145. 
Gaaterosteus acnleaius, Lin. Si/t. 489- Ore. Braudstickle. 

Fou KD commonly in every the smallest running brook,locl;», 
or puddle, thai has a running communication with any other 
piece of water. 

Seldom found above two inches in length ; the bdly large 
and prominent, especially when the females are full of noe; 
the sides and belly arc covered with hard plates till near the 
tail, when the body turns small and square. 

On the back are three sharp spines, moveable at tl»e plea- 
sure of the fish ; it has f>nc back-fin (>(aced pretty far back. 
Whether lliis fish can be said to have ventral fins, I am in 
doubt, as tliese consist of a hard spine on each side, folding 
down on the belly on a hard pointed plate, which reaches 
uhnost to tiie vent ; the anal fin begins new tiie vent, having 
a short spiae bekire it ; the tail even. 

The colour of the back green ; ef the belly, « bite or red ; 
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in some the whole belly is of the latter colour, in others only 
the lower jaws. 

The spines are rough, with small phckk& along their edges, 
moveable by strong muscles. 



Species 2. — The Fifteen Spined Stickleback. 



Aculeatus marinus major, i^chonvetdi, Sib. Scot. 24, tab. 19, Jig- 2- Idem. 
WU. Ictk. 340. ^pp. 23. Rait Sifii. Piic. 145. Gasterosleus Spinachia, 
Lin. Sys, 49i. Brit. Zool. 320. Brit. Zool. Jltiu. tab. 42. Ore. BuDiore. 



Found very frequent in the sea ; has its Orkney name from 
the kind of balance here made use of, called Bismores. 

The mouth is a long snout ; the rictus small ; the eye large, 
as in all in the kind ; the body, which in some specimens is 
six inches long, is covered with hard cruitty scales, pretty thick 
to the vent, when it grows very small to the tail, for about an 
inch or more before which it is square. 

From the back of the head runs a row of tifleen spines, to 
the beginning of the back-tin : the back and anal fins are op- 
posite to one another ; no ventral fins. In my drawings of 
this fish are two small spines placed opposite to one another 
instead of tliese, and a single one before tlie aual fin ; the tail 
is even at the end. 

The colour of the body, to the side line» is brown, or, in 
young ones, green ; the belly white. 

These fishes enter into no part of our economy, they are too 
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smaU and crusty to make, a dish of; the same fault maj. be 
objected against making a bait of them. They aie got in bo 
quantities to use them as a manure, which Mr Pennant tdb 
us they do elsewhere*, and, in a word» nonprofit cwx be aide 
of them any way. 
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Gem CAar.— Seven bnuichioftegoiu rays ; fevenj small fins between the dokrsal 

fin and the tail. 



Species 1. — The Mackerd. 



Mackrel] or Macarel, WU. Icth. 181. Raii^. Pitc. 58. Scomber Scomber^ 
Lm. Sfi. 492. Brit. Zaol. 221. JBrtV; Zod. JUuit. tab. 98, Jig. 8. Sib. 
Scot. 24. 

Mackerel set into our sounds in vast shoals the last week 
of July, or first of August. I have been informed by sea«£aaw 
ing people of their falling in with the beginning of the macke- 
rel shoal a good way to the eastward of Copinsha, and it has 
continued till they came within the sound called Ham Sound : 
this in the first week of August. 

Notwithstanding of the quantity » and the certainty of the 
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captare, our people never trouble themselves about them, ex- 
cept they happen (and this is but seldom), to fall in with 
them by chance; 

Tbis is A mmt beautiful fish, whether we consider the ele- 
gance of its make or the excellence of its colours. 

The nose is sharp ; the lips equal ; the body is full, taper- 
mg much to the tail, where it is ridged. 

The back-fin consists of a few stiff rays, the second of sofi 
ones ; between it and the tail are five spurious fins ; and be- 
tween the anal fin and the tail as many. 

This is one of the finest fishes for the table we have, while 
fresh, but soon loses both its outward beauty and its flavour 
if kept but for a short time. It is sometimes fried, but in this 
manner it is but ordinary. 
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4. Abdominal. 
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GEmiS XXL^THE SALMON^ 

m 
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Gen. C4ar.— BnuKftk>0tcgoiif tvytMb^ teiitMber; t#6 itmiHiiii, the w 0111 



' *■• 



« Wkh Twik 



^tida l.^Tke Sabnm. 

Salmon, FFi/. Icth. 189. 12^'t 5yii. Ptsc. 6S. BAm SMuT, IAi. 

Brj^. Zoal. €59. Brt#. Zoo/. /&«#. 77, ^«&. 93. 



What a pity it is that 1 am almost obliged to deny the 
Salmon a place in the Orkney Zoology ; yet true it is^ that 
this noble fish is so seldom got here, that it is considered as a 
wonder whcm one is thrown ashore, or runs so for up one of our 
bums as to be taken. I have not heard of above three or four 
instances of salmons being got in Orkney, three of which (if 
they were all salmon) were killed and brought on shore by the 
otter fVom the sea, and picked up by the country people, and 
a fourth which stuck in a mtU^wheel, and was caught by the 
miller. 

I have been informed of a salmon-fishing on the mouth of 
the loch of Stenness, and of heritors who have such a fishing 
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ID their chartei"s ; the old people too shew us a place where 
cruives were placed ; but if ever there has been any thing of 
this kind here, it has, I imagine, been far from considerable, 
and long since given up ; and, indeed, the nature of our coun- 
try will not allow salmon-fishings in ti-esh watere, as tliere is 
not a single stream in the country where a salmon could be 
safe, even for an hour, except the loch of Stenness ; but it is 
is well known that salmon delight much more in clear run- 
ning streams, than muddy lochs ; besides, the entrance is so 
foul and narrow, that, except when the tide is up, none could 
enter it. 

I have no doubt but there are salmon in the sea, and some 
few of these might be caught, if our folks had the method of 
fishing them. It is v^'y certain that vast quantities of salmon 
are cauglit in the rivers of Caithness, which are right against, 
and only the frith betwixt them and Orkney ; theretbre, 
UuHigh the former has the advantage ovex us in its inland 
rivers, yet I should think, at the same time of the year, when 
the fish begin to betake themselves to the bays, in search oi' 
the mouths of rirers,^ve might haveacUance to get some small 
quantity as well as our neighbours. 

It is certain our bays abound with congenerous fish of se- 
veral kinds ; why then may we not ihink the salmon at this 
time pays us a visit, but not finding proper accommodation, 
retires to more hospitable shores. 

tarfiuii 
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Specie» 2.— TAe Bu// Trpttf. 

TratU Saimowta, die SdmoD Trout, Bi^ Tro«t or Scurfi RaU Sfm. PixiS^ 
Wil. Ictk. 193, 1Q8. Salno TniUa, Lm. iSytf. 6^. Brii. Zoat. t49. 



#• 




(od in great quaotitii^ M th^ loch , of 
whole ^umn^t iespecially ia that part 
of it which is called the Harra Xx>ch. f I 

] These grow not to so large a size as the true trout (here; 
called Bum Trout), which are found in the very same places 
as the former ; but these not so much esteemed, as the fleih is 
always white, and but ordinary. However, there is seldom 
any distinction made among our commons, but all are eaten. 
These, as well as others, ate caught in smaU houses, built 
on our bums, into which the fish can easily make his way, but 
cannot so easily get bade again. However, this is only prac- 
ticable in harvest, when they begin to make their way into 
the very sDwUest bums, in order tospawn. 
.They lose season on spawnii]^ and imaif^iatdy betake 



themselves to the sea. 
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' Spfeciei 3,^The Tr&ut. 

ATit>ul^MfV. /cM. igg. itaiiSyn. TPuc. 65. Salmo Fario, t^. Sys.569. 

Bra. Zool 250, IUus.pt. iiO. 



' FoowD ih every bum in great plenty^^jjlci cbmmon as to 
jBieed no^ tdesrcripticrri. ^ Sdcf 6m groWs very targe in our burns. 
I have heard of a species of trout g6tlh some of the lakes, 
both here and in Shedand'(but what species Lknow hot), 
weighing twenty-three to Uiiity-six or inore pounds ; but these, 
I dare say, are uncoinihon. 



Species 4. — The Parr. 



Brit. Zool. III. No. 



Pbettt frequent in the shallowef lakes and dear bums, 
tbou^ not in such numben as I have <>bserved them in 
Scotland. Seldom grows above six inches in length. What 
distinguishes this from the other species of trout, is a row of 
large bluish spots on each side, lying transversely along the 
side line, which is peculiar to this fish. 
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Species 5. — The Char. 
mi. hth. 196. Rait Sgm. Puc. 65. Lin. S^. 5 10. Brit. Zooi. 256,pl. 15. 

Veky infrequent witb us, though sometimes seen in the 
loch of Stenness. I have not seen above a couple of speci- 
mens. Perhaps we know not the method of catcliing them, 
or the season may differ here from other places where they are 
found. However this is, they are not much known. 

It is the beautiful red on the belly which distinguishes them 
from the other trout of the loch, and is a sufficient mark to 
strikeUbe most inattentive observer. 



Species 6. — The Grayling, 

A Gra^lii^or Umber, H'tl. Icth. 167. Raii Syn. Pue. 68. Salmo Thymal- 
lua, Lift. ^1. 5 13. Brit Zooi. 26«. 



This species is found very frequent with ns ; caught with 
a fly, to which it rises very freely, and stru^les hard for life. 
Swims very quick ; leaps much, especially when struck with 
a hook, when the nicest hand is required to hinder its break- 
ing the line, nor is it easily tired. 

lliis species is caught of different siises, ^m a foot to 
e^teen inches long. 
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GENUS JCXII.— THE ARGENTINE. 

Gen. Ckar.'^Teeih in the jaws and tongue ; eight branchiostegoos rays ; 
vent near the tail ; the ventral fins composed of many rays. 

■J 

Species 1. — The Argentine. 



Pisciculus Romas Argentina dictus, WiL Ictk. 2,29. RaiiSyn. Piic. 106. Ar- 
gentina Sphyrsna, Lin. Syi. 518. Brii. Zool. £76. Brit. ZooL lUm. 42, 
tab. 48. 

This beautiful little fish was given me by a boy, wfe<3i:S8tia 
he found it in the edge of the water, among the sea- ware. 

It was not above an inch in length ; seemed very delicate ; 
the colours good; the back greenish, spotted with darker 
clouds ; the belly a fiiie silver ; but it lost all its fine colours 
when kept dry. 

All the fins were soft ; and the tail membrane, as well as 
those of the other fins^ was very thin. 

I suppose these are scarce on our coasts, as I never saw but 
this one. 
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GENUS Z;///^THE HERRING. 

Gen. Char. — Kiglit btancbtoslegous layi ; the belly estreinel) sharp, and often 
serrated. 

Species 1. — The Herring. 

Herring, WU. Icth. 2iy. Kaii Spt. Put. 103. Clupea Harengus, Lin. Syt. 
5Se. Brit. ZvoJ. £84, lab. J7. Sib. Scot. 23. 



All writers who have laken the least notice of the Natu- 
ral History of the Orkney Islands, icll us of the numerous 
swarms of herrings that are to be found amongst them. Mr 
Wallace says, in his time, or some years before, many ships 
from Fife frequented this country for catching of herring, but 
that the skippers and seamen being at ihe bailie of Kilsyth, 
were almost all killed, since which time the trade failed ; and 
indeed, these many years no hen-ings have been caught in 
Orkney, not so much for want of them, as (1 imagine) that 
oddity, so (irmly implanted in human nature, which compels 
us to hunt through the whole world for things which we may 
have at our own doors. 

1 am well inlbnned by seamen, they have met the herrings 
on our coasts ; I have heard of tliem setting as far into our 
sounds as Scalpa Bay. There are fishings of herrings all 
round us, — the Shetland Isles swarm with ihem in Aj>ril, and 
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later, — the east coasts of Caithness, in August, — the Hebrides, 
latter end of the year, — and the more southerly parts of Bri- 
tain, as they proceed in their expedition. Now, notwithstand- 
ing of their acknowledged capriciousness in their annual mi- 
grations, it would be folly to think they do not take our isles 
in their way, while they pass in such great numbers on each 
side of us. 

Another proof that they are \vith us is, that at certain times 
our sounds swarm with their fry ; and these sometimes run 
80 far into the bays, that I have caught great numbers of 
these in June, about sis, seven, or eight inches long, in the 
fresh water at the mouth of the loch of Stenness ; and have 
seen in the same place several barrels taken by the country 
people, who have nets for the purpose. 

Within these few years past, our vessels have gone to a 
place called Staxigo, on the coast of Caithness, where they 
have had good success in fishing herrings, which makes me 
hope, as they see they are to be got so near hon»e, they will 
at length attempt them in their own bays, where I should ima- 
gine there was just as great a probability of succeeding as any- 
where else, provided they are once acquainted with the time 
of their setting into the bays of the Orkneys; for it is well 
known the herring is a fish which makes no long stay in one 
place, and if not attended lo while to be found, all is over for 
the season. But till these, and many other precautions, be 
used, we can only say with Martin, Wallace, &c. *' Tliey are 
*' here, but, alas, they are neglected I" 

Whether any other of this genus appear here, I am alto- 
gether uncertain. 
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I have not the least doubt but many other both curious 
and valuable fish are to be found here, though they have 
not yet come to my knowledge, as it is scarce possible for 
any one person to investigate aU, though ever so diligent ; 
and here, though indolence prevails very much, yet we 
are much fonder of ordinary than curious fish, and many of 
the latter, though taken, are never perhaps brought ashore, 
but immediately thrown overboard, or, if they are brought 
ashore, Ultle minded. If, therefore, a set of intelligent people, 
at different places of the country, would take the trouble of 
observing, and of communicating their observations to each 
other, this would have a great efiect to form a complete natur- 
al history of particular places, from which might be compiled 
a general history of the whole islands of Britain ; but this 
never can be done by one, without the help of many. 
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ADDENDA. 

The Gemmeaus Draganet 

Lin. Sy$. 433. Brit. Zool. 130. Hlvs. pi 30. 

I FOUND a specimen of this fish ^itangled ajnong the sea* 
ware, and which is the only one I ever saw. It was about 
six inches long, the head large, and flat ; the body conical. 
The breast fins large, as are the ventral. But what struck me, 
was the first back-fin, the first ray of which is so long as to 
reach the tail, and is sufficient to distinguish it from all the 
Orkney fishes. 



The Gray Gurnard. 

Lin. Sy$. 497. Brit. Zoot. 231. Ittus. pi. 38. 

Tub Gurnard is caught by shipping as they approach 
these isles, and all round them, by hanging a hook and bait* 
ed line over the stem in a brisk breeze, at which this fish 
(which is a very quick swimmer), bites, and is caught for the 
firmness of its fish. When they are hauled on board, they 
make a sort of croaking plaintive noise, something like an 
angry person growling to himself, and this for some time. 
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Before they can be pressed, the skin must be taken off, 
which is prickly about the head and fins. 



The Saury. 

Pen. Tour, 1st ed.p. 284. 

Last yearj[1775)9 such a glut of these fish set into the 
head of Kerston Bay, that they could be caught in pailfuls. 
Numbers were caught, and heaps flung ashore. Our seamen 
called them Garfish, and said they were frequent on the coast 
of America. They were remarkable for a set of false fins be- 
tween the back and tail-fin, and between that and the anal 
bdow. They differed in bulk, but were fix)m nine to twelve 
inches long. The mouth was like the bill of a bird, homy, 
and projected into two recurved mandibles. The colour on 
the back a dark green ; the belly silver-coloured. 

No man living near the place where they set in, remember- 
ed any of the kind in these seas ; so that it is probable they had 
drove out of their way, and not knowing how to recover it, 
had run among these isles, where many of th^m perished, and 
very few of the shoal got to sea. 



THE END. 



Pnoted liy G. Rjunny St Co. 
EdialKirsliy 181«. 
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